
OCC’s Koa Entry Wins Lanikai-to-Waikiki
by Tim Guard

It is often a difficult transi t ion to 
make from s umme r ’s short -course 
c a n o e  r a c e s  to a u t u m n ’ s l o n g ­

distance Marathons .  But the O u t ­
rigger senior men,  augmented by one 
paddler each from the f reshman and 
sophomore crews,  proved they were 
ready for the chal lenge by leading a 
f l o t i l l a  of  32 koa  and f i b e r g l a s s  
canoes to the f inish line in the ninth 
running of the Duke Kahanamoku 
Lanikai - to-Waikiki  distance race on 
A u g u s t  22.  O u t r i g g e r ' s  t i me  of  2 
hours and 59 minutes es tabl i shed a 
ne w  c o u r s e  r e c o r d  and  a x e d  20  
minutes from the previous standard 
for the 26-mile grind.

The  OCC men began the race im­
pressively by roaring away from the 
start ing line and establ i shing a four- 
boa t - l e ngt h  l ead by the t i me  the 
f rontrunners  reached Lanikai  Point.  
As  expected,  the a l ways  tough Wai ­
kiki S u r f  Club e n t r y  c l u n g  t ena­
ciously to the Outr igger ’s stern,  and 
they were closely fol lowed in turn 
by Kai lua and two surpris ingly strong 
dark horse entr i es— Lahaina and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C a n o e  C l u b  ( a l s o  
known as the Perry Boys Smorgy 
Team).

But by the t ime the f rontrunners  
r e a c h e d  M a k a p u u ,  the  f l e e t  w a s  
strung out over nearly a mile of ocean,  
and the  f i n a l  o r de r  of  f i n i s h  had 
become apparent .  Sur f  Club was  still  
the  O u t r i g g e r ' s  mos t  p e r s i s t e n t  
chal lenger,  but the turn at the point 
i c e - b o x e d  w h a t e v e r  ho p e s  W S C  
might have had of overtaking the 
f ast - s t roking leaders.

B y  h u g g i n g  t h e  c l i f f s  a t  t h e  
seemingly foolhardy dis tance of no 
more than 10 to 15 yards,  the OCC 
picked up the ocean’s equivalent  of a 
jet s t ream and raced from the point to 
Allen Davis '  beach in less than ten 
minutes.  Fol lowing closely behind,  
Su r f  Club and Kai lua were less in­
c l i n e d  to c h a n c e  the  r i s k y  i n s i d e  
route.  Sur f  Club part i cularly paid 
dearly for its decisions,  and by the 
time the leaders of the pack were 
safely around Makapuu headed for 
the f inish line, OC C ’s lead had e x ­
panded to an insurmountable  400 
yards.

Working with nearly an 800 yard

lead near the finish line, the Ou t ­
rigger headed in the channel  towards  
the Kai mana Beach confident that 
their pursuers  were safely to the rear.  
However,  they failed to take into ac ­
count Surf  Club’s closing rush.  By 
borrowing a page from the Fred Hem- 
m i n g ’s p r i m e r  on s t e e r i n g ,  W S C  
helmsman Nappy Napoleon guided 
his canoe safely through the surf  and 
coral  heads off Diamond Head and 
stormed along the beach in pursuit  of 
Outrigger.  By the time OCC nosed 
across  the f inish line, their once c om­
fortable lead had shrunk to no more 
than 100 yards.

OCC crew after Duke Kahanam oku v icto ry. (L /R ): Tom 
Conner, Jay West, B ra n t Ackerm an, B ill B r ig h t ,  Tim 
Guard, M arshall Rosa. In foreground, (L /R ): B ill Mowat, 
Mark Buck, M ike Lemes. (W inners' trophy between M o­
wat and Ackerm an.) Photo Scoop
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taking nearly forty-f ive minutes  to 
claim the lead.

