By CURTIS MURAYAMA

~ Advertiser Sports Writer

No practice is sometimes better than too much
practice.

Hui Nalu, concentrating more on today's long
distance canoe race than on yesterday's regatta,

came up with surprising and enduring efforts to

capture the overall State canoe racing champion-
ships at the crammed Keehi Lagoon, also the
home yesterday of the Samoan Flag Day.

And. as expected, it came down to the day's last
race and probably the three best canoe teams in
Hawaii — Hui Nalu and Outrigger of the Hawai-
ian Canoe Racing Association and Loa‘'a of the
Hui Wa'a & Surfing Association.

After all but the last event, Hui Nalu, the HCRA
Oahu champion, and Outrigger, the HCRA State
Champion, were deadlocked at 26 points each.
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Loa‘a, the pride of ugln,~Mn“l and the associa-

npion, stood in close third with 22
“points, with all three ha¥ing a shot at the title.
And the tightness of the regatta even had Lord
“Tally Ho" Blears, the regattas’ play-by-play (or
is it stroke-by-stroke?) announcer and the voice of

- pro wrestling excited.

. But as it has been throughout the season, the
Hui Nalu senior men's crew blitzed the field, dis-
playing the beautifully refined form of the Tahi-
tian stroke.
-~The win in that event gave Hui Nalu the crown
with 31 'points, Outrigger second with 27 points
and Loa'a third with 22. Lanikai, the day's sur-
prise team with the surprisingly fast fiber glass
canoe it brought out of hiding for the first time
‘this season, finished fourth with 18.

Tough-luck Kailua, despite its disqualifications,

See STATE on Page B-5
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.and added to its endurance.

crown goes

to Hui Nalu

finished fifth with 17 points while Hui Lanakila,
dis&lusying good sportsmanship, finished sixth
with 15. : :

But for the Hui Nalu club, the week of long-
distance practice might have been the differénce

“Maybe, it had something to do with it,” said
coach and senior men's paddler Kala Kukea.
**That might change my whole theory."

Although the change in training might have
helped some of Hui Nalu's crews, it didn’t have
any effect on the already peaking performance by
the senior men's crew and the girls 17 group. And
it probably is the only canoe club to remain unde-
feated in nearly two seasons of racing.

Loa’s coach Bobby Wilson, whose club finished
in an unfamiliar position — anything but first
would be unfamiliar for the club this year — felt
that the change in practice gave Hui Nalu a boost.

**Hul Nalu deserved every bit of it,” Wilson
said. “*They trained harder and the long-distance
training gave them the lift.”

It was the second year in 8 row that the young
Loa's club finished third in the overall state meet
and just like last year, the club led for nearly
three-quarters of the regatta before succumbing.

But Wilson’s problem could have been else-
where, like from the lack of support from other
Hui Wa'a clubs to take points away from the
HCRA clubs. Throughout the day, it was Loa‘a
against mostly clubs of the HCRA. The top 10 of
11 finishing teams were from the HCRA. -

And although the regatta was dominated most
of the diy by the HCRA. the alleged all-koa as-
sociation, it was the fiber glass canoes ~— used in
this regatta by Hui Nalu and the_ surprise team
Lanikai — that stole much of the spotlight.

“Where were the koa canoes today?’ asked
Wilson. *'They talk a lot about those koa canoes
but they didn't use them today."

That wasn't the only question raised on the day,
_

however, as many elubs expressed ‘the idea of
holding only one State meet instead of three —
one for the ‘Hui Wa'‘a, one for the HCRA and one
g/ he AF
*“It's the AFL vs. NFL thing and when it get
together it'll be a hell of a meet,” said Outi?gf
ger’s Nat Norfleet, whose club, like most others,
seemed to lack the fire and spirit that it possessed
during the HCRA State meet. "“They have to get
together before the year and say: ‘This is it." and
then you go for it."”
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