
Our heroines relax on the beach (l/r ) : Robin Smith, Monte Costa; Michele St. John; Sharon 
Bintliff; Tracy Phillips; Ann Hogan; Anita Minteer; Connie Maguire; Tiare Richards; Susie 
Johnston; Sue Oldt.

T h e  W o m e n ’s M o lo k a i  The Outrigger’s Annual  
th ro u g h  a W o m a n ’s E y e s  Thanksgiving Castle Swim

By Jeanne Dean

S o  as  not to m i s s  a mi n u t e  of  this  
h i s t or i c  r ace  I f l ew o v e r  to M o l o k a i  
the d a y  befor e .  I found that  t here  w a s  
a c o m m o n  t heme among all  the wo me n  
p a d d l e r s  I s p o k e  wi t h ,  and it w a s n ’t 
wi n n i n g .  I ns t e a d ,  t hey  we r e  ch a r g e d  
u p o v e r b e i n g a b l e t o c o m p e t e i n w h a t  
w a s  unt i l  n o w  a c h a l l e n g e  onl y  men 
could a s p i r e  to. T h e y  s po k e  l ovi ngl y  
of  w o m e n s ’ L e i n a n i  F a r i a ,  w h o  
c a m p a i g n e d  long and hard for  this  
w o m e n s ’ race,  and to w h o m  the race  
w a s  dedi c a t ed.  A f t e r  the movi ng  
b l e s s i n g  the mor ni n g  of the race,  leis 
we r e  dr oppe d f r om the de pa r t i ng  
c a n o e s  in her  honor .  A l s o  honor ed 
w a s  our  very  o wn  Aunt i e  Eva  
Po mr o y ,  O u t r i g g e r ’s g u a r d i a n  angel ,  
and a n  int egr a l  par t  of  our  canoe  
pr ogr am.

It w a s  a beaut i f u l ,  hot ,  t r a d e wi n d  
day and e v e r y o n e  r e m a r k e d  h o w 
c a l m the c h a n n e l  wa s ,  in spi t e  of  
s o m e  v e r y  l a r g e  s w e l l s .  T h e  
Ou t r i g g e r  wo m e n  took the lead ear ly ,  
paddl i ng  an a l mo s t  c o n s i s t e n t  52 
s t r o k e s  a m i n u t e — their  c r e w c h a n g e s  
a l mo s t  t e x t b o o k  perfect .  It w a s  a 
p e r f o m a n c e  o f  a v e r y  h i g h l y  
m o t i v a t e d  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  
c o a c h e d  t e a m  — c h a m p i o n  s a i l e r  
mot he r s ,  f l ight  a t t e n da nt ,  model ,  a 
t eam of w o m e n  from ma n y  w a l k s  of  
life,  but  all  good at hle t es .

T h e  rest  is h i s t o r y  and a n o t h e r  
Ou t r i g g e r  vi c tory.

Ca l l i ng  al l  C a s t l e  S w i m m e r s  and 
e s c o r t  he lpers .  T h e  s w i m  c o m m i t t e e  
e n c o u r a g e s  you to s ign up n o w for the 
Cl ub ' s  A n n u a l  T h a n k s g i v i n g  Ca s t l e  
S w i m .  P l a n  a head;  s t ar t  t r a i n i ng  
now,  but  be s ure  to s ign up in or der  to 
plan for the V i c t o r y  C e l e b r a t i o n  
Br u n c h  f o l l owi ng  the s wi m .

T h e  da t e  is N o v e m b e r  25,  the 
S u n d a y  a f t e r  T h a n k s g i v i n g .  T h e  t ime 
is 8 : 0 0  a.m. ,  an  hour  d e t e r mi n e d  by 
the mos t  f a v o r a b l e  t ide c u r r e n t  for 
our  i n f a m o u s  “wr o n g  w a y "  s w i m  
event .  P l e a s e  be prompt .  T h e  t ide gets  
us if we  s t ar t  ear l i er ,  or later .

T h e  1 Vz mi les  c o u r s e  w a s  o r i g i na l l y  
f rom the C a s t l e  Ho me  ( n o w the El ks  
Cl ub)  to the old O C C  c l u b h o u s e  at 
W a i k i k i  Beach .  For  o b v i o u s  r e a s ons ,  
we n o w  s w i m  in the ot her  di rect ion.

All  ages  are  we l c o m e  and speed is 
not  i mpor t ant .

