
Na Wahine Canceled 
Due to Wind and Waves

Na Wahine O Ke Kai

      After the most successful regatta season in many 
years, winning the senior division in all six OHCRA 
regattas plus the OHCRA championships, then placing 
second at the State Championships, the open women 
trained very hard to prepare for the distance season.  
      The season kicked off really well for the OCC 
women with a close third place in the Dad Center race 
from Kailua to OCC.  The only crews in front of the 
OCC women were Waikiki Beach Boys (the current Na 
Wahine O Ke Kai champions) and the all star Team 
Bradley (second place in 2014 Na Wahine).  
      The girls followed this up with another third plac-
ing in the E Lau Hoe from Hawaii Kai to Nanakuli.  
After falling behind the top crews in the first hour 
because one of the girls was ill, the crew showed 
character and great fitness to fight their way back 
into contention and again finish with only the Waikiki 
Beach Boys and Team Bradley in front of them across 
the finish line
      After an outstanding fourth place in the Na Wa-
hine O Ke Kai in 2014 all indicators were that the girls 
were primed for another strong showing in the 2015 
event.  Unfortunately Mother Nature did not play ball 
and the race was cancelled due to big seas and very 
strong winds making conditions very dangerous.  
      Very disappointing for all the girls, but in the end 
it was the right call by the race organizers.

      If experience is the best teacher, waterman Mike Holmes earned 
his Ka`iwi Channel Survival Ph.D. while steering Leilani in the 1966 
Molokai to Oahu Canoe Race. Fifteen to twenty foot swells and wind 
gusting to 30 knots was the norm and only six of the 12 canoes fin-
ished. 
      Waikiki Surf Club’s Malia went ama over three times climbing 
the face of waves. Lanikai finished with five seat empty as four crew 
members were too sick to paddle. Hawaiian Civic Club had their koa 
canoe Uwila break up under tow.  (Outrigger, The Koa Log June 
2015).
      So it was with good reason he was asked by the Na Wahine O 
Ke Kai Race Committee for his opinion whether the race should be 
run or be cancelled due to snarly seas. Holmes was also scheduled to 
escort a crew made up of marathon paddlers from across the U.S. and 
Canada. But none had made an open ocean change. He related his 
‘66 memories and cautioned against racing.
      “I have made poor decisions in my own ocean career and for-
tunately I’m still here to steer those further down the learning 
curve and to impress on them the dangers of not respecting the life 
threatening awesome power of the sea,” Holmes said.  He is still the 
teacher.
      Mike DeRego, chairman of the Na Wahine Safety Committee and 
skipper of the official race boat Maggie Joe, and a charter captain for 
40 years, told the committee he had come to Molokai that Thursday 
and had never seen the Kaiwi Channel so rough.
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