
outrigger finishes Second in Molokai Hoe 
By Marc Haiue 

This yea r 's Moloka i to Oahu 
world championshi p canoe race 
prov ided our c rew with a 

challenge to do better than we were 
ex pec ted to do , yet it was an 
opportunit y to perfo rm up to our 
potential. 

With a newly designed Force S 
canoe, lots of practice and favorable 
channel conditions we felt prepared to 
compete fo r at least a top fi ve finish 
against a strong, world class fi eld of 77 
entrants. 

As we waited at the starting line, 
the crew was loose and ready to fi re off 
the line so as to not get caught up in the 
log jam that always occurs just behind 
the leaders. 

A little earlier than scheduled, the 
starter horn went off. After a small 
collision that found our ama on another 
boat, we were off and cranking. As 

Coach Waller Guild is interviewed by Johnny M ounts. 
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was our game plan, we surged ahead 
with the leacle rs-Faa'a , Austral ia, 
La ni ka i, Dana Point , Wa iki ki Surf 
Club, HCKT. 

We actuall y pulled out ahead in 
first place in the battle to get to Laau 
Point where the first crew changes are 
allowed. Todd Bradley was steering 
the Force S to its limits and the crew 
was pumped. We were also getting a 
bit tired and soon our lead went to 
Faa'a, Lanikai and Australia. 

The brief lead gave us confidence 
in our crew and carri ed over to th e 
remainder of the race. 

With 4 1/2 hours still to go and 76 
boats chasing us, we put out all we had 
and mai ntained a strong fo urth place 
position across the 20-mile channel. As 
we neared Koko Head, we had surged 
into what appeared to be a second place 
tie with Australia and Dana Point. 

We put into our minds the theory of 
only 20 minute sprints in the boat, then 
out resting for I 0 minutes. We all knew 
we could blast for those 20 minutes so 
we did. 

In our esco rt boa t, Sherry 
Gannaway would massage and stretch 
our muscles. 

Mary Smolenski helped us in the 
whaler and kept us hydrated. Coach 
Walter Guild plotted our course and 
barked out encouragement and Greg 
Moss provided excellent boat dri ving 
throughout the race. Without the 
support of everyone we would have 
never been as competitive as we were. 

With less than 30 minutes to go 
and just off Diamond Head, we found 
ourselves in third place only 100 yards 
behind Dana Po int. The team from 
Faa'a was well in the lead , I 0 minutes 
ahead. 

Kris Bradley welcomes husband Todd at'ler he steered the entire race. 

Keoni Kino is 
greeted by wife, 
Yaune, and sons 
Thurston and 
Austin. 

Geoff Grnl' is congratulmed by Johnny Mounts. 



Outrigger fini shed 10 seconds ahead of Dana Point. 

Not knowing the area surf spots 
put Dana Po int at a 
disadvantage and they almost 

swamped on a large Rice Bowl set. We 
closed the gap to be dead even as we 
passed the cheering OCC crowd. 

It would come down to the wire as 
to who would fini sh second. As we 
neared the buoy at the Hilton Hawaiian 
channel, one-quarter mile from the 
fini sh line, Coach Gu ild decided to 
make a strategic two-man change. This 

placed two fresh paddlers into our boat 
and around the buoy we went. 

We were a boat length back and 
pushing hard. They caught a small 
wave and surged ahead by two boats. 
Steersman Bradley spotted another 
wave coming and maneuve red in to 
pos ition to take advantage of Mother 
Nature. A large wave was on its way. 
Bradley pushed us up in stroke coun t 
and WOW we surged ahead by three 
boat lengths and never looked back. 

It's refreshing to know we paddled 
as hard as we could and did well. 

For the record, Faa'a fini shed the 
4 1-mile race in 5:02:50. We were 
second in 5: 13:53 and Dana Point was 
third in 5: 14:03. 

Members of the crew were Todd 
Bradl ey, Clayto n Chee, Tommy 
Damon , John Eve leth , Andrew 
Glatzel, Geoff Graf, Marc Haine, Dean 
Maeva and David Potter. ~ 
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Outrigger Wins Koa Division in Molokai 
By Bill Danford 

"Where there:\' a will 
There's a victory" 
Here we were. six of us sitting in 

the Outrigger Canoe Club's koa canoe 
the Kaoloa, awa iting the start of the 
43rd annual Bankoh Molokai Hoe. 

Our entry was only one of fi ve koa 
boats out of a field of 77 entries. The 
oth er canoes were fiberg lass w ith 
production names like Bradley. Force 5 
and Hawaiian Class Racer. Well , so be 
it! 

Kalani Schrader was in one, Keahi 
Robins in two, myself in th ree, John 
Finney in four, Gunner Schull in five 
and Billy Balding, our steersman, was 
in six jockeying for position at the start. 

In our escort boat were the rest of 
the crew- Mike Fine, Kimo Brown and 
Paul Friese. Grady Bint li f f and Remy 
M oranha rotated as boat dri ve r s, 
mechan ics and crew throughout the 
next fi ve hours and 53 minutes. 

Our start wa s beyond anyone's 
expectation. Billy held our line all the 
way to Laau Point, approximately 30 
minu tes, and our f irst change of 
paddlers one, four and five. Two and 
three would stay in another I 0 minutes 
before the second change. Thi s of 
course is only strategy devised prior to 
the race and part of the overall game 
plan. 

Our first indication of a problem 
was when our escort boat didn 't return 
until a full 35 minutes had passed. 
Keahi and I finally made a change and 
climbed aboard the masters escort boat 
which had broken down along with our 
own escort boat. Luckily, Grady and 
Remy got it working. By the time we 
cl imbed on board, it looked as i f it had 
been run down by an ocean liner. 

