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Outrigger Wins Molokai Hoe Race 

... 

The Kaoloa is escorted past Kahala on way to finish line at Ft. DeRussy. 

To most canoe paddlers, the mention of 
the Molokai to Oahu canoe nice evokes 
thoughts and dreams of one day compet
ing in outrigger canoeing' s ultimate 
challenge. 

For most crews, it' s a goal to just 
finish the race, but for only a few is 
there a legitimate opportunity to finish 
first. Consider that over the last 10 
years there are about 50 paddlers that 
have met the challenge and understand 
what it takes to be a w inner in the 
Molokai to Oahu canoe race. During 
that time period, the Outrigger Canoe 
Club has won six races. 

The 1990 Men's Molokai to Oahu 
Canoe Race would be the true character 
test for the Outrigger Canoe Club, after 
last year's disappointing seventh place 
finish. 

The sign of a winner is not how he 
handles winning, but rather how he ac
cepts losing. Winners bounce back with 
even more determination, and boy, did 
the Outrigger bounce back. 

Going into the Molokai to Oahu ca
noe race, Outrigger had placed fi.rst in 
all but one distance race, setting records 
in two races, and the s.econd crew had 
done well beating most other club' s ftrst 
crews. 

With that type of competition at prac
tice, each crew pushing the other, Out
rigger would be ready for everyone they 
faced on the starting line at Hale 0 
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Lono Harbor on October 7. 
Outrigger' s first crew raced in the 

Kaoloa, its koa racing canoe, and after 
the first few minutes of the race bad 
paddled into the lead. 

The starting crew of Kainoa Down
ing, Walter Guild, Bruce Black, Mark 
Rigg, Courtney Seto and Tom Conner 
held that lead of five boat lengths to the 
first change. 

The change was made j ust past Laau 
Point, with Mark Sandvold, Chris Kin
caid and Geo ff Graf getting in the 
Kaoloa, and the race was on with a bat
tle for first place with Outrigger Austra
lia. 

For an hour and a half, each crew 
pressed the other. After a bad drop for 
a change with Outrigger, the Australian 
crew was able to gain an advantage of a 
few boats. Outrigger came back up, 
when all of a sudden the Australian ca
noe took off on a swell traveling per
pendicular to the course, sitting in front 
of the Outrigger. 

As they passed, the Kaoloa hit the 
back manu of the Australian canoe, and 
with their crew leaning away from the 
impact, they flipped over. Surprisingly, 
they righted the canoe quickly and were 
back in the race within a minute, but 
they would no longer challenge the Out
rigger. 

With our course set for Black Point, 
we paddled hard into the outgoing tide 
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By Steve Scott 

on Oahu. While the crew had hoped 
for an ocean where we could do some 
surfmg, it was more like a washing ma
chine with no clear swell direction. 

We just wanted to get past Koko 
Head and surf towards Diamond Head. 
With our competition south of us, they 
would have a harder time than we did 
getting close to Oahu, and we were se
cure knowing we had the race won as 
long as we didn't let up. 

The Rigg family had a big welcome back 
for Mark. 



Ourrigger 's winning crew with their trophy. Frolll, Bruce 
Black. Standing, Todd Sandvold, Kainoa Downing, Mark 
Rigg, Geoff Graf, Walter Guild, Tom Conner, Courtney Seto, 
Coach Steve Scott, Chris Kincaid. 

Canoe Racing Chairman Chris Kincaid is welcomed home by 
wife, Genie. 

Courmey Sero won his first Molokai race. 

This is where the dedication of this 
crew showed, because they pushed the 
rest of the way to the finish line at Ft. 
DeRussy. 

The Outrigger Canoe Club had won 
the 40.8 mile event in 5:19:38, but the 
exclamation point to our victory came 
with OCC' s second crew finishing fifth 
overall in 5:37:07. 

Steersman Tom Co1mer is illferviewed. 

With the level of competition from 
international and select crews, this was 
a substantial accomplishment from Wy
att Jones, Tom McTigue, John Eveleth, 
Todd Payes, Grady Bintliff, Todd Brad
ley Bruce Eliashof, Tom Harrer and 
Matt Kresser. 

