
DOWNING PREDICTED 
WIN 

Canoe racing fans and even some 
of the Out r igger paddlers themselves 
were surprised over the Out r igger ' s 
"upset" victory over the Waik ik i Surf 
Club to retain the Oahu Racing cham-
pionship. 

O n e man, however, received the fi-
nal point tabulation as though he had 
planned it that way. 

And he had 

Outr igger Canoe Coach George 
D o w n i n g quietly predicted two months 
ago that his youngsters would win the 
Oahu title. 

C o m i n g on the heels of a sound 
thrashing in an early meet, D o w n -
ing's s tatement may have sounded, to 
some like a coach's "wai t 'til next 
time . . ." v intage sour grapes 

. . we d idn ' t want to br ing them 

a long too fast by put t ing too much ef-
for t into the early, un impor tan t races." 

A n d watching D o w n i n g mold un-
tried youngsters to championship call 
bre is a gradual process. T h e empty 
seats began to fill with green pad-
dlers. More experienced paddlers re-
turned f r o m college, out of condit ion 
and weeks away f rom competi t ion 
form. 

But it happened , under the patient, 
discerning eye of the Out r igger coach. 

His " d o n ' t start them too soon" 
policy paid off in spades, and a second 
consecutive O a h u title. 

D o w n i n g recognizes a job well done 
by his youngsters, but insists the O a h u 
championsh ip doesn' t matter one iota 
in his book. 

" W e are poin t ing to just one , . . 
the State championships in August 

. . the one that counts." 

And how can you go against a phi-
losophy like D o w n i n g ' s ' 

Mrs. Kamokila Campbell presents the Walter MacFarlane Trophy to Dutchy 
Kino, captain of the Waikiki Surf Club's winning Senior Men's Blue Ribbon 
Event. Club President Ward Russell looks on. 
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