By Ron Moyer
Star-Bulletin Writer

The women who came
ocompete in the first-
sver, long distance race
vere no strangers to the
nside of a koa canoe.

They had been in one
many times before. But
sne place'their competi-
‘ion had not carried them
was the open ocean

Until yesterday.

DEDICATED: TO the
memory of George ‘“‘Dad"’
Center, a prominent local
and international sports
figure in the early 1900’s
regarded by most every-
one in the Islands as the
“father of local canoe rac-
ing,”” the Outrigger Canoe
Club, together with the
Hawaii Canoe Racing As-
sociation (HCRA), spon-
spred this historie
women's event.

Everyone connected
with the event—together
with the curious—gather-
ed in Hawaii Kai under a
hot morning sun, in an
atmosphere of expected
anticipation—to partici-
pate in and observe the
fast approaching start of
something new—and very
real—to the competitors. .

The women crews—
proud and feeling some-
what fortunate to be a
part of local canoe history
—were ready and waiting.
The two weeks of train-
ing, the last-minute
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WINNING CREW — ‘Ou?rigger Canoe Club’s winning crew paddles past Diamond Head lighthouse en route to victory.

preparations and instruc-
tions—all pau. The time
for action was near.

The teams representing
the canoe clubs who ac-
cepted the challenge—
Outrigger, Kailua, Heala-
ni, Waikiki Surf, Lanikai
and Hui Nalu—pondered
the nine-mile trek to the
Waikiki finish line at the
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Outrigger Canoe Club.
They also pondered how
much of a part each
member of the nine-
women team would play
in guiding the six-women
crew across the finish line
—and in what order.

They would have their
answers within the next
two hours.

Originally scheduled to
start at 10, the race got
underway at 10:24 with
each canoe receiving a
starting—and good luck—
shove.

From the very begin-

outfit, was more adept
thanp the others at chang-
ing:paddlers, sometimes
as many as three at a
time, in a matter of sec-
onds, without seeming to

lose those ever-so-valu-

able strokes.

It was equally obvious
that the race, nearing
Black Point, would be de-
cided by quick and quality
changes. The Lanikai
crew stood out gs a per-
fect example. Challenging
for'the lead in the early
goipg, they were victims
nf s]oppv chnngeq dnd fell
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close’contention.

The only menacing surf
of the race was encounter-
ed at Diamond Head
Beach Park. After the
crews successfully negoti-
ated a couple of eight-foot
breakers, the Kakina re-
lengthened her lead as the
crews geared up for the
fmal stretch run into Wai-

kik

THF OUTRIGGER out-
fit continued to stroke
strong and hard, giving no
indication of relinquishing
their hard-earned advan-
tace Not knowing wheth-

or hic nracant nadAdlare

exhausting miles, the
Kakina and her Outrigger
crew swept across the fin-
1sh line to victory, an hour
and 2] minutes after the
challenge began. Healani
followed six seconds later,
concluding a wvaliant
catch-up effort. Waikiki
Surf took third—and the
last awards place—in one
hour, 21 minutes, 45 sec-
ands. Kailua €1:21:50) was
next, followed by Lanikai
122345 and Hui Nalu
(1:-26: 15

Members of the first
place OCC team were
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preparations and instruc-
tions—all pau. The time
for action was near.

The teams representing
the canoe clubs who ac-
cepted the challenge—
Qutrigger, Kailua, Heala-
ni, Waikiki Surf, Lanikai
and Hui Nalu—pondered
the nine-mile trek to the

Waikiki finish line at the

Outrigger Canoe Club.
They also pondered how
much of a part each
member of the nine-
women team would play
In guiding the six-women
crew across the finish line
—and in what order.

They would have their
answers within the next
two hours.

Originally scheduled to
start at 10, the race got
underway at 10:24 with
each canoe receiving a
starting—and good luck—
shove.

From the very begin-
ning, the Outrigger’s
Kakina shot out to an
early lead in the colorful
and cooperative Pacific.

It was generally con-
ceded that each crew was
in equally as good a shape
as the next. The race
would not be decided by
physical conditioning.

THE KAKINA, respond-
ing to the swift, smooth
movements of her passen-

gers, lengthened her lead -

near Aina Haina, gliding
effortlessly across the
water.

It was obvious that her
crew, a small and wiry

outfit, was more adept
than the others at chang-
ing' paddlers, sometimes
as many:as three at a
time, in @ matter of sec-
onds, without seeming to
lose those ever-so-valu-
able strokes.

It was equally obvious
that the race, nearing
Black Point, would be de-
cided by quick and quality
chdnges. The Lanikai
crew stood out as a per-
fec}.example. Challenging
forithe lead in the early
goipg, they were victims
of sloppy changes and fell
slo*«']y, then swiftly, out of
contention.

Rounding Black Point,
the Healani crew seemed
to be making their move
to tlose the once-lengthy
gap to a not-so-comfort-
able four lengths.

'he Waikiki Surf crew,
running on a course clos-
est to the shoreling, went
unnoticed in their solitary
pogition but remained in

close’contention.

The only menacing surf
of the race was encounter-
ed ‘at Diamond Head
Beach Park. After the
crews successfully negoti-
ated a couple of eight-foot
breakers, the Kakina re-
lengthened her lead as the
crews geared up for the
final stretch run into Wai-

kiki.

THE OUTRIGGER out-
fit continued to stroke
strong and hard, giving no
indication of relinquishing
their hard-earned advan-
tage. Not knowing wheth-
er his present paddlers
had the strength to guide
the Kakina successfully
across the finish line.
looming invitingly ahead,
Coach Tom Connors de-
cided to take a chance. He
called for a change, a
three-paddler change, and
hoped and prayed this last
one would go as smoothly
as the numerous ones be-

fore. ‘
FINALLY..AFTER nine

exhausting miles, the
Kakina and her Outrigger
crew swept across the fin-
1sh line to victory, an hour
and 21 minutes after the
challenge began. Healani
followed six seconds later,
concluding a valiant
catch-up effort. Waikiki
Surf took third—and the
last awards place—in one
hour, 21 minutes, 45 sec-
onds. Kailua (1:21:50) was
next, followed by Lanikai
(1:23:45r and Hui Nalu
(X 236315

Members of the first-
place OCC team were
Kristy Muller, Stephany
Sofos, Moirad Scully.
Maile Morgan, Laurie
Cundall, Tracy Paworth,
Heidi Hemmings, Jul Ma-
guire and Lynn Mason.

Officially, the Outrigger
Canoe Club team was the
winner. But they were all
winners. Draped with wel-
coming leis, they had all
started, competed and fin-
1shed. :




