Outrigger
wins state
title again

By Stephen Tsai

Adcertiser Staff Writer

The instant-replay rule made
its debut in the state canoe re-

~gatla yesterday — which was

fitting, considering the race out-
come was a replay of recent
state championships.
- The Outrigger Canoe Club,
showing that all seasons need
not end in suspense, amassed
159 points to easily win its
fourth consecutive Hawaiian Ca-
noe Racing Association state
championship yesterday at Kee-
hi Lagoon.

The next three finishers also
came from the Oahu Hawaiian
Canoe Racing Association, the
state's largest outrigger canoe
organization: Hui Nalu scored
108 points, Kailua 100 and Heal-
ani 88.

While the end result — an
Outrigger victory — was the
same, tHere was one noticeable
change in the regatta.

- For the first time, an instruc-

See OCC, Page C-8
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tional television mobile, bor-
rowed from Punahou School,
was placed along the finish line
to help settle disputes over lane
violations and close finishes.

While the videotape machine -

ssolved several small problems,
many clubs were still left won-
dering if there was anything
that could be done to solve one
universal dilemma: Outrigger's
domination.

“Let’s face it, nobody’s going
to beat Outrigger one on one,”
Hui Nalu’s Kala Kukea said.
“You need a lot of help from
other clubs.”

Said Kailua coach Scott Ja-
cobs: “They're very solid. They
can be beat, but not in the state
regatta. They just seem to rally
for the states better than us;
better than anybody.

“They have a lot of numbers”
— Outrigger qualified for 28 of
the regatta's 31 races — “and a
lot of depth.”

Outrigger proved .as much

. yesterday. After a slow start,
the Waikiki-based club turned
lava-hot.

Outrigger won the regatta’s
10th race, the women's masters,
to cut its deficit to 37-29, and
then passed the Hawaiian Canoe
Club with a victory in the next
race, the senior women's mas-
ters.

Outrigger pulled away with
victories in four of the next six
races.

After that, the only drama re-
maining was in the men'’s junior
and senior races.

The two-mile junior race
matched Outrigger and the Big
Island’s Kamehameha, two
crews that were unbeaten over
the last two years. Outrigger
retained many of its paddlers
from its junior crew last year,
while Kamehameha's crew was
made up mostly from last year’'s
unbeaten sophomore crew.

Outrigger broke to a quick
lead and then went ahead by
the length of two boats at the
halfway point. It was smooth
_paddling after that, as Outrigger
Swon in 15 minutes and 24.93
seconds.

Outrigger stroker Kainoa
Downing said that after his
crew grabbed the early lead, it
tried to lengthen its strokes.
That provided the crew with a
smoother, but still powerful,
ride.

“We were able to glide,”
Downing said.

Kamehameha'’s Steven Blyth,
however, said his crew gave
away too much after struggling
around the first of the five
turns.

“It’s hard to come back, espe-

< cially with the boat they have,”
Blyth said. “It's an expensive
, boat they have. It’s not slow.

i
! “My heart was burning trying
. to catch them.”

ﬂ The men’s senior was just as
' suspenseful as Kauai's Hanalei
Civic Canoe Club narrowly beat

vOumgger over the 2%2-mile
course.

It was the second year in a
row Hanalei beat the highly
touted Outrigger crew in the se-
nior race. What's more, Hanalei"
actually crossed the finish line
ahead of Outrigger in the state
race two years ago, but forfeited’
the victory because of a lane
violation.

Hanalei appeared to be in for
a rough time yesterday. At the
buoy marking the half-mile

int, Hanalei steersman Steve

ol ho serves as the rudder

for the crew, broke his paddle

duringaturn.

“The boat just went crazy,”
Cole safd. “Luckily I had anoth-
er paddle, which I just grabbed.
But I had to have the guys in
the front pull us around the turn
instead of me.”

Hanalei fell behind during the
mishap, but gradually closed the
gap. On the final turn, which
leads to the quarter-mile
stretch, Hanalei and Outrigger
came out dead even.

“On the last leg, I told every-
body, ‘Give it all you've got,”
Cole recalled.

Hanalei beat Outrigger by six
seconds.

“They did the little things —
a second here, a half stroke
there — and the little things
helped them,” Outrigger coach
Walter Guild said. “They're a
very excellent crew.”

Guild, obviously disappointed
in the race’s outcome, paused
and then said: “But you have to
remefnber, each one of these
races is a battle in the big war.
That's what we were concerned
about, winning the war.”

And, as in previous regattas,
Outrigger proved to have more
than enough ammunition. Al-
though its younger crews strug-
gled, Outrigger received strong
efforts in the boys’ 16 and
women’s 18 freshmen and nov-
ice races, as well as predictably
high finishes in the upper divi-
sions.

“We. don't expect to win ev-
ery race,” Guild said, “but we
like to consistently score points.
That makes a difference. You
can have a hot crew from the
outer islands that is good in one
race, and then its club isn’t
around for the next two races. If
we're able to consistently score
points, then we feel that will
make the difference over the
whole regatta.”

It did yesterday.
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It's crowded in the freshman women's

race in the state canoe

championship regatta as Kamehameha of Oahu (foreground) and
Hanalei lead 14 canoes into the first turn. Following are, fore-
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Adwartiser photo by Bruce Asato
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