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S e v e n t h

Crossing the Magic Island finish line. From bow to stern: Tim Guard, Jay West, Donnie Mailer, Mike 
Clifford, Mark Buck, Brant Ackerman. On escort boat in rear are crew members Ed Pickering, Jay 
Pynchon, Mike Holmes, Bill Mowat, Milton Beamer, Bill Bright. Photo Mazeppa Costa.

F i r s t  H o b i e  1 6  W o r l d s  
O f f  a n d  O n s h o r e

by Tim Guard

Seventh place f inishes in the a n ­
nual  M o l o k a i - t o - O a h u  O u t r i g g e r  
Canoe Race receive only brief  me n­
tion in the press and quickly pass  into 
history.

On the face of it, Outrigger Canoe 
Club and a score of other Hawai i an 
canoe clubs saw their dominat ion of 
the Molokai  race buried by a fleet of 
Tahi t ian paddlers in the 25th running 
of canoe rac ing’s most prest igious 
event Sunday,  October  17. The  quick-  
stroking Te Oropaa crew covered the 
5 5 . 6  mi l e  c o u r s e  in 7 h o u r s ,  53 
minutes— a record— and it in turn 
was  fol lowed by three addit ional  
Tahi t ian entries.  Kai lua was  the first 
Hawai ian f inisher,  placing fifth,  and 
Outrigger  was  the second island en­
try across  the f inish line in seventh 
place.

To complete the historical  record,  
Outr igger ’s t ime was 8:26:50.  For the 
general  publ ic and the casual  ob­
server  that performance meri ts  little 
more than pass ing comment .

But the real story of the race,  as 
seen through the eyes of our paddlers,  
our  h e l p e r s ,  and our  l o y a l  s u p ­
porters,  lies el sewhere than in n e w s ­
paper columns.

Ti t le  the real story “Desi re” and, 
parenthet ical ly,  add “guts” and "de­
t erminat ion.” This  means  that the 
Outrigger  paddlers didn’t give up 
when the odds against  a f inish even 
in the first hal f  of the fleet of 39 
canoes  were overwhelming.  Where a 
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R o b e l l o  a n d  A n d e r s o n  W i n  
F a l l  G o l f  T o u r n a m e n t

by Frank W alton

Shoot ing a s teady 38-38 (76),  H a r ­
ry Robel lo won the Club golf  c ha m ­
pionship by three st rokes over Sa m 
Kaaua in the Fall  Tourney played at 
Ol omana  Gol f  Course on Monday,  
Se pt e mbe r  27.  Walter  Fle i schaker  
was  third with an 84.

Scor ing an 80 with 14 pars,  seven 
on each side,  Pam Anderson a n n e x ­
ed the l a d i e s  t i t l e  by a h a n d y  15 
strokes  over Kay Banning.  Barbara  
Mc Gui re  was  third with 109.

A total  of 36 players,  10 ladies and
26 men,  headed by Club prexy Roy 
Kesner ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the event 
which started out under blue skies 
and, because  of an inordinate delay 
due to slow play,  ended under misty 
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T h e  g r e a t  w h i t e  l a u n d r y  l ine  
strung along the beachfront  just  
before sundown and after  sunup 
early this month is the rigging and 
dacron of 54 sleek new Hobies,  the 
fleet assembled for the first Hobie
16 World Championship Regatta.

At mid-day,  they’re most ly of f ­
shore,  compet ing in the eight races 
(after qual i f iers)  which make up the 
series,  ending Sat . ,  Nov. 6. After  
dark,  the craft  are beached (under 
securi ty)  at the Natator ium end of 
our shorefront .

Ninety-s i x  local and Mainland 
skippers  and crews are competing 
for 20 top honors to be awarded at 
the big celebratory banquet  in the 
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Exhausted crew at the end of the race. Left to right: Tim Guard, Jay West, Don Mailer, Mike C lif­
ford, Mark Buck, Brant Ackerman. Advertiser photo.

l e s s e r  c r e w  mi ght  s i m p l y  h a v e  
s truggled home a dejected and for­
gotten loser,  our men started paddl ­
ing with a vengeance and put on a 
per f ormance  that inspired all who 
wi tnessed it.

The  s tory begins in the first light of 
dawn at Kaunakakai  on Molokai .  
Despite a confused and disorderly 
assembl y ,  Outr igger  tore a wa y  from 
the s tar t ing l ine at 6:14 a.m. and after
20 minutes  of  furious s t roking found 
i tsel f  in third place— already well  be­
hind the first place Tahi t i an boat but 
gaining open water  on canoes  to the 
rear.  Then,  suddenly,  the fleet of e s ­
cort vesse l s  which had previously 
been s e award of Outr igger  cut across  
our bow to join up with canoes  pro­
ceeding c loser  t owards  shore.  T h e  re­
sult wa s  that  for 15 minutes  " K a k i n a ” 
pi tched and yawed in the confused 
and turbulent  wake  kicked up by 40 
or more powerboats .  By the time the 
c r e w w a s a b l e t o f i n d c l e a r w a t e r ,  v i r ­
tual ly the enti re fleet had gone by 
OCC.  Outr igger  was  in no bet ter  than 
30th posi t ion with six miles of the 
race behind it.

