


Outrigger Brings Molokai Hoe Championship 
Back to Hawaii 

By Ste1·e Scoff 

The Bankoh Molokai Hoe is the pre
mier outrigger canoe race in the 
world. attracting the top crews from 
the Mainland . Tahit i and Canada. as 
well as most Hawaiian canoe clubs. 

With the largest fie ld ever of 52 
crews. 1986 was to be the toughest 
and most competitive race in recent 
years. Looking at the e ntry list , th is 
was the year tor select o r all-sta r 
crews. 

In 1985, lll inois Brigade stunned the 
canoeing world by wi nning the 
Molokai to Oahu Canoe Race. How 
could a crew from the Midwest win 
an outrigger canoe race in Hawaii? Yet 
looking beyond where they came 
fro m. thei r crew was made up of the 
top marathon canoe paddlers in the 
Uni ted States. 

They were back in 1986, along with 
last year's second place Tahitian crew, 
two select c rews from Tahiti , a hand 

picked Offs hore Canoe Club and lmua 
from Californ ia. By a ll press reports, 
the w inner would be one of these 
c rews, with no local crew being men
tioned as a contender. 

After last year"s race, The Outrigger 
Canoe C lub was suppo ed to be in a 
bui lding year. Be ing considered the 
underdog or da rk horse, we could 
build a serious conte nder without 
pressure. 

Using th is years Senior Men's c rew 
of Chris Kinca id , Mark Rigg. Walter 
G uild. Steve Van Lie r Ribbink and 
Keane Downing as the nucleus, four 
addit ional paddle rs could be added to 
complete an already strong crew. 

It is a tribute to every paddler in 
the Men's program that this year·s ef
fort was so succes. fu l . T he final four 
paddlers selected were Tom Conner, 
Bi ll Bright. Kainoa Downing and Scott 
Rolles. 

In order to be pre pared for 
Molokai, the men's long d istance race 
schedule started with the Catalina to 
Newport Canoe Race. Th is is the o nly 
race where The Outrigger Canoe Club 
is exposed to Mainland c rews we will 
eventually meet in Molokai. 

This year, the two Tahiti select 
c rews were there, and while Out rigger 
fini shed th ird behind Tahiti #I and 
lmua, we were encou raged with our 
showing having had only two weeks of 
practice toge:her. 

It also provided the incentive and 
d irection our training for Molokai 
should ta ke. Following this race, the 
Outrigger placed firs t in both Kona 
and the Skippy race on Oahu. Our 
next race was Molokai, which we ap
proached with guarded opt imism. 

The firs t o rder of business on 
Moloka i was for the advance c rew to 
prepare our racing canoe On ipa'a. and 

Flashing victory signs, Outrigger :~ jubilant paddlers pose with 1heir trophies and prizes. From, Scoff Rolles, Coach 

Steve Scoff , Bill Bright and Mark Rigg. Rear, Kainoa Do111ning, Keane Downing, Chris Kincaid, Tom Conner, Waller 
Guild and Steve li m Lier Ribbink. 
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get the escort boats to Hale 0 ' Lono. 
By Saturday afternoon the equipment 
and crew were ready to race, and 
Sunday morning couldn't come soon 
enough. Race day started with break
fast at 5 a. m. and by 6 :30 we were at 
Hale 0 ' Lono taking care of last 
minute preparations. 

The race started at 7:30, w ith the 
Outrigger positioned on the outside, 
away from the All-sta r crews on the 
inside. 

At Laau Po int , 30 minutes into the 
race, Outrigger was in e ighth place, 
having had to work our way to the in
side line where the current was mov
ing better. 

The first change of paddle rs was 
made, and we set our line directly for 
Koko Head. Within 20 minutes we 

Scott Rolfes is greeted by wife Susu 
after making his fi rst crossing. 

Walter Guild tosses his paddle high 
into the air after Outrigger won the 
1986 Bankoh Molokai Hoe in 5:27:45. 

we re in third place, but by this time 
the field was spreading out and rela
tive posit ion was getting harder to de
te rmine. 

Our only encounte r with another 
crew was with FFPP fro m Tahiti , last 
year's second place c rew. at the 2 
hour mark. They challenged us for 20 
minutes, but we were able to pull 
away. This he lped fire everyone up, 
and from then on we were by our
selves. 

It was at the 3 hour mark that it be
came very ev ident to me that we were 
going to win the race. We had the bet
te r line. and had paddled o urselves 
into the lead. We were a lso en
couraged by reports from our reserve 
Whaler and eyes on the ocean, Kala 
Judd, as to our position relat ive to Ta-

Kainoa and Keane Downing kept a fa 
mily tradition alive. 

Mark Rigg 's family was ll'aiting at 
Fort DeRussy fo r him. 

Bill Bright has competed in eleven 
Mo/okai races and won five. 

hiti #1. 
As we passed Koko Head , the race 

offic ia ls finally acknowledged that 
Outrigger was in the lead , and the 
fl otilla of boats closed in behind us. 

The Outrigger Canoe Club was 
back. By all reports we had won a 
race we weren't supposed to win, in 
sea conditions that should have favored 
c rews from Tahiti and the Mainland. 

We had paddled a canoe that was 
equal to but no better than what every 
other c rew had. The determining fac
tor was the c rew, whose hard work 
and dete rmination to w in Molokai 
started last April. 

The Outrigger Canoe Club can be 
proud of this effort ; as I am , and look 
fo rward to next year's Bankoh 
Molokai Hoe.~) 

Chris Kincaid is welcomed by wife 
Genie. 

Wei/wisher congratulates Steve lim 
Lier Ribbink and Chris Kincaid. 

Tom Conner's sons were happy to have 
him home. It was Conner's 13th cross
ing and sixth win. 
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