Hui Nalu women roll in Dad Center Race
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Hui Nalu was the first crew to arrive at the finishing buoy off Waikiki on Sunday.

School is in session — the Raven Aipa “School of Paddling,” that is.

The crew manning the Hui Nalu-Yellow canoe credited its aforementioned coach as it notched
the wire-to-wire victory Sunday at the 38th annual Dad Center Race. The event marked the start
of the women’s long-distance outrigger canoe paddling season, and featured 47 crews that
traversed a 25-mile course from Kailua Beach to the waters fronting the Outrigger Canoe Club in
Waikiki.
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Hui Nalu, which became the third crew in as many years to win the race, finished the event in 2
hours, 48 minutes and 14 seconds, and held off Hawaiian Canoe Club-Team Bradley (2:49:15)
and the Waikiki Beach Boys No. 1 (2:50:51).

Team Bradley brought a host of experience into the race, having won five consecutive times
from 2005 to *09, while the Beach Boys entered as defending champions of both the Dad Center
Race and Na Wahine O Ke Kai.

“It was relatively mellow; there were a few rollers (waves) and a squall near the end that helped
push us to the (finishing) buoy,” said Hui Nalu crew member Tayte Brock, when asked about the
conditions that led to such brisk finishing times across the board. “We need to remain humble.
This doesn’t set us up for anything, we’re still going to fight and scratch. It’s a battle every single
race.”

The winning team also included: Lianne Cameron, Tia Brown, Leslie Fabish, Traci Yamada,
Violet Carrillo, Dondi Dawson, Jamie Kinard, Maggie Twigg-Smith and Donna Kahakui.

The crew faced an extra challenge throughout the race because one of the zippers that keeps the
canoe’s canvas covering secure broke, allowing water to enter the boat near the third seat.
Paddlers needed to bail out the excess water regularly while also focusing on fending off the
competition.

According to Beach Boys club president and crew member in the third-place canoe Dana
Gorecki, Hui Nalu took an “outside” line around the coast, while other crews followed more of
an inside track from the get-go.

“Hui Nalu had a phenomenal run, especially going around Makapuu,” Gorecki said.

“Right off the start, they got out really clean. They kept a nice outside line, then swooped inside.
It’s a good race for us to check ourselves, and to show how much work we still need to put in.
We’ve got a lot of work to do.

“I would assume that we have a target on our backs, coming off an undefeated season last year,
and you know that everyone’s gunning for you.”

Sunday’s race was named after David “Dad” Center, a premier waterman in the same era as
Duke Kahanamoku who headed the Outrigger Canoe Club’s water programs. Kawika Grant, a
member of Outrigger’s paddling committee for more than 20 years, explained that in those times,
women were not included in canoe paddling because they were thought to lack the strength or
endurance to compete in the same events as men.

In 1943, Outrigger fielded its first women’s crew, and in 1974, the first women’s long-distance
race sanctioned by the Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association was held in memory of Dad Center
and his work in advancing women’s paddling. At the time, the course spanned 8 miles from
Maunalua Bay in Hawaii Kai to Outrigger; it was expanded to its current distance in 1979.



Hui Nalu’s victory earned the crew the race’s Thomas H. Richert trophy, which is awarded to the
open division winner each year. The cup was donated by Outrigger paddler Tiare Richert Finney,
whose mother, Loretta Turnbull, won what was originally deemed the Conte Theo Rossi Cup in
1932 as reward for victory in speedboat racing in Italy.

The distance season consists of four races on Oahu — two men’s and two women’s events —
followed by Na Wahine O Ke Kai and Molokai Hoe. The women’s and men’s versions of the 41-
mile Molokai-to-Oahu race are considered the world championships of the sport.

In distance races, crews are accompanied by motored escort boats and are allowed to substitute
paddlers along the way to provide them with breaks.

“This is great, but we have a long road ahead of us,” Brock said.

The women return to action Sept. 9 in the E Lau Hoe race, which follows a course from
Maunalua Bay to Nanakuli Beach Park.

The men complete on the same course Sept. 17 in the Henry Ayau Memorial Race.



PADDLING

DAD CENTER RACE

Kailua Beach to Outrigger Canoe
House

Koa-1. Lanikai-White (Amanda Sidor,
Kealohi Aweau, Vaihere Suhaoka, Kelsey
Wright, Kristi Petosa-Sigel, Virginia Bunten,
Amber Kuhlmann, Veronica Rooks, Michele
Tavares, Terry Zelko), 3:22:41.