Now we were tota ll y off our 
change chart and making changes with 
the canoe dead in the water so as to 
preserve John 's ver y tender left 
shoulder. Billy continued to work his 

magic as steersman while giving the 
crew posi tive reinforcement all the way 
across the channel to the fin ish line. 

Thi s crew grew c loser together 
fighting for every position and digging 
deep to maintain the needed hull speed 
so that Bill y could pos ition us for a 
bump or wave on which to surf. 

This may sound like the beginning 
and end to a long day, but l rea ll y 
believe we all stayed relaxed and 
worked through whatever barriers we 
came up against. 

I can' t say enough about the effort 
put out by Remy and Grady and their 
unselfish support. The tenaci ty and 
camaraderie together with the physical 
and mental display by nine padd lers 
made thi s crossing very memorable. 

Lanika i Canoe <;: lub 's koa entry 
came abreast of us at Black Point but 
Billy made us all concentrate and we 
put on six to seven boat lengths within 
no time. We never looked back until 
we crossed the finish line first in koa. 

Mahalo to all 

~~~~~~~~--------~ .. ~~--------, 
::.: 

the members who 
supported our 
effort and the 
d i ffere n t 
women' s crews 
w hich took the 
canoes back to 
the Club at the 
end of the race. 
Also th an ks to 
Clayton fo r 
taking care of the 
equipment and 
the entire ca st 
and crew at the 
occ. 
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For the 
record , we 
fini shed first in 
koa in 5 :53: 19 
and 22nd overall. 
L ani kai wa s 
second in koa in 
5:58: 14. and 
L a n a k i l a 
Outrigger of 
Ca l ifornia was 

Winning 1he Koa Division were from. Billy Balding and Kimo Brown. Slanding. Kcahi Robins, Paul Friese. M ike Fine. John Finney. thi rd in 6:07:49. l{j 
Gunner Schull , Bill Danford and Kalani Schrader. 
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Masters Try Hard in Molokai, fall Short 
By Bill Bright 

D esp ite a hard, 
toughly contested 
race, the OCC 

Mas ters 35 crew was 
unable to defend its title 
in the Mas ters Division 
in the Molokai to Oahu 
canoe race on October 
9th , losing to a fit and 
competitive masters crew 
fro m Mooloo laba, 
Australia. 

Mooloolaba fini shed 
111 5:45:0 I , whil e 
Out rigger came in 
second at 5:49:42 in the 
fiberglass canoe 
Kalehuawehe. Capricorn 
Coas t was third at 
5:55:5 1. 

This year's Masters 
Di vision inc luded not 
onl y Moo loo laba but 
also a crew from 

OCC's Masters crew in the Molokai race included Mark Buck. Karl Heyer IV. Henry Ayau. Mike Fox. Bill Mowat. Brad 
Wagenaar. M1ke Batungbacal and Keoni Kino. Not pictured: Bill Bright. 

Capri co rn Coas t, Australi a whi ch 
earlier in the year defeated an all star 
Ha waii Mas ters crew in one of the 
Hamilton Island distance races. 

Our OCC crew had some new and 
youn ger members competing as 
Masters for the first time, and our line 
up included Henry Ay au , Mike 
Batungbacal, Bill Bright, Mark Buck, 
Mike Fox, Karl Heyer IV, Keoni Kino, 
Bill Mowat and Brad Wagenaar. 

The conditions were much different 
from previous years in that the channel 
was very sloppy, the tide was dropping 
for the entire race which meant we had 
to paddle into the tide without a very 
defined swell to push us to Oahu. 

Paddling was hard and intense as 
the canoe was constantl y kn ocked 
around by the changing seas. Shortly 
after the start , our escort boat captained 
by Rod Muller deve loped steering 
fai lure, yet we were fortunate in having 
Howard Word and his whaler as backup 
and were able to get our relief paddlers 
into the canoe on schedule. 

We felt we were in a competitive 
position at Laau Point as we headed in 
to the channel, and we could see the 

crew from Capricorn Coast heading to 
Oahu on a northerly course, however, 
we had no idea to the pos ition of 
Mooloolaba. 

As we approached Koko Head, we 
flipped and though we were able to get 
going again quickl y, we were passed 
by a couple of canoes on a simi lar 
course. As we finally got in to the lee 
o f Oahu , we we re abl e to use our 
surfing skil ls and knowledge of the 
course to move up on the crews that 
had passed us at Koko Head. 

Approaching Black Point , we 
finally noticed Mooloolaba about a half 
mi le ahead of us but south of the 
optimum line, and we felt we had a 
chance to possibl y catch them as they 
were being cautious in avoiding the 
large south swell and waves breaking 
far beyond the normal surf line. 

Trying as hard as we could , we 
were unable to run them down in the 
short di stance to the fini sh, and we 
ended second in our division, and a 
res pectable 19th out of 77 canoes 
overall. 

As a crew, we would like to thank 
Walter Gui ld for his time and energy in 

coaching us. the Board of Directors and 
Canoe Rac ing Committee for their 
present and past support of our masters 
program, Sherry Gannaway for her 
trai ning techniques, and Rod Mul ler 
and Howard Word fo r vo lu ntee ring 
their time to support our effort. (?J 

New Members 
Regular-Jeffrey Metzger, 

Douglas Moore, Corinne Shulman, 
Heidi Snow. 

Intermediate-Tracy Bryan, 
David Horner, Devlin Murphy, 
Hugh Ross, Tracy Selling. 

Associate-Barbara 
Crandlemire, Keith Letman. 

Junior-Nicole Schnack, 
Alexander Schneider, Ali Ulrich. 

Nonresident-Dennis Conner, 
Donald Watson. 
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