The  cause  seemed hopeless.  The  
f ront - running Tahi t i ans  were p r a c ­
t ical ly out of sight and Outr igger  was  
barely holding its own against  some 
of  the weaker  c rews  in the field. The  
initial  air of opt imism which had in­
fused the paddlers  seemed to have 
dwindled a wa y  with the sunrise.

I talked with Cline Mann,  who was  
aboard our escort  boat “A u k a k a ” 
d i r e c t i n g  n a v i g a t i o n  and s u p e r ­
vising the change chart ,  about  the 
wa y  he felt at this point in the race.  “I 
n e v e r  o n c e  g a v e  up on t h e m  ( the  
crew) , ’’ said Mann,  “but I w a s n ’t sure 
that  the guys could pull t hemselves  
together and move on the leaders.  All 
of a sudden,  though,  we caught  fire;  
the boat s tarted moving smoothly 
through the water,  and we began 
making up ground on the boats  just 
ahead of us. I knew then that  no one 
was  going to give up and that  incred­
ible things might happen in the six 
hours remaining.”

O u t r i g g e r  b e g a n  i t s  i n e x o r a b l e  
march on the leaders just  af ter  it 
passed Hale O Lono,  the previous 
start ing point for the race.  First to fall 
was  Healani ,  who took its stroke up
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to 52 a minute in a desperate  effort  to 
ward off  " K a k i n a , ” which by this 
t ime was  vir tual ly f lying across  the 
w a t e r .  In r a p i d  s u c c e s s i o n  o t h e r  
crews,  including Hui Nalu,  Lanikai ,  
Waikiki  Surf ,  Lahaina,  and Leeward 
Kai,  fell to the onrushing Outrigger .  
In the intervening hours,  canoes  once 
so far distant  that no one could in­
t e l l i g e n t l y  b e l i e v e  t h e y  c o u l d  be 
c a u g h t ,  w e r e  p a s s e d  and lef t  in 
" K a k i n a ’s ” wake.  The  final  c rews  to 
s u c c u m b  to O u t r i g g e r ’s f u r i o u s  
charge were two Tahi t ian ent r i es — 
including Te Oropaa II in our own 
" P a o a " — the al l - s tar  crew represent ­
ing Cal i fornia,  and the Keauhou en­
try from Hawai i  which had prac­
ticed for f ive months  i n t h e m a n n e r o f  
the Tahi t i an paddlers.

In all, 22 c rews  were chal lenged 
a n d  p a s s e d  b y  O C C ’ s r e s o l u t e  
paddlers.  A posit ion at nearly the tail 
end of the fleet early in the race was 
converted into a respectable seventh 
place f inish.  Perhaps  most impor­
tantly,  a tradi t ion of strong and cou­
rageous p e r f o r m a n c e s  by O C C ’s 
Mol okai - to- Oahu crews  was  mai n­
tained and the reputat ion of our Club 
embel l i shed among our fel low c om­
petitors.

Coach-paddl er  Brant  Ackerman 
summed it up for me after the race.  "I 
think the crew performed bri l l iantly 
against  very tough odds,"  Ackerman 
observed.  "Three  weeks  before the 
race we lost three key paddlers:  their 
departure at a cri t ical  j uncture had a 
marked psychological  impact  on all 
of  us. We had to go with a relat ively

inexperienced crew.  Only hal f  the 
crew had more than one Molokai  race 
behind them.  And the condit ions of 
the race i tsel f  were tai lor made for the 
Tahi t ians .  The  Molokai  channel  was 
pract i cal ly a ‘glass-of f . ’ Then to come 
b a c k  s t r o n g ,  p a s s  22 b o a t s ,  and 
l i teral ly overwhelm crews like Surf  
C l u b ,  Hui  Nal u ,  L a n i k a i ,  and the 
Cal i fornians ,  that ’s a fantast i c  per­
f ormance.”

Full credit  must go to the Tahi t ians,  
of course,  for their stunning showing 
in this ye ar ’s race.  Make no mistake 
that Te Oropaa and Maire  Nui domi­
nated the channel  crossing from start  
to finish.  As swift  as the leading 
Tahi t ian entries proved to be, though,  
Outr igger ’s strong showing in the 
somewhat  rougher channel  waters  
convinced many observers  that the 
sea is indeed the condit ioning var i ­
able.  On flat w a t e r  the crews f rom 
Tahi t i  are all but unbeatable:  given 
the rough,  tempestuous condit ions 
one might ordinari ly expect  in the 
M o l o k a i  c h a n n e l ,  the best crews 
f rom H a w a i i  c a n  hold t h e i r  own 
against  their South Paci f ic  compet i ­
tion.

This  ye ar ’s Molokai  crew included 
Mark Buck,  Brant  Ackerman,  Jay 
West,  Ed Pickering,  Mike Clifford,  
Jay Pynchon,  Mike Holmes,  Bil ly 
M o w a t ,  M i l t o n  B e a m e r ,  Donni e  
Mailer,  Bill Bright and the author of 
t h i s  a r t i c l e .  And t h e r e  we re ,  of  
c o u r s e ,  m a n y  n o n - p a d d l i n g  Cl ub 
members  whose sel f less contr ibu­
tions in time,  energy,  enthusiasm and 
spirit  were part of the total effort.

Page 4