At the start  of the w o me n’s race the 
OCC crew drew lane 19, near the e x ­
treme outside of the fleet of 22 canoes.  
At the drop of the flag, Outr igger ’s 
smooth-s t roki ng crew of Moira S c u l ­
ly, Mai le  Morgan,  Connie Maguire,  
A n n e  Ni c o l ,  K i s i  H a i n e  and  Ev i e  
B l a c k  m a i n t a i n e d  a s t e a d y  p a c e  
which kept them within two boat 
l e n g t h s  of  the  l e a d e r s  w h o  w e r e  
sprint ing at a furious pace to stay 
ahead of Outrigger.  When the first 
change of paddlers occurred at the 
t w o  m i l e  p o i n t ,  O u t r i g g e r ’ s 
l i g h t w e i g h t  s p e e d s t e r s  T r a c y  
Phil l ips,  Michele St.  John, and Karen 
Jones leapt into the KAKI NA.  The 
rest of the fleet then stared in dis ­
b e l i e f  a s  o u r  w a h i n e s  q u i c k l y  
sprinted out into a lead that would 
never be chal lenged.  By the time the 
Outr igger  girls crossed the f inish line 
at Honaunau,  the rest of the compet i ­
tion could barely be seen in the dis ­
tance.  The  time for the event,  1 hour 
and 34 minutes,  es tabl i shes  a record 
for this new race course.  Second and 
third place went to the Kai lua Canoe

Club of Windward Oahu.
On Sunday the men’s race started 

from Honaunau with a fleet of 33 
canoes in attendance.  Outrigger drew 
lane 6 for the koa canoe and lane 33 
for the f iberglass entry.  After  a 45 
minute delay which saw the start ing 
line alter its shape many times,  the 
flag f inal ly fell. The f iberglass crew 
took good advantage of their posit ion 
on the l ine and surged quickly ahead.  
They soon gave way to a more e x ­
perienced Waikiki  Surf  crew which 
jumped to an early 6 boat- length lead. 
By the t i m e t h e K A K I N A c r e w g o t  un­
tracked they were faced with a con­
siderable deficit.  Not taking too kind­
ly to their posit ion at this point,  the 
senior crew threw more coals on the 
b u r n e r a n d t o o k o f f a f t e r  Waikiki  Surf  
like men possessed.

After  considerable  grunting and 
growling,  the K A KI N A  drew even 
with Waikiki  Sur f  and s teersman 
Mike Lemes calmly barked out two 
words,  ‘‘Hel ter-Skel ter ! "  Seemingly 
a w a k e n e d  by  t h i s  p o s t - h y p n o t i c  
suggest ion,  the white water  quickly 
started to boil behind the Outrigger  
paddles.  Not wishing to tamper  with 
such myst ic i sm,  Waikiki  Sur f  fell 
quickly behind.

Once the lead was  gained,  the rest 
o f  t h e  r a c e  p r o d u c e d  n o t h i n g  
dramat ic  except  for the fact that  O u t ­
rigger's t ime of 2 hours and seven 
m i n u t e s  b e t t e r e d  t h e i r  o w n  1 9 7 5  
record by 2 minutes.  The  f iberglass  
crew f inished in 12th place in what  is 
the largest  canoe race to date.  The 
Outrigger  was  fortunate to have the 
services  of Bill Cook,  Bob Fischer,  
and Club President  Roy Kesner.  Their  
as s i s tance  did much to l ighten the 
burden on the coaches.

Congratulat ions  to women's  crew 
m e m b e r s  E v i e  B l a c k ,  Ki s i  Ha i n e ,  
Karen Jones,  Connie Maguire,  Mai le 
Morgan,  Anne Nicol,  Mai le Ostrem,  
T r a c y  Phil l ips,  Michele St.  John, and 
Moira Scul ly.

Koa men's crew was  Brant A c k e r ­
man,  Bill Bright,  Mark Buck,  Tom 
Conner,  T i m Guard,  Mike Lemes,  Bill 
Mowat ,  Marshal l  Rosa,  and Jay West.

Fiberglass  men's crew was  made up 
of  M i l t o n  B e a m e r ,  Doug B e c h e r t ,  
Mike Cli f ford,  Will ie Hawthorne,  
Donny Mailer ,  Buddy McGuire ,  Ken­
ny Morrow,  Hugh Murray,  Ed P i c ke r ­
ing, Jay Pynchon,  and Alan Rosehil l .
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