
Molokai 1984 

THE VICTORS: Members of Outrigger's No. 1 crew who set a new record of 5:18:19 in the Molokai Hoe Classic. Standing from 
2 left: Henry Ayau, Keane Downing, Mike Fox, Coach Steve Scott, Kevin Olds. Sitting: Bi ll Bright, Brant Ackerman, Bob Riley, 

Marc Haine, Ed Pickering and Walter Guild. 

Early morning: canoes are rigged and 
ready to go at Hale-0-Lono harbor. 
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Gently launching the Leilani. 

Colleen Keene and Jackie Scott 
cheered tl1e Men's crew. 

Mike Fox, member of the first-place 
crew. 

Off Diamond Head- the sprint for the finish and the Gold. 
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Outrigger Sets New Record! 
By Henry Ayau 

What a spectacular way to complete the 
year! After out-paddling the competi
tion through most of Hawaii's Regatta 
and Long-Distance season, Outrigger 
Canoe Club placed first, third and 
eighth respectively at this year's excit
ing 41-mile International Mo1okai Hoe 
Oahu Canoe Classic. 

Outrigger's No. 1 crew in the Leilani 
koa canoe set a new record time of 
5:18:19. The crew members were Bob 
Riley, Bill Bright, Ed Pickering, Marc 
Haine, Kevin Olds, Brant Ackerman, 
Mike Fox, Henry Ayau and Keone 
Downing. Steve Scott, men's coach, 
did a terrific job. He was assisted by 
Walter Guild, who added guidance and 
spirit. 

Outrigger's Masters finished third in 
the Manu Ula fiberglass canoe. The 
Golden paddlers consisted of Tom 
Conner, Marshall Rosa, Tim Guard, 
Mike Clifford, John Finney, Mike 
Muller, Steve Quinn, Fred Hemmings, 
and Mark Buck, who also acted as 
coach. Mark was assisted by Cline 
Mann and Gaylord Wilcox. They were 
outstanding, with 100 years of experi
ence between them and probably set 
back conditioning approximately 33 
years. 

Outrigger's No. 2 team, paddling in 
the Ho1omalie fiberglass canoe, placed 
eighth. The crew members included 
Mike Turner, Chris Kincaid, Tom 
McTigue, Steve Van Lier Ribbink, Gib 
Bintliff, Todd Bradley, Grady Bintliff, 
Karl Heyer IV and Greg Rudin. 

Sunday, October 7, at 7:45 a.m. di
rectly south of Hale 0 Lono Harbor, the 
starter's boat officially signaled for the 
race to begin, and the paddlers' antici
pation and restless energy were quickly 
transformed into determined stroking. 

The Outrigger Masters quickly took 
the lead for approximately 1 mile, but 
by the time of the first crew change, 30 
minutes and nearly four miles into the 
race, they had dropped to third behind 
Offshore No. 1 and Outrigger No. 1. 
The crew change took place as the 
canoes rounded Laau Point and Oahu 
became visible for the first time. 

Behind the first three clubs were the 

Australians, in fourth, Kauai's Hanalei 
in fifth, Hui Nalu in sixth, Molokai 's 
Manae Canoe Club in seventh and Out
rigger's No. 2 in eighth of no more than 
200 yards. The rest of the crews were 
spread out over a quarter-mile distance 
behind the leaders. 

It was estimated that the Kaiwi chan
nel conditions were very calm. Seas 
were 2 to 3-foot swells and the prevail
ing winds were fairly constant out of the 
north/northeast at about 10-15 knots. 

After one and one-half hours into the 
race, Outrigger No. 1 had assumed the 
lead and held about a 90-yard advan
tage over Offshore No. 1. The Outrig
ger's Masters was in third place, about 
200 yards behind Offshore. Outrigger 
No. 2 was somewhere in the top ten. 

Approximately two hours into the 
race, Outrigger No. I and Offshore No. 
1 both did strategic crew changes, and 
Outrigger had stretched its lead to 150 
yards over Offshore. 

A half-hour later, near the mid-point 
of the race and after yet another crew 
change, Outrigger No. 1 had built its 
lead over Offshore to about 250 yards. 
It was then that a school of porpoise 
appeared, flanking them on either side 
as well as in front of the canoe with 
leaping and diving spirits. The por
poise, a beautiful sign of good sailing, 
were a welcome and inspiring sight, as 
they seemed to escort the Outrigger 

crew across the channel. The Outrigger 
Masters, Hanalei and the Aussies were 
still in third, fourth and fifth places, 
respectively. Sixth through tenth places 
were held by Lanikai, Kamehameha 
(Big Island), Hui Nalu, Manae Canoe 
Club and Outrigger, No. 2 

Four hours into the race, Outrigger 
No. 1 was leading Offshore by at least 
200 yards, and the rest of the top 10 
crews were in the same order as at the 
midpoint. Outrigger averaged around 
72 strokes per minute throughout the 
race. Between that point and the finish, 
there was quite a bit of shuffling in the 
fifth through the lOth positions. 

As the lead canoes progressed past 
Koko Head toward Diamond Head, the 
official boats became preoccupied with 
the job of clearing a path for the pad
dlers through the small fleet of local 
well-wishers, who always show up to 
watch and cheer the canoers on the last 
leg of the channel crossing. 

Outrigger No. I really appreciated 
the enouragement and greeters. They 
finished more powerfully than they 
started and set a stunning new record in 
the process, almost seven minutes fas
ter than the old record. Offshore No. 1, 
augmented with Olympic Canadian and 
U.S . medalists, put in a valiant effort, 
finishing almost five minutes ahead of 
their 1981 time, but victory that day was 
for the home teams. The Outrigger 
Golden Masters took their division with 
ease, and placed third overall. 