T h e  Cl ub  pr ovi des  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
to the s t ar t ;  the c o u r s e  is f lag-  
ma r k e d ,  and pa ddl er  e s c o r t s  are 
provi ded by a n y  s pouse ,  f r iend,  chi ld 
or bes t  f r iend wh o  w a n t s  s ome  good 
fun and is wi l l i ng to work.

Di v i s i o ns  are male/female  - junior ,  
and male/female  adul t ,  age ca t e g o r i e s  
as  fo l l ows:  18 - 24 ;  25 - 3 4 ;  3 5 - 4 4 ; 4 5 - 5 4 ;  
55 - 6 4 ,  6 5 - 7 4 ;  75 and over.

Last  year ' s  w i n n e r s  we r e  Donna 
K a h a k u i  and J i mmy  Dean.  T h e r e  wil l  
be an a w a r d  for  the 1st  place 
f i n i s he r s  in ea ch  ca t egor y.
Ian E m b e r s o n ,  S w i m m i n g  C h a i r ma n .

H o w  o u r  M e n ’s C r e w  W on  
the ’79  M olok ai

By Tom Conner, Coach

“ NOBODY REMEMBERS WHO CAME 
IN SECOND” T h e s e  t hought s  were  
r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t he  m i n d s  of 
O u t r i g g e r ’ s p a d d l e r s  a s  t h e y  
l a ng ui s he d in se cond place for the 
f i rst  f ive hour s  of  the 19 7 9  Aloha 
We e k  Mo l o k a i  to O a h u  Ca no e  Race.

O n c e  a g a i n  the O. C. C.  men were  
faced wi t h  f o r mi d a b l e  compet i t i on ,  
this  t ime in the form of  the Ba l boa  
B a y  Club,  a gr oup of  O l y m p i c  Ka y a k  
racer s  and p r o f e s s i on a l  s t r on g me n  
wh o  t hink not hi ng  of  pr a c t i c i ng  f rom 
s u n r i s e  to s unse t  in pr e pa r a t i o n  for a 
" b i g  r a c e . ” C o n s i d e r  the fact  that  the 
O u t r i g g e r  t eam c o n s i s t s  of  a group of 
me n  wh o  h a ve  been  Cl ub  m e mb e r s  
for an a v e r a g e  of  ten year s .  And,  
c o n s i d e r  the Ba l b o a  t eam who s e  
p a d d l e r s  ar e  v i r t u a l l y  al l  n o n 
m e m b e r s  on a t w o - w e e k  s c h o l a r s h i p  
for  c a n o e  racing.  Ha l f  of  thei r  t eam 
w a s  made up of  the n ow defunct  
" B l a z i n g  P a d d l e s "  wh o  took last  
y e a r ’s race.  W h e n  you t ake  al l  of  this  
into co n s i d e r a t i o n ,  it is r e m a r k a b l e  
t hat  our  l i t t le c l ub  can  mount  a 
s e r i ous  t hreat  a g a n i n s t  i n t er nat i ona l  
c o m p e t i t i o n .  I n d e e d ,  w e  w e r e  
for t una t e  that  the p o we r h o u s e  t eams  
f rom T a h i t i  e l ec ted to p a s s  up this 
year ' s  race.

KAUNAKAKAI-FRI  DAY SEPT. 28
O. C . C . ’s t wo  m e n ’s t e a ms  are 

he a d q u a r t e r e d  at the Hotel  Mol oka i  
and are busy  r igging the k o a " K a k i n a ” 
and tes t i ng thei r  canoes .  Mu c h  t ime is 
spent  d i s c u s s i n g  the w e a t h e r  whi c h  
a p p e a r s  to be r e ma i n i n g  ver y  calm.

HALE 0 LONO-SAlURDAY SEPT. 29
T h e  race  s t a r t s  pr o m p t l y  at 8:00 

a .m.  and the " M a n u ' u l a "  gets  a good 
j u mp on e v e r y b o d y .  At  Laau Point ,  
three mi les  f rom the s tar t ,  Ba lboa  
pul l s  even  wi t h  us and ho l d s g r o un d .  
T h e  " K a k i n a "  a p p e a r s  to be holding 
f i fth pos i t ion about  100 yar ds  back.  
Ou r t i g g e r  and Ba l boa  s t ar t  to rotate 
thei r  rel ief  paddl ers ,  and Balboa 
inches  ahead,  as  more  c h a n g e s  are 
made,  Ba l b o a  s t eadi l y  pul ls  a wa y  
and at the h a l f - w a y  mar k  they have 
bui l t  up a h a l f - m i l e  lead ove r  
Out r i gger .  M e a n w h i l e ,  the " K a k i n a ’


