We are proud of our paddlers who finished the long grind from Molokai in fourth place. First

vow, left to right: Bob Muirhead, Paul Dolan, Albert Lemes, Tom Moore. Back row: Doug

Carr, Meviyn Lyons, Harry Shaeffer, Tom Schroeder. They showed the excellent training and
' ' ‘ coaching by “Toots” Minuvielle.

WAIKIKI SURF CLUB WINS MOLOKAI-OAHU RACE

(From the Honolulu Star-Bulletin)

Kona weather and swells 15 feet high

couldn’t deny the veteran Waikiki Surf’

Cluby’s Number 1 crew from winning its
second Molokai-to-Oahu outrigger canoe
race vesterday.

I'he surfers finished the grueling 36-
mile event, which opened Aloha Week
festivities, in 7 hours, 9 minutes and 40
seconds.

I hev first won the race in 1953,

Hui Nalu, defending champion this
year, finished a close third only three
hundred yards behind the Hale Au Au
CAanoe,

Hale Au Au finished in 7.14:55, Hui
Nalu in 7.19:55.

I he record is 6 hours,
by Hui Nalu last year.

5 minutes, set

OCC FOURTH

The Outrigger Canoe Club finished
fourth, followed by Waikiki Surf Club
Numher 2 Kaalannoka Knkui o Lani-

was towed [rom Koko Head to the finish.
WINS $500 PRIZE

For its heroic efforts in conditions
nearly as adverse to canoe racing as the
first channel race in 1952, the Waikiki
Surt Club won $500 first prize. Hale Au
Au took home 5300 and Hui Nalu $100.

The king and queen ol Aloha Week
were at Waikiki Beach to present the
winners with leis and the Aloha Week
perpetual trophy emblematic of victory
im the modern sport which gencrations
ago was routine transportation for Ha-
wdllans.

A large crowd lined Waikiki Beach
under sunny skies to welcome the tired
paddlers as they rode the surf to the
finish line.

SIX IRON MEN

‘The winners never needed a reliet pad-
dler as all six men—Dutchy Kino, Moki
Perkins, Sam Steamboat Jr., Jammer Ke-
kai, Blackie Makaena and Blue Makua



All but Kekai had made the trip be-
fore and several were making their fourth
trip through the rugged channel cross-
currents.

Steamboat said afterward the crew
members drank fresh water and ate
honey while fighting gigantic swells dur-
ing the seven-hour ordeal.

Although the W.S.C. crew had only
a few hours of training belore the race
Steamboat and Perkins said experience
told the tale and brought victory.

“We used the same southern route
straight to Koko Head we used in the
rough weather in 1952, Perkins said.
Molokai won the three-boat race that
year,

TOUGHEST SINCE 1952

Rain, changing winds and currents and
cold weather on the Molokai side of the
channel made yesterday's event the
roughest since 1952 veteran race ob-
servers agreed.

A canvas canopy zipped to the waist
kept crews [rom wasting manpower bail-
ing water. The front man in each canoe
was continually drenched as the outrig-
gers plowed through the surging sea.

“Some waves were as high above us as
palm trees,” Steamboat said.

Motor launches which served as guide
boats for each canoe olten had canoes
ahead dip from view in the swells. Re-
lief crews were aboard each cabin cruiser

but [ew changes were needed by the
sturdy paddlers.
RACE DELAYED

The race was delayed by two hours at
Kamakiu Bay, Molokai, because heavy
surf made canoe launching treacherous.
The Hui Kalia capsized and the Molgkai
entrant floundered briefly in the break-
ers. :

The first canoes reached the outer bay
at 6:30 a.m. after traditional breakfast
and prayer services but had to wait until
8:06 before race marshal Louis Kahana-
moku could start them off.

The paddlers sat around in their boats,
chilled to the bone, in rain and cool
winds waiting for relief crews [rom the
beach.

Earl Akana was given credit by race
officials for his frequent dangerous trips
in a speedboat to the beach and back
transporting needed personnel to power
cralt belore the race could start,

The Waikiki Surlers selected a sougly-
ern course in view of kona winds, took
the lead at the start and were never
headed.

Runnerup Hale Au Au selected the
northern route to QOahu’s Makapuu Point.
This strategy had been successfully used
in past races during trade wind weather
when the currents along Oahu sweep to-
ward Diamond Head.

AU AUS SURPRISED
That Hale Au Au made a close race of
it, and surprised many race strategists.

Our paddlers arrive at Wai-
kiki on October 16 after a
gruelling race from Molokai.
It is estimated that they pad-
dled approximately 45 miles.