Other top-ten finishers in this year's 
race were Hanalei, Kauai, fourth; Ham
ilton Island, Australia, fifth; Hui Nalu, 
sixth; Manae Canoe Club, Molokai, 
seventh; Kamehameha, Big Island, 
ninth; and Illinois Brigade, Illinois, 
tenth. Eighth place went to Outrigger 
No. 2 crew, coached by Mike Mason 
and assisted by Aaron Young. 

Mahalo Nui Loa to our Board of Di
rectors Executive Committee (Ben Cas
siday, President), Ray Ludwig, Bruce 
Ames, Steve Scott, Tom Conner, 
Walter Guild, Brant Ackerman and all 
our other coaches and supporters who 
contributed to the most successful sea
son ever. 
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Masters Surprise Themselves 
with 3rd Place Win! 

By John Finney 

Seconds before the racing canoe " Manu 
Ula" g lided past the fini shline of the 
1984 Molokai Hoe, Fred Hemmings 
turned to me and said, " Even in my 
wildest dreams I never would have be
lieved we would wind up in third place. 
And less than a minute off the old 
record!" 

Fred 's remarks mirrored the feelings 
of not only the me mbers of the OCC 
Masters' crew, but those of the offi
cials, spectators and other paddlers as 
well. How indeed had this crew accom
plished such an astonishing feat, given 
the facts that (1) the average age of the 
nine paddlers was at least 40 years; (2) 
only one crew member had been in dis
ta nce training for more than 3 weeks; 
and (3) the team never paddled together 
unt il the race itself. 

In the absence of a convent ional ex
plana tion for the success of the Mas
te rs , let 's s tart with experience. Crew 
his to rian Cline Mann reckoned the nine 
me mbers of the Masters' crew pos
sessed better than 70 channel crossings 
among them, hig hl ight ed by Mark 
Buck 's 16, Tim Guard's 14 , and Tom 
Conner 's 12 races . In first -to- fi ni sh 
honors, the Masters as a group had 
collected a tota l of 24 gold medals. 

Take desire. After an awesome start, 
the Masters actually found themselves 
vying for the lead as the front-runners 
headed into the Molokai Channel be
yond the tip of Laau Point. But Hanalei 
a s well as a strong Australian crew dog
gedly pursued the Masters , and few 
knowledgable observers would have 

Steve Quinn bedecked after the 
Master 's. 

Molokai 1984 
thought it possible for the OCC to main
tain its s trong pace for the 38 miles to 
come. But the desire to hang on to their 
hard-earned third-place positiOn sus
tained the paddlers for the next fi ve 
hours. 

No one was more amazed than the 
crew members themselves . " I'd heard 
it said so often," re ma rked Mike Clif
ford , "that I actually began to think we 
might cave in around the third or fourth 
hour. But being up there with the lead
ers brought out the best in each of us. 
Once we got into the thic k of it, there 
was no way we were going to fold . " 

Take gurs. With the exception of 
John Finney, who had tra ined with the 
OCC's number one crew unti l 10 days 
before the race, no member of the crew 
had spent more then two or three days a 
week in serious training for the race. In 
fac t, as Tom Conner had previously 
said , the Masters ' training regime ap
peared to defy all of the standard con
cepts of distance training. Indeed , the 
lack of solid conditioning began to take 
its toll after the mid-poi nt of the race. 
Cramps, de hydration and fatigue were 
quite in evide nce, more severely with 
some of the paddle rs tha n others . But 
when called upon to leave the comfort 
of the escor t boat for the exhausting 
pace in the canoe, not one team member 
failed to answer the bell. 

Perhaps the most importa nt ingre
die nt of all , at least in the minds of the 

Leslie Muirhead, left, and Pii 
Schnieder give Leslie's baby an 
introduction into the art of canoe 
racing. 

paddlers t hemselves, was the sheer en
joyment of t he race. As Mark Buck put 
it , '·J really didn't have any great ex
pectations about how we would do. 
Finishing in the top 10 was a respectable 
goal , I felt. Just being in the race repre
senting the Outrigger was the greatest 
pleasure for me." 

The Masters' strong start and the sub
sequent strength of the crew throughout 
the race no doubt added to the fun. 
Steve Quinn remarked , " Heck, as soon 
as we realized we were in the real dog
fight with OCC # I and Offshore , we a ll 
developed a much st ronger sense o f 
purpose. Besides, we had nothing to 
lose, a lot to gain, so we all decided to 
go for it. Never mind that we might 
burn out somewhere along the way." 
Mike Mulle r added, " Be ing right in t he 
th ic k of thi ngs from start to fini'sh really 
made the race fun for al l of us." 

The 1984 Molokai Hoe will go down 
in the record books as a crowning 
ach ievement for the OCC: Fi rst-to
finish honors in both the men's and 
women's races, in record times no less; 
a stunning performance in fin ishing 
third overa ll by the Me n's Masters; and 
a very cred itable 8th place fi nish for the 
OCC's #2 Me n. As one of t he local 
papers put it, "Outr igger launched a 
veritable j uggernaut t.o send across the 
Molokai C ha nne l . Th e O ut ri gger's 
success in fin ish ing l'i rs t , th ird a nd 
eighth is unprecedented . " 

But who can say what may happen in 
1985 . Tune in next yea r for a new c hap
ter in t he a nnals of the Molokai Hoe. 

Marshall Rosa after the Master's 
Molokai. 
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