This was a true team effort for the 
open crews. For some, it was vindica-

tion for last year' s finish. For three 
(Seto, Sandvold and Grat) it was their 
frrst win. And for everyone who had 
paddled for the open crews at the Out
rigger Canoe Club, it was finding out 
what it takes to win the Molokai to 
Oahu Canoe Race. @) 
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DCC Crews Dominate Molokai Hoe 

Along with other family members and 
friend s o f paddlers, I s pent the 
morning of October 7 lis tening to 
KCCN Hawaiian music radio station. 
The station kept tabs on the Molokai 
race, li s t ing c urrent s tandings 
throughout the morning. 

I was happy to hear that the first 
crew had a firm hold on first place, 
but as they listed up to lOth place, I 
wondered where the second crew was. 

I arrived at the beach in time to 
witness the glorious finish of Outrig
ger's first crew, and then prepared for 
what I thought might be a long wait. 
Offshore fini shed second, Hamilton Is
land was third and Lanikai came in 
fourth. 

As the fifth place boat came into 
view , I strained to identify it even 
though the announcer said it was Ta
hiti. It approached the beach and I 
knew I recognized the steersman wear
ing a whi te hat as my husband. 

As the realization electrified the 
OCC crowd on the beach, no one even 
heard the announcer stumble over the 
identity of the crew: she said Tahiti 
and then Hamilton Island, and finally 
with surprise, Outrigger No. 2. 

OCC ' s second crew, comprised 
mostly of novice paddlers , finished an 
inc redible fifth. What follows is 
Todd's account. 

After a great showing in the Pokai 
Bay Race against crews like Hui Nalu 
and Lanikai, we knew we had a shot at 
doing well in Molokai . Steve Scott 
continued to ride us hard both physi
cally and mentally. It was tough to 
make either open crew and the second 
crew was cut to its final nine one week 
before Molokai. 

The crew was Grady Bintliff, Todd 
Bradley, Bruce Eliashof, John Eveleth, 
Tom Harre r, Wyatt J o nes , Matt 
Kresser , Tom McTigue and Todd 
Payes. 

Our crew would be racing in the fi
berglass canoe lwalani and we were 
excited about having this boat, the best 
of its class. We knew it was now up 
to us. 

The weather forecast for Sunday 
was 15-25 knot winds and 8-10 foot 
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By Kristen & Todd Bradley 

Finishing fifth in the Molokai Hoe Race were Tom McTigue, Todd Payes, 
Wyatt J ones, Tom Harrer, Todd Bradley, Grady Bintliff, Coach Steve 
Scott , Bruce Eliashof, Matt Kresser and John Eveleth. 

seas. This was the final ingredient we 
needed to do our job because we knew 
we had the ability to surf in rough 
seas. 

Sunday at 4 a.m. I woke up the 
boys with a tribal yell and team cheer. 
After forcing down breakfast, we were 
in the van on our way to Hale 0 Lono 
Harbor. A pre-race check and a 
prayer and we were out to the starting 
line, accompanied by Dale Hope and 
Howard Word in our escort boat. 

The Molokai Hoe starts are always 
exciting and never s tart officially . 
We lined up close to the first crew in 
koa and the ritual of inching the line 
began. Before the starter boat bad a 
chance to get up front , the starting 
frenzy began and the race was on. 

Our goal was to be part of the top 
five boats at Laau Point with a straight 
line course to Black Point. We 
reached Laau seventh and the boats in 
front of us split south and north leav
ing us on our own line all alone. 

The sea was calmer than we hoped 
but we made do. I kept a straight 
course for Black Point and began to 
push the boys. With no competitors in 
sight, it's difficult to keep up the moti
vation . I kept reminding the boys to 
make every stroke and every change 
our best. 

Ten miles off Koko Head, we saw 

the Australian XXXX crew about 112 
mile ahead of us. We kept our line 
and they moved south to cover us. 
We converged 15 minutes later and 
were even with them. After catching a 
couple of short waves, we left them 
behind us. 

Five miles off Koko Head, we ap
proached Kai Opua, the Tahitians, Hui 
Nalu and Lanikai. Kai Opua was 114 
mile ahead of us and north and the 
other three were about a mile ahead 
and south. 

