
“Winged O” Profiles:

John McMahon
The h ig h lig h t of the annual A th le tic  Awards Ban­

quet was th e  p res en ta tio n  of the  “ W inged 0 ” aw ard  
to one o f th e  C lub ’s best known and m ost loved men, 
John M cM ahon. W hen Ron S o rre ll announced John’s 
name the  e n tire  au d ience rose to its  fe e t  in a 
standing ovation  in ap p re c ia tio n  o f John’s long and 
dis tinguished  serv ice to th e  O u trig g e r Canoe Club  
and all o f its  m em bers.

John M cM ahon was born in one o f the m ost fam ous  
boroughs in A m erica —  Brooklyn, New York. He 
rea lized  th a t the  t r a f f ic  and sm og w ere  g e ttin g  
p re tty  rough in “ Fun C ity ” w ay back in the  3 0 ’s; 
so rum or has it th a t he hopped on a slab of plywood  
in New  York H arbor and by the  tim e  he reached  
Venice, C a lifo rn ia , he was an accom plished  su rfe r, 
sw im m er and d iv er. He was a lifeg u ard  and s tun tm an  
and soon p a rtic ip a te d  in O lym pic tryo u ts  in w a te r  
polo and d iv ing . A tr ip  to H aw aii fo r  sw im m ing  
co m p etitio n  was all John needed to  convince him  to  
stay; so he sold his re tu rn  t ic k e t  and w e have been  
blessed w ith  his p resence ever since.

John becam e an O u trig g e r m em ber in 1 9 5 3  and has 
been the  gu id ing  lig h t o f our su rfing  program  both  
a t the  Club and in th e  S ta te  o f H aw aii.

He was one o f th e  o rig in a l inno vato rs  and o rg an ­
izers o f th e  f ir s t  m ajor su rfin g  co n test an yw here in 
th e  w orld , inc lud in g  the M akaha S urfing  C lassic. He 
co n trib u ted  a m a jor portion  o f his t im e  to w ard  in­
s titu tin g  an a c tive  S urfing  C o m m ittee  in th e  Club, 
a co m m itte e  w hich has s ing lehanded ly  kep t th e  sp ort 
of su rfing  an im p o rta n t e le m e n t o f our a th le t ic  
program .

The Peruvian In te rn a tio n a l S urfing  C ham pionships  
saw John carry in g  th e  banner o f th e  OCC. There he 
was a g u e s t/ju d g e  and d a rlin g  of th e  senoritas . His 
w ork w ith  the  Club ch am pionsh ips each year have 
m ade the  co n test th r ill in g  and sm ooth-running , w ith ­
o u t the usual “ sn afu s” of su rfin g  co n tes t. A f r e ­
q uent w in n e r h im se lf th rough  the years , he has 
o fte n  been found on the  la rg es t w aves, o u ts u rfin g  
and o u tm an e u ve rin g  younger su rfe rs  o ff and on the  
beach.

It  w ould be safe to say th a t w ith o u t th is  w onder­
fu l gu y ’s concern  fo r  young people a t th e  OCC, our  
su rfing  program  w ould not be w h at it is today.

The W inged “ 0 ”  C o m m ittee  has m ade a w ise and 
popu lar ch o ice in p res en tin g  th is  d is tingu ished  
aw ard  to  John M cM ahon.

1975 President R. W. Mist’s Message
Dear Fellow Members:

As the 1975-76 fiscal year closes I should like to take the opportunity to 

report briefly on the past year’s C lub activities and current condition. 

The challenge of rising operating costs has been met by increased effi- 

ciences and modest price increases which have maintained the C lub’s 

sound financial position. Extensive building and landscaping improve­

ments and maintenance projects have been completed and paid for out 

of current funds. The physical plant is in good condition and roof repairs 

scheduled shortly will complete major maintenance work.

Your Board of Directors has tried during this year to recognize the di­

verse interests and desires of over three thousand active members and to 

administer the C lub ’s finances, facilities and operations so as to best 

serve all members. I would like to recognize and commend the dedica­

tion of both the Board and committee members who have contributed so 

unselfishly of their time and talents to achieve these objectives. To each 

o f them I extend my heartfelt and sincerest mahalo.

Much of our C lub ’s success is directly attributable to the expert manage­

ment and fine spirit of our staff. Our beautiful bar and dining room, out­

standing food and friendly service has been the envy of guests from fine 

clubs all over the world. I should like to thank the Manager, his entire 

staff, and all of our employes for their outstanding efforts.

It has been an honor and privilege to have served as your president for 

the past year. I should like to express my deep appreciation to the mem­

bership and directors for having afforded me the opportunity and for 

their fine support throughout my term of office.

Sincerely,

R. W. M IST, President
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State Legislative Body 
congratulates our Club 
1975 Molokai/Oahu Win

In an action which was unusual if 

not unprecedented, the State House' 

of Representatives recently passed a 

Resolution (HR No. 219) congratulat­

ing our Club and its winning crew 

memebers on winning the 1975 

Molokai/Oahu Race and in doing 

so, setting a new record for the event.

Their action, as set forth in the 

Resolution, was taken in recognition 

not only of the victory, but also the 

part our Club is playing in perpetu­

ating “a sport which is both a heritage 

and a reminder of Hawaii’s ancestral 

greatness and a tribute to the strength 

and determination of Hawaii’s modern 

generation.”
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Omissions . . . regrets . . .
Kekoa Kaapu’s name should have 

appeared in the lists of Marathon 

runners in last month’s “Outrigger”, 

and in that appearing elsewhere in 

this issue. He ran in the 15 age group, 

placed 605th, and his time was 

5:12;26.
Apologies to the following five 

OCC members who ran in the Decem­

ber Honolulu Marathon, but whose 

names did not get into last month’s 

story. Among the five is Howard Kel­

ler who came in 95th and was the top 

OCC finisher, coming in ahead of Dr. 

Jack Scaff, who was previously re­

ported to be the Club’s number one 

runner. Dr. Scaff finished 129th.

Following are the names and order 

of finish of the five:

Place P artic ip a n t Tim e Age Group
95 th How ard K eller 3 :1 5 :3 7 4 0

133rd P e te r B uecking 3 :2 3 :1 9 30
2 7 3 rd Donald Nicol 3 :4 9 :2 5 3 0
3 9 6 th Anne Nicol 4 :1 3 :2 6 3 0
6 0 0 th R obert A nderson, Jr. 5 :0 9 :4 2 50
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