Hui Nalu win

as Malia

s |ge

returns

By ANDY YAMAGUCHI
— Advertiser Sparts Writer

The waves off Waikilki broke Malia
in two last year.

But yesterday Malia, tht Waikila
Surf Club's storied 43-year-old koa
canog,"was the only noo-fiberglass
canoe to brave the surf at the Walter
J. MacFarlane Regatta off Waikild.

H& Nalu out-pointed Outrigger 86
62 fgr the team Utle. — s

.CILBL in the Oahu Hawaiian Canoe
Raeing Association normally race
with”kba cances. It's the core of
HERA tradition. i

Bl the bost Outrigger Canoe Club
made-an excepton for yesterday's
ragalta because the surf, running at
5.3-feet, increased the chaace of
dakidgé to the priceless koa hulls.

T Every club elected to go fiber-
glass. Every one, that is, except for
Waildld Surf Club.

Tradition runs deep. ‘
~Bpinging out your koa in Hawaii,
that's probably the best offering you
¢ make to the old-timers,” said
clurpresident George Downlng.
Apd-WSC members would rather
“paddlgTwith- their-bare—hands-thao
_eatera race without Malla,

builders took a mold from her to
malke the first fiberglass canoes.

But to Wailkdld Surf €lub members
there is only one Malia. ““There's no
money that could buy that boat,”
Downing said.

Depending on who you were, the
Waikikl waves were either a boon (i

- you caught one to victory) or a bane

(if they swamped your canoe or,
worse, caused a collision).

In one race Healani's cacoe struck
the rear of Qutrigger’s cange, caus-
ing minor damage. In another, Kai-
lua‘'s canoe pearled under, cracking
the bow and causing the canoe to al-
most sink before club members
swam out to bring it in.

At Kahana Bay, meanwhile, the

Waikiki Beach Boys won six events,

including senior men and senior
women, to win the Hui O Koolauloa
Regatia and register its second con--

secutive Hui Wa's and Surfing regat-
ta victory.

The Beach Boys scorgd 50 points
to outdistance defending umccdou
champion Loa'a, with 30. Windward
Kal edged Kaneche 24-23 for third
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=gy us, Malia will always be our
racmyg boat,”” said club member Gle-
nellXdia. '""We treat her like a

humen- being, IU's l'?meminl that's

haffiokxplaimv. . .7 o <

Just-then tie Malls was carried
oafd.the beach. Something was,
wrong. Kaia turned and ran to the
cance, grabbing the equipment bag
on the way.

Like anxious mothers, she and
T ua¥a Froiseth looked over the trou-
bie. Beveral dowels on the gunwale
rad popped out. Mioor. Kaia looked
relieved.

“Zyerybody's scared,”” she said,
byt this is a race, and when there’s
s race Malla comes first.”

HCRA President Ward Russell
said, "In the early days of capoce
racing it was a perennial champion.
[t'a a symbol to the Waikika Surf
Clyb, They have a very strong emo-
tonal artachment to that canoe. It's
a begpriful feeling."

W wasn't beautiful at last year's
Wi¥Farlene Regaita when abe and a

W solau Club cance collided, severing -

“{alia"t bow. Two weeks and $1200
later yhe was whole again.

“hirE are a lot of Malis clooes. In
the”50y she raced In California, and

bl hs waa raturnad same boat-

Resalts of both regattas on page C-Z

Walkidl Sud Clnb paddlers (Toreground); n their koa canoes; bead-0u
] the fleet during yesterday's Walter MacFarlane Regatta in waters olf Walkidl.
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