I knew the current would be work
ing against everyone at Black Point 
and Diamond Head and wanted to 
avoid being stuck outside where the 
current was worse. 

We passed Kai Opua at Portlock 
and then hit "the river" the strong line 
of current that comes around the cor
ner from Diamond Head. The pack 
with Tahiti, Hui Nalu and Lanik:ai was 
now 3/4 of a mile ahead and south and 
I knew we had them beat if they 
stayed south. At Niu Valley, I made 
my move inside across the current. 
The pack was pulling ahead but I was 
confident that once they hit Black 
Point, they 'd hit bad water. 

Lanikai, ahead and south 3/4 mile, 
saw us and moved to cover. The oth-

cominued on page 7 



Masters Claim Molokai Victory 

Dateline Tangier-

While aboard the QE li somewhere off 
the coast of Morocco, I have really had 
time to reflect upon and write my 
thoughts on the recent victory of the 
OCC Masters in the Molokai to Oahu 
canoe race held October 7. 

This victory in the highly competitive 
masters men division (35 years and 
older) establishes another solid prece
dent to our claim of being the world's 
best masters canoe crew. It also repre
sents the fourth victory for the OCC 
Masters since this division was created 
in 1984. 

The crew, which is known within 
our Club as the "Dinosaurs" consists of 
an impress ive number of former 
Molokai champions and journeymen 
paddlers. 

Our line up for the race included Bill 
Bright, Bob Riley, Jack Feher, John 
Finney, Mark Buck, Brant Ackerman, 
Tim Guard, Henry Ayau and Greg 
"New Boy" Rudin. 

Other members of the Dinosaurs in
clude Mike Clifford and Steve Van Lier 
Ribbink who could not participate in the 
final race because of personal business. 

The race was dramatic with difficult 
ocean conditions. Of course, veteran 
Molokai steersman Brant Ackerman did 
a masterful job of using the ocean and 
our fiberglass canoe the Holomalie to 
our advantage. We established an early 
lead in our division and held on to it. 

We were in lOth place overall for 
most of the race. We finished 14th in 
5:49:58 with only three minutes separat
ing our crew from the ninth place fin
isher. 

Bill, Bob and Tim served as principal 
strokers although Mark Buck and I 
ended up in the "hot seat" at critical 
stages. The "engine room" was ably 
powered by Greg, Jack, Henry and I. 

The superb effort put in by the entire 
crew meant the difference between vic
tory and disappointing defeat since the 
Marina del Rey Masters all-stars fin
ished 16 seconds behind us in 5:50:14. 

The OCC Masters Crew has estab
lished a winning "mind set" which has 
taken us to the top all year. Victories 
include the masters championships in 

By John Finney 

Outrigger's Masters Crew included Mark Buck, Greg Rudin, Bob Riley, John Finney, 
Brallf Ackennan, Tim Guard and Bill Bright. Not pictured: Henry Ayau mul Jack 
Feher. 

the s tate regatta championship, the 
Queen Liliuokalani Race, the Skippy 
Kamakawiwoole title and finally the 
Molokai title. 

We believe we have added another 
proud chapter to the OCC paddling leg
end. 

I'd like to thank our support crew for 
the final race which included Jackie Ma
guire, escort boat; Cline Mann and 
David Buck, tactical advisors, and Mahi 
Riley, mothering and massage. Without 
their help, this effort would not have 
proven victorious. ri'J 

Winter 10K Paddleboard 
Race Set, December 29 

The 13th annual Winter lOK Paddle
board Race will be held on Saturday, 
December 29 at 10:30 a.m. at the Club. 
In addition, an 8K One Man Canoe race 
and an 1 I .SK Kayak race will be held. 

The race is open to the public. 
Some Club paddleboards are available 
for use by members. 

The paddleboard race is twice around 
a 5K course, thus allowing spectators at 
the Club to follow the race from the 
start , the halfway point and the fini sh. 

Registration will be accepted on the 

Terrace before the race, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. An awards ceremony and 
ltmcheon will follow the race. 

Heath Hemmings is the de fending 
paddleboard champion , finishing one 
second ahead of Aaron Napoleon and 
two seconds ahead of two-time defend
ing champion Chris Moore last year in 
a very exciting race. 

