'PADDLING
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. gvercame a personal devil -in
. the\deep blue sea between Mo+
- okai“andOahuyesterday “to
" win the, Bankoh Na Wahine 0
Ke Kai world championship-ca
_noe race, endmg the Offshore
Canoe Club's string of 'six" con
secutive wctones since 1986..
) Outmgge"r
40.8-mile race from Hale .0 Lo

¥i - Beach in 5 hours, 49- min-
utes, 2 seconds. Califérnia’s

Offshore finished second:in:
515348, followed by the Badger’
-in -

Eéddlerc ‘of Wisconsin
6:10:31. Outrigger finished the
race just under five minutes off
the course record set by Off-
shore in 1990.

The Outrigger Canoce Club-

completed  the’
no Harbor in Molokai to Waiki-.

‘The ‘race featured 27 teams- |-

..Tepresenting’ Hawaii, the Main-

land, ‘Australia; New Zealand
Canada and Tdhiti, -

“This is a very emononal win
for, us,” said-veteran -Qutrigger

paddler -Cathy Ho. *(Offshore’s.

hold on the championship) was
very- frustrating but “we..were

“able “to” fihally come 'mgethet‘ ’

this year and win it.”

Strong- northeasterly trades,
"»Qteady surf and a powerful
- portherly current provided ide-
al -conditions for the paddlers
as ‘they navigated Kaiwi Chan-
-nel, Qutrigger surged to a
five-boat-length lead over Off-
shore as the two canoes ap-
proached Laau Point 30 min-
utes into the race.

“We_ knew where we wanted
to go. We wanted to make sure
that we got a good start so we

less than five:
minutes short
ofanewrace "~
record. R
dertiser pho\o .
y Greg Yemamoto

wouldn't "be paddling somebody.

else's race,” said Outrigger
coach Steve Scott. “We fol-
lowed a straight course. until
we hit the current going north,
All of Oahu is'north .of Molokai
so we rode-(the current) as far
as it would take us.” ...
Offshore managéd - to stay
within a half-mile of the Qut-
rigger canoe for the first 20
‘miles;-according to 'Offshore

steersman Leslie Davis. The
canoes parted- during the see-
.ond ieg with Offshore opting
for a northerly approach that
would allow it to take advan-
tage of swells as it approached
Diamond Head. Outrigger con-
tinued on its straight line to-
ward Diamond Head, gravitat-
ing northward just enough to
surf on the four- to six-foot
waves breaking toward Waiki-

“It's difficult to come back in
the open ocean,” Davis said.
“We had a good line coming.in.
We caught some good swells
that brought-us ciose and it
looked like we could get even
but they pulled away after we
passed Diamond Head.”

Outrigger completed the final
two miles of the race with a
commanding four-minute lead

S

Oumggers vetérans. -
- “When_we-hit - Waik
realized what ‘we “had “dt
couldn’t./ stop -¢ryin
man ‘Paula Crabb said
saying I"want o go out a"
ner ... this mlvhl be tim
quit.” -
Ho,tracea Oumggers 'Strong




