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Charles Hee: 
OCC’s Man for All Seasons

New Year ’s Day in 1941 was an 
auspicious date in the life of Charles 
Hee and the Outrigger Canoe Club, 
for on that day thirty-three years ago 
the Club’s Office Manager joined the 
OCC staff.

Mr. Hee recalls that he worked first 
in a temporary office in the Moana 
bath house until construction of the 
Outrigger Clubhouse, located between 
the Moana and the Royal Hawaiian, 
was completed in mid-1941.  He could 
see from his office the pavilion above 
the canoe shed that preceded the new 
Club facility. The OCC office staff 
then consisted of two people— Mr. 
Hee and a typist. Accounts were kept 
according to the Boston ledger system, 
and all billing was done by hand. For 
office equipment there was one type­
writer and a 10-key manually oper­
ated adding machine. Initiation fees 
were $10 and dues $1.20 a month. 
(Mr. Hee says that even at this price, 
there were delinquent accounts) Wal­
ter Macfarlane was the Outrigger 
President, and the Club had about 
a thousand members.

Mr. Hee was at the Club on the 
morning of December 7, 1941. At first, 
he says, the bombing of Pearl Harbor 
sounded like another training exer­
cise; then the black puffs of bursting 
shells appeared. He recalls the war 
years when the Club was used for 
entertaining submarine crews housed 
at the Royal Hawaiian and was open 
to other members of the Armed Serv­
ices with a minimum of red tape.

Charles Hee has worked with 21 
Outrigger Presidents and being a ver- 
sitile jack of all trades, has held al­
most every conceivable post at the 
Outrigger from dining room to busi­
ness office. He has even acted as man­
ager for several months between 
changes in top Club personnel. He 
remembers Tommy Haine and Peter 
Balding as “ typical rambunctious 
teen-agers’’ and Duke Kahanamoku, 
a Director, as a “down-to-earth Ha­
waiian gentleman, who occasionally 
fell asleep at Board meetings.”

Mr. Hee was born on Kauai, then 
moved to Oahu where he graduated 
in accounting from the University of 
Hawaii. He has two sons and a 
daughter. 1974 has brought him his 
two first grandchildren, a boy and a 
girl.

He hopes to retire in four years and 
is planning to travel and devote more 
time to his three favorite hobbies—  
fishing, gardening, and carpentry. A 
competent gardener, he experiments 
with different methods of propogat- 
ing plants such as cross pollination 
and grafting. He once successfully 
grafted more than a dozen different 
varieties of blossoms on one hibiscus 
plant. Inevitably, many who drive 
past his Hawaii Kai home notice his 
garden from the street, stop, and re­
turn to admire and ask questions. A 
skilled carpenter, he designs and 
builds cabinets and furniture and is 
presently at work on a garden trellis. 
As Office Manager for the Club, or in 
pursuit of a favorite hobby, Mr. Hee 
is always both skilled and busy.

Molokai to Oahu—  
the Super Bowl of 

Canoe Racing
As you read this, you will probably 

already know the results of what 
Canoe Racing Chairman Tuck Sieg­
fried calls “the super bowl of canoe 
racing”— the long distance paddle 
from Molokai to Oahu.

Full race coverage with photos and 
details on the performance of the 
OCC crew will be published in the 
December issue. For now, we would 
like to provide a little historical back­
ground and a few notes on this long­
est and last race of the canoe racing 
season.

This year the beginning of the Molo- 
kai-Oahu Race returned to the tradi­
tional starting point of Hale-o-lono 
Harbor and finished in front of the 
Moana Hotel, a distance of 40 miles.

Paddling the Le ilan i  koa canoe for 
the OCC were: Tom Conner, Mark 
Buck, Marshall Rosa, Tim Guard, Bill 
Mowat, Tuck Siegfried, Brant Acker­
man, Bill Bright, Don Mailer, and Bob 
Moore, (crew  roster  as o f  Oct. 18. 
1974) against approximately 30 com­
peting outrigger canoes.

Special thanks from the paddlers 
and the Club to Kimo Austin, who 
again expertly operated the Boston 
Whaler escort boat.

Since 1968, the OCC has held the 
record in this longest race of the sea­
son. 1968 is, as we go to press, also 
the last year the Outrigger won the 
event.

Car Owners please read, note— and kokua:

The new parking decals w ill be issued to all e lig ib le  members under the fo llow ing 
conditions approved by the Board of D irectors:
R E G U L A R  A N D  I N T E R M E D I A T E  M E M B E R S :

1 set (2 decals) for member, second set for spouse, if he/she drives another fam ily 
car. No more than two sets.

A S S O C IA T E ,  N O N R E S I D E N T .  S E R V IC E  M E M B E R S :
Only 1 set (2 decals) w ill be issued to members in these classifica tions who own 
the vehicle.

J U N I O R  M E M B E R S :
Only 1 set (2 decals) w ill be issued to a Junior member, if he/she qualifies. (Present 
driver's  license)

P L A C IN G  O F  D E C A L S :
It is required that one decal be placed on the le ft half of the front bumper and the 
other decal is to be attached to the r igh t half of the rear bumper.

C H A N G I N G  V E H IC L E S :
When your autom obile is sold and a new set of decals is needed for your new vehi­
cle, you must remove the two stickers from the bumpers and subm it the shavings 
to the manager of the club in order to qualify for a replacement.

C O S T :  One Dollar for each set of decals issued.
(Repeat of text on s lip  enclosed w ith September statements)
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