Kevin Olds won the one-man canoe 
race last year and Geoff Graf won the 
kayak race. / 

5 



ASTHETERRACETURNS~ 
Anita Carlisle enter
tained her friends Tom 
and Phillis Christensen 
and their son from 
Newport Beach at din
ner at the Club in Oc
tober. 

Congratulations to 
Dr. George Starbuck 
on being named Physi
cian of the Year by 
the Hawaii M edical 
Association .. . 

By Mary Machado 

Brunch on the Ter
race, commented that 
a previo us pati en t 
chose the UH Rain
bow motif on his 
cast. 

Fi tness Center at
tendant Adam James 
invit es all senior 
women to beco me 
better acquainted with 
the equipment in the 
Fitness Center. He's 
happy to demonstrate 
and answer questions. 
Stop by and ask for 
details. 

Enj oying Sunday 
Brunch on the Lanai 
were Maggi Parker 
with Tahitian friends 
Sandra Zarzi and Na
talie Ehrhart who are 
currently studying in 
the islands. 

Newlyweds Vicki Langeliers and Ray Suganuma were married August 25 at Contributions to 
Kawaiahao Church. this column are al-

Pat and Ruth Muller, vacationing in 
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, were staying 
at Hotel Melia Cabo Real when they ran 
into Karl and Kuulei Heyer, who were 
also staying at the same hotel. "The 
Heyers took us to a wonderful restau
rant, Da Giogio, in the hills overlooking 
the peninsula. This is a real must if 
you're staying in Cabo," said Ruth. 

Pamela Andelin, formerly lived on 
Lanai. Her artwork, numerous Lanai 
scenes, can be found in the guest rooms 
at Koele Lodge. . . 

Mark Campbell is enjoying his sen
ior year at Idaho State where he's lead
ing the Bengals on the football field. 
He's been named defensive player of the 
game twice this season and was awarded 
the John Vesser Trophy for being the 
top defensive player in the homecoming 
game agains t Nevada-Reno. M ark 

OCC Crews Dominate. 
cominued from page 4 

ers stayed south and as we reached 
Black Point, we passed them. We 
caught a great wave at the Lighthouse 
which put us right behind Lanikai. 
We took turns catching waves but at 
the OCC, we still hadn't been able to 
pass them. We ended up finishing 
fifth, just behind Lanikai in 5:37:07. 

We had pushed ourselves to the 
limit and I feel my crew performed to 
the best of their ability. I would not 
hesitate to cross the Molokai Channel 
again with this crew. 

would like to play pro football and has 
been contacted by a team in Italy about 
playing in the new World League of 
American Football. 

Outrigger is still home to the Honor
ary Consul of Italy for Hawaii. Louis 
J . Finamore has succeeded Guido Sal
maggi in the job. 

Snow in the mountains and 69 degree 
water didn't prevent James Krueger 
from breaking his third World Senior 
Games swimming record and collecting 
his fourth gold medal at the games. He 
won the 50, 100, 200 and 500 freestyle 
events, setting records in the first three. 
Congratulations! 

"Make mine strawberry." That was 
Allen Johnson's response to his ortho
pedic physician when asked what color 
plastic cast he preferred to patch up his 
broken ankle. Allen, enjoying Sunday 

Maybe the terms first crew and sec
ond crew are on their way to becoming 
misnomers . There are just two open 
crews. 

It takes two good crews to push 
each other to be their best; and both 
crews agree, that it was the efforts of 
each crew that he lped us both to 
achieve our victories. If we again pool 
the OCC's talent, I believe that next 
year both open crews will be on top. 

The crew is very grateful to our 
primary helper Dale Hope and our 
boat driver Howa rd Word for their 
valuable help and inspiration during 
the race. / 

ways welcome. 
Leave items for the 

Editor at the Front Desk. Be sure to 
include a phone number in case addi
tional information is needed. / 

New Year's Eve 
Gala Dinner Dance 

• Gourmet Dinner 

• Champagne 

• New Year's Party Favors 

• Duke Heatherly Orchestra 

Main Dining Room ., 

Mondav, December 31 

/ 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. 

S42.50 per person 

Reservations Required 921-1444 
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