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A d v e r t is e r  p h o to  b y  R on Je tt

The victorious crew cooling it in the Haw aiian V illa g e  pool are left to right Fred H em m ings Jr., Mark Buck, Tom Conner, 
Jo n  Sutherland, Mike Holm es, B illy M itchell, Henry A yau , Jo n  Haneberg and A ka Hem m ings.

OUTRIGGER SETS MOLOKAI 
R E C O R D :  5:55:16



VICTORY AT SEA
By John M ounts

Boom! The dynam ite  above Hale O Lono Harbor blasts 
and one hundred and seventeen paddlers, d iv ided  among 
th irteen canoes, beg in  the ir fo rty-one m ile g rue ling  test 
o f both mental and physical strength.

The action all took place in the seventeenth annual M o ­
lokai-O ahu canoe race, w here the O u trig g e r Canoe C lub, 
d isp lay ing  both courage and stamina, took a firs t place 
both in the koa d iv is ion  and in the overa ll standings.

They departed from  M oloka i at app rox im a te ly  7:52 
a.m. and landed on the shores o f O ahu, in fro n t o f the 
H ilton Hawaiian V illage  at about 1:47 p.m ., setting a new 
course record w ith  a tim e o f five  hours, f ifty - f iv e  m inutes 
and sixteen seconds.

The most amazing part o f th is record break ing  tim e is 
that m idw ay betw een the islands, the e igh t to  ten foo t 
swells caused the canoe to f lip  over com p le te ly ! M any had 
visions o f 1966 w hen the O u trig g e r C lub was caught in 
the same situation, and was forced to pu ll out o f the race. 
Due to the fast th ink ing  o f the paddlers and those con­
cerned, the canoe was righ ted  in fo u r m inutes and back 
in operation in another fo u r m inutes! Two o ther clubs 
suffered sw am pings and had to w ith d ra w . U n fo rtuna te ly , 
Hui Nalu's boat had to be tow ed  to Oahu, w h ile  Kauai 
was tow ed back to Hale O Lono, M oloka i.

From the ve ry  start o f the race O u trig g e r Canoe g round  
in to  firs t place and never re linqu ished her lead. A lthough  
at one tim e, w hen the canoe was under w ater, Healani 
and Lanikai started to creep up w ith in  one boat length, 
but a fte r our crew  started padd ling  again they took o ff 
never to be seen by another club.

H ow ard  Pennington

This year's crew  consisted o f the fo llo w in g  paddlers: 
Henry Ayau, M ark Buck (coach), Tom Conner, Jon Hane­
berg, Aka Hem m ings, Fred Hem m ings, M ike  Holmes, B illy  
M itche ll, and Jon Sutherland. These nine men should be 
h igh ly  praised and adm ired fo r the trem endous e ffo rt they 
put fo rth  on this Sunday, O ctober 20th, 1968.

On many occasions these men w ere plagued by sea 
sickness and fa tigue , but they never gave up. They just 
g ritted  the ir teeth, "sucked up the ir gu ts ," and kept go ing 
stroke fo r stroke, g iv in g  it every ounce they had un til the 
very end. M any people do not realize that the M olokai 
channel is p robab ly  the roughest channel in the w o rld , and 
padd ling  fo rty -one  miles across it is no easy picnic! As 
the saying goes, "W hen the go ing  gets tough, the tough 
get g o in g ,"  and our paddlers surely radiated the tru th  
behind this today!

Jerry Ober

The O u trig g e r fleet. Ron

The tra in ing  and practice fo r this race was begun about 
six weeks ago, just fo llo w in g  the Lanikai-W aikiki race. 
The curricu lum  consisted o f, an hour o f padd ling  each 
evening from  the club to H onolu lu Harbor or Kewalo 
Basin, and return. Each Sunday m orn ing  at approxim ate ly 
6:00 o'clock, they made the ir " lo n g  padd ling  run ." Some­
tim es they w ou ld  paddle to Pearl Harbor and back, prac­
tic ing  changes, w hich w ere adm inistered over a twenty- 
fo u r m ile  span. O ther days they w ou ld  do the same by 
jou rney ing  ou t in to  the channel by Hanauma Bay and 
back. One o f the paddlers com m ented tha t one o f the 
hardest practices w h ich  they encountered was a race w ith  
the tw o  practice canoes from  the club to Portlock and 
re turn ! As you can see m any long laborious hours o f time 
and e ffo rt both in the canoe and out, w ere spent in prepa­
ration fo r  this race.
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In addition the "younger paddlers" of the club, espe­
cially the younger crew in the Lanikai-W aikiki race would 
like to personally congratulate Aka Hemmings for the ex­
ceptional job he accomplished. At just sixteen years old 
he went into this race and paddled as well or maybe 
even better than any of the veterans. So keep your eye 
on this guy as one of the next generation's greatest p ad­
dlers!

W hy do these nine men and others like them choose 
to battle the relentless sea, in an environment where man 
versus nature for survival, and never triumphs totally, 
but just conquers temporarily? When a race means blisters 
upon blisters, muscle aches upon muscle aches, and cramps 
upon cramps? Many do it for the challenge and for the 
thrill of victory, know ing that all the time and work you 
have spent has all been worth it. Most important of all is 
the sense of pride you feel after it's all over—not only 
in your equipment, and in your fellow  paddlers, but in 
you, yourself, know ing that you personally have fought 
against the elements of the sea, and for the time being 
have w o n !!

While the heroes of the day are always the paddlers, 
credit must be given to all those who participate in the 
organization and provide the logistical support needed to 
get them there on time. This year as in the past three 
years, the club was indeed fortunate to have for escort, 
the HULA KAI, owned and skippered by the master of 
the Molokai Channel, Sherry Dowsett and his crew Darrell 
Heine. Once again the skipper of the auxiliary boat, a 
Boston Whaler, was Tom m y Arnott. Again  this year we 
had the devoted services of Dr. Bob Smith. Bob performed 
what may have been the longest single operation of his 
career. He was in constant attendance to the various mem­
bers of the crew as well as photographers and anyone 
else aboard suffering from mal de mer. The elite helpers' 
corps this year headed by over all coordinator Clin e  Mann 
were Je rry  O ber, Paul M acLaughlin, G lenn Perry, Fred 
Low rey, Kim o Austin and A lbert Lemes. Those who 
trained throughout the season but did not paddle pro­
vided invaluable help for the race. They were Jo h n n y  
M ounts, Dave A lexan der, Steve Scott and Bill Eggers.


