Outrigger surges in title meet

[ After a lackluster
season, it wins the
OHCRA championship

By Jack Wyatt
Special fo the Star-Bulletin -

Coach John Finney, the man who
fuided Outrigger Canoe Club to its
ifth consecutive Oahu Hawaiian ca-
- noe racing championship yesterday at
Keehi Lagoon Park, went from goat to
hero in a single sweep.

“We got off to a dismal season's start
(two consecutive losses). I was a shoo-in
for the club's ‘Goat of the Year'
award,” Finney said.

But in yesterday's championship — _

aregatta where a win really matters —
Outrigger’s paddlers came through for
their first-year coach with gusto. OCC
crews won 10 of 30 events: placed
second in 12 others and finished third
three times.

Outrigger defeated rival Kailua 96-69
for the biggest winning margin of any
OHCRA club this season. Hui Nalu
placed third with 63 points. Surfsports
topped OHCRA's small club division-
with 18 points:

Every club juggled paddler person-
nel, loading boats with their talented
best in attempt to qualify crews for
the state championships on Maui Aug.
5.

‘I kept busy all day watching the
competition — Kailua and Hui Nalu —
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checking “who was paddling
what” and trying to out-match
them with our people,” coach Fin-
ney said.

Outrigger broke its competition
when it won four consecutive
events during the regatta's first
half. “With the three clubs (OCC,
Kailua and Hui Nalu) each win-
ning regattas, this season has been
a great one,” he said.

Five-time defending state
champ Outrigger qualified crews
in 29 of 30 events missing only the
Boy’s 13s. “The boys are an alter-
nate and stand a good chance of

L

getting in (the states),” Finney
said. (State crew qualification is
determined by best overall sea-
son’s performance or by winning
Oahu Championship finishes).
During ihe seven-regatta
OHCRA season, Kailua won three
meets and tied with Outrigger for
first place in another. Qutrigger,
including yesterday’s win, topped
only two regattas outright. Hui
Nalu won its only meet of the
season last week at Kaneohe.
While the 200-paddler Qutrigger
was flexing its muscles in
OHCRA's AA “big club” division,
Kailua’s 42-member Surfsports

was busy winning its fifth “A” (15
crews, or less) title in seven tries
this season.

“It’s important that OHCRA of-
fers two divisions. No way can us
little guys compete with Outrig-
ger, and the other big powers”
coach David Kalama said. Surfs-
ports’ giant killing freshmen men
and women’s novice “A” paddlers
won races yesterday.

“We qualified four of our six
crews to the states. That's pretty
good for such a small club,” the
coach said. '

Kalama explained that Surfs-
ports is trying to bujld but pad-

diers are in short supply, particu-
larly at Kailua Beach Park where
there are so many clubs and so
few paddling prospects.

B On Saturday, Lokahi Canoe
Club won the Na Ohana O Na Hui.
Wa’a Oahu Championship, also

"held at Keehi lagoon. The Ala Wai

Canal-based club capped its eight-
regatta season unbeaten.

“We hope to send 20 crews to
the state championships. This
should give our paddlers their
best competition of the season,” .
Lokahi coach Michael Cushnie
said: Lokahi defeated Kamehame-
ha 89—55 for its third consecutive .

Oahu title.. Kaneohe won Hui+

Wa'a’s small club division with 21
points. - ¥ 40l 4
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