Women's 18 and under-1. Kame-
hameha-18 (Natahsa Staman, Meleana-Lin
Hong-Robinson, Courtney Hema, Alica
Hirko, Pomaika'i Zarko, Megan Kono, Tiana
Fretas, Jenna Mamiya, Marisa Burkhalter,
Samantha Li, Kailee Chaney), 3:34.53.
Women's open-1. Hui Nalu-Yellow (Tayte
Brock, Lianne Cameron, Tia Brown, Leslie
Fabish, Traci Yamada, Violet Carrillo, Dondi
Dawson, Jamie Kinard, Maggie Twigg-
Smith, Donna Kahakui), 2:48.14; 2. Hawai-
ian-Team Bradley, 2:49:15; 3. Waikiki
Beach Boys No. 1, 2:50:51; 4. Kai O Pua,
2:07:33; b. Kawaihae, 2:57:53.
Women's master 40-1. Hui Nalu/Revo-
lusun(Teresa Felgate, Margie Kawaioa,
Bronna Guyol, Pauahi loane, Michelle
Bradley, Michelle Arnold, Darcie Gary, Jane
McKee, Simone Perez, Denise Darval-
Chang), 2:56:27; 2. Kailua-40, 3:06:29; 3.
Lanikai-40, 3:22:56; 4. Lokahi, 3:24:31; 5.
Kamamalahoe, 3:44:27.

Women's master 50-1. Kailua Master
50 (Paula Crabb, Katy Boumne, Cindy Lu
Razga, Patsy Vasquez, Vivian Pilbrow, Lau-
rie Seto, Sandra Scaffe-Kalama, Leslie Mu-
rakami, Lisa Barney, Carlene Omellas, Lois
Hewlett), 3:10:10; 2. Outrigger-White,
3:17:57; 3. Waikiki Yacht Club Master,
3:37:57; 4. New Hope-50, 3:42:30.
Men's 18 and under-1. Lanikai CC No.
4 (Derek Ruebenstahl, Matt Mench,
Cheyne Mench, Walker Smith, Alex Che-
ung, Aaron Madden, Cole Caster, Logan
Spencer, Colburn Hopkins), 3:22:03; 2.
Qutrigger CC No. 4-18s, 3:24.14,

Men’s open-1. Lanikai CC No. 1 (Jack
Roney, Mike Beyer, Aaron Creps, Ka'ai
Bruhn, Manny Kulukulualani, Tapa Wor-
thington, Pat Dolan, John Foti, Kekoa
Bruhn), 3:01:49: 2. Hui Lanakila No. 2,
3:05:32; 3. Outrigger Canoe Club No. 1,
3:05:42: 4. Hui Nalu Yellow, 3:07:42: 5.
Kailua CC No. 1, 3:09:40.

Men’s master 40-1. Outrigger CC No. 3

CALENDAR

TODAY

VOLLEYBALL

ILH Division lll girls: Island Pacific vs.
Hawaiian Mission, 4:30 p.m.; Lutheran vs.
Lanakila Baptist, 6 p.m.; matches at Hawai-
ian Mission gym.

TUESDAY

VOLLEYBALL

ILH Division I girls: Maryknoll at Mid-Pa-
cific, Punahou at Kamehameha, Sacred
Hearts at ‘lolani, 6 p.m.

ILH Division Il girls: University vs. Chris-
tian Academy at Mid-Pacific Institute gym,
4:30 p.m.,La Pietra at Le Jardin, St. An-
drew's Priory at Hawaii Baptist, St. Francis
at Hanalani, 6 p.m.

ILH Division Il girls: Lanakila Baptist vs.
Island Pacific, 4:30 p.m.; Lutheran vs.
Hawaiian Mission, 6 p.m.; matches at
Hawaiian Mission gym.

OIA girls: Anuenue at Moanalua, Farring-
ton at Roosevelt, Kailua at Kaiser, Kaimuki
at Castle, Kalani at Kalaheo, McKinley at
Kahuku, 7 p.m.

HELE ON KAILUA 5K

Saturday

At Kailua

Female

Open-1. Yvonne Covington, 21:27.6; 2.
Jamie Smith, 22:40.8; 3. Christina Guer-
dan, 23:40.2.

14 and under=1. Katie Hashimoto,
26:07.3; 2. Sarah Howard, 38:38.2.

25 to 34-1. Carolyn Hanania, 24:41.4; 2,
Andrea Lowrey, 25:26.6, 3. R. Harwell,
25:36.4.

35 to 44-1. Cheryl Miram, 25:086.7; 2.
Cate Cullison, 27:59.1: 3. Kristine
Cartwright, 28:17.

55 and over-1. Lynne Johnson, 39:42.2.

Male

Open-1. Ash Dustow, 17:52.5; 2. Jesse
Garule, 19:09.7; 3. Michael Ferriter,
19:20.7.

14 and under-1. Richard Mathews Il
21:42.8; 2. Lucas Angulo, 26:58.4; 3. Dy-
lan Palumbo, 27:12.3.
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