
By Geny DeBenedetri 
It will soon be the 4th of july again, and time for 

the Walter J. Macfarlane Regatta. Who was Walter 
Mac and why wns the race named after him? 

OCC member and philanthropist Muriel 
Macfarlane Flanders, who died in January 2003, gave 
the Club her impressions of her brother, Walter 
Macfarlane, and stories of their life together in an 
o~allrlisto~y. 

Muriel's three children are Alice Guild, Mary 
Philpotts McGrnth, and Judith Aanders, all OCC 
members. Many of her grandchildren are also OCC 
members, and continue rhe 4th of July traditions hon­
oring 1heir Uncle and Grear Uncle, Walter 
Macfarlane, who never married and had no children. 

Muriel used to attend the awards ceremony after 
the rnce, and was a major donor to the Outrigger 
Duke Kahanamoku Foundation. 

The Macfarlanes came to Hawaii from Scotland, 
via New Zealand in the 1840's. Walter Macfarlane's 
mother was Alice Kamokila Campbell of the James 
Campbell family. Walter and his siblings grew up in 
Honolulu, spending the summers sailing, swimming 
and surfing. Walter was nlso known for his horseback 

riding and polo playing. 
One time OCC President, Walter Macfarlane is 

credited with "saving" the Outrigger Canoe Club from 
financial problems in the 1940's. Memberships were 
down, WW II was eminent, and there were lease 
problems. Through the sale of Life Memberships and 
solicitation, he kept the Club afloat. According to his 
sister, it was probably his grear.cst and happiest 
aohicvcmem. 

When Walter Mac went ro Mexico in 1943 he 
contacted typhoid, and returned to the San Frnncisco 
area for medical care. During the war medical sup­
plies were scarce and he unfortunately died on June 
4th. It was decided to name the next month's OCC 
canoe regatta in his memory. 

His sister says" ... when I see those kids out there in 
the sunshine, the beautiful water, beautiful waves, and 
everybody so happy and clean and salty ... it's just the 
most beautiful memorial imaginable ... he would have 
loved it." 

The Macfarlane Re,oarra is the oldest annual canoe 
rnce in Hawaii. 

Many of the Regatta trophies come from the 
Macfarlane descendants: 

• the koa and sterling wave trophy to the overall win­
ner 
• the koa racing canoe given to the Boys 18 (made by 
Walter Guild) 
• a sterling silver bowl for the senior women's race 
• 2 milo wood bowls from the women's 35 masters 
and 45 masters 

Ediwr's Note: The ahove infm:mation tva~ taken from a 
1 993 OCC 0ral History given oy Mwiel MrJefarltme 
Flanders w a member of the Hiswrical Committee. The 
reader should be aware chat an oral hiswry portrays the 
informa1ion as recalled, and may conrain impressions that 
are not facwal. The OCC magazine jJinns to Jleriodically 
(Jrim portions of Oral His wries for tl1e benefl~ of the mem­
bership. Comments are welcome. 

Members may order their 
Macfarlane Regatta T-Shirrs at 
the Logo Shop, by calling 923-
1585, or via the Club's website: 
www.outriggercanoeclub.com. 

FAMILY BUFFET NIGHT 
Monday, June 16 

Dinner Buffet 

Hawaii's Best Storage 
Value is Right Here! 

SALAD BAR 
Selection of Garden Crisp Greens 

Potato Salad, Pasta Salad, Four Bean Salad, 
Seafood Salad, Tomato-Cucumber Salad and 

Cauliflower Salad with Three Peppers 

SOUP 
Chilled Gazpacho 

ENTREES 
Spice Crusted Roast Pork Loin with Prickly Pear Glaze 

Sauteed Chicken with Chorizo and Sweet Peppers 
Seared Mahi Mahi with Lime Beurre Blanc and Cihmrro 

Spanish Rice 
Oven Roasted Potatoes 

Sauteed Green Beans with Maui Onions and Pancetta 

DESSERT 
Create your own Ice Cream Sundae, 

Selection of Fruit, Cream and Custard Pies, Brownies, 
Cookies, Baklava and Pineapple Upside Down Cake 

Koa Lanai and Hau Terrace, 6 - 9 p.m. 
Adulr.s- $16.95 per person+ tax + 15% service charge 

Children 6 - 12 years old - $11.20 + tax + 15% service charge 
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• Free On-Site Estimates 
• 100% Air Conditioning for 

Preserving Valuables 
• Clean Modular Steel Lockers 
• Cool & Dry In-Door Parking 

• Business Computer Center 
and Conference Room 

• l11e Most Professional 
& Friendliest Servlce 

• and Much. Much, More 

"We' ll Pock it & Ship it For You" FecEx -·-
~--SALT LAKE SELF STORAG 
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HAWAII 'S BE S T S TO RAG E V AL UE -

808 Ahua Street (off Nimitz Hwy. by airport) 
www.saltlakeselfstorage.com 

CALL: 836 ·1500 
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