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A Day that Will Live in Glory
For Outrigger’s Wahine Paddlers!

By Coach Tom Conner

SATURDAY-OCT. 13-KAUN AKAKAI
It is n ow t wo w e e k s  a f t e r  the Me n ' s  

M o l o k a i - O a h u  race,  and u n b e l i e v 
a b l y  I am b a c k  on Mo l o k a i  for 
a n o t h e r  canoe  race.  T h i s  t ime the 
Ou t r i g g e r  W o m e n  are paddl i ng  the 
s a me  d i s t a nc e  that  we  did 14 da y s  
ago,  and the onl y di f f er ence  is that  
they have  never  done it before .  
P e r ha ps  this  is a b l e s s i ng  be c a u s e  the 
w o m e n  bel i eve  e ve r t h i ng  t hat  I tell 
t hem and so far  e v e r y t h i n g  has  gone 
a cc or di ng  to plan.  Not hi ng  has  been 
ove r l ooke d in pr e p a r a t i o n  and I am 
conf i dent  our  w o m e n  wi l l  win.  M a n y  
hour s  have  gone into thei r  t ra ining,  
mos t  of  t hem at d a y b r e a k  w h e n  it is 
just  l ight enough to see.  E v e r y  day  1 
have  to dr e a m up s ome  n e w f or m of  
tor ture to keep the w o m e n  in peak 
condi t i on.  I feel  that  wh a t  our  t eam 
l a c ks  in e x p e r i e nc e  they wi l l  ma k e  up 
for in condi t i oni ng  and gri t .

HALE 0 LONO, SUNDAY-OCTOBER 14
T h e  race  s t a r t s  s ho r t l y  a f t e r  7 : 00 

a.m.  and O. C.C.  j u m p s t o a q u i c k  t wo-

length lead over  a r c h - r i v a l  Hui  Nalu.  
T o  our  chagr i n  we al so not i ce  that  
Ba l b o a  B a y ’s gi r l s  are ma t c h i n g  us 
s t r oke  to s t roke .  A p p a r a n t l y  B a l b o a  
ma n a g e d  to corra l  e ve r y  A m a z o n  on 
the We s t  C oa s t  and g a ve  t hem a c r a s h  
cour se  in c a n o e  paddl ing.  S h o r t  on 
s t yl e  but  long on bicep,  the Ba l b o a  
gi r l s  s t a y  right  wi t h  us pas t  Laau 
Poi nt  and into the cha nne l .  As  we 
s t ar t  to m a k e  c r e w  c h a n ge s ,  B a l b o a ’s 
i n e x p e r i e n c e  b e c o m e s  evi dent  as  
thei r  c a noe  c o m e s  to a gr i ndi ng  halt  
wh e n  rel ief  pa ddl e r s  are  br ought  in.

M e a n w h i l e  our  c r e w  c h u r n s  a long 
a 50 s t r o k e s  per mi nut e  as  our  t wo  
s t e e r s me n ,  A n n e  Hoga n  and T r a c y  
Phi l l i ps ,  d r a w  a bead on Di a mo nd  
Head.  K i m o  A u s t i n  and I are  in the 
Bos t on  W h a l e r  ha ndl i ng  the c r e w  
c h a n g e s  and we m o s t l y  c h a t  about  
the w e a t h e r  and h o w s mo o t h l y  our  
gi r l s  are paddl ing.  I mus e  to m y s e l f  
h o w the gi r l s  h a ve  a c e r t a i n  r h yt h m,  
s t yl e  and g r a c e  to thei r  m o v e m e n t s  
w h i c h  set t he m a p a r t  f rom the male  
paddl ers .  I can a f f or d to d a y d r e a m

b e c a u s e  we have  now bui l t  up a hal f -  
mi le lead over  Ba l boa  and they do not 
a p p e a r  to be get t ing a n y  c loser .

As  Oa h u  l ooms  up on the horizon,  
our  c a no e  is j oined by an i ncr eas i ng  
a r m a d a  of s pe c t a t o r  boat s .  Fr i ends  
and r e l a t i ves  cheer  and snap pic t ures  
of  the gi r l s  as we get c l os er  and c l oser  
to Di a mo nd  Head.  I decide  to have  all 
of the c r e w put on thei r  t eam s hi r t s  so 
t hat  the pi c t ur es  wi l l  look nice.  I joke 
to m y s e l f  that  p e r ha ps  the gir l s  
s h o u l d  s t o p  a n d  put on s o m e  
m a k e u p  before  they hit the beach .

We ma k e  one last  c r e w c h a n g e  in 
front  of the Ou t r i g g e r  Cl ub  and the 
gi r l s  head for D e R u s s y  B e a c h  and 
t h e i r  w e l l  d e s e r v e d  v i c t o r y  
ce l e br a t i on .  Ami d  all  of  the c o n f us i o n  
of  of f i c ia l  boat s ,  C oa s t  G u a r d  boat s ,  
and s p e c t a t o r s ,  we have  a hard t ime 
l ocat i ng the proper  f lag to turn at.  
F or t una t e l y ,  Ba l b o a  is wel l  a s t e r n  
and we e v e n t u a l l y  l ocat e  the proper  
mar k.

On the be a c h ,  at last ,  the gi r l s  are 
s ur r o u nd e d  by  repor t er s ,  c a m e r a s ,  
and an a b u n d a n c e  of  leis.  Ami d  all  of  
the c o mmo t i o n ,  I m a n a g e  to c a t c h  
O u t r i g g e r ’s wi nn i n g  t ime;  6 hour s  35 
mi nut es .  I ref l ect  b a c k  to ten y e a r s  
ago,  1969 ,  w h e n  Wa i k i k i  S u r f  Cl ub  
wo n the m e n ’s Mo l o k a i  Ra c e  over  the 
s a me  cour se .  T h e  t i me- 6  h o u r s  38 
minut es .  I k no w;  b e c a u s e  I w a s  in the 
se cond place canoe .  Is there a 
me s s a g e  there s o m e w h e r e ?

M e m b e r s  of  O u t r i g g e r ’s t e a m were:  
An i t a  Mi nt e e r ,  Kai ul u  Do wni ng,  S u e  
Odl t ,  T i a r e  R i c ha r d s ,  Di ana  S m a r t ,  
A n n e  H o g a n ,  C o n n i e  M a g u i r e ,  
S h a r o n  B i n t l i f f ,  S u z y  J o h n s t o n ,  
Mo n t e  Cos t a ,  Mi c h e l e  St .  John and 
T r a c y  Phi l l ips .

Victorious Women's Crew crossing finish line. Crew members (l/r ) : Connie Maguire; "Doc" Bintliff; Susie Johnston; Monte 
Costa; Michele St John; Tracy Phillips A dvertiser photo


