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OAHU HAWAIIAN CANOE RACING ASSOCIATION 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
CINDY ELLEN RUSSELL / 
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Pat and Ryan Dolan, Ka'ai and Kekoa Bruhn and John 

and Jim Foti won the senior men for Lanikai.  
 

Lanikai wins third straight title 

A third straight Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association title is 

great and all, but Lanikai Canoe Club has its sights set elsewhere. 

The two-time defending association champion posted 82 points in the 

OHCRA Championships at Keehi Lagoon, holding off Outrigger (73) 

and Kailua (53) for the AAA (largest-size) division and overall 2008 

season mantle. That despite winning only four of 39 races and being 

disqualified in two other would-be victories late in the day. 

When asked if he were happy about defending his club's crown, first-

year coach Tom Conner paused for the briefest of moments. 

"No, I'd be happy if we win the (Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association) 

state championship," Conner said. "I just consider this one hurdle on 

the road to where we want to be. The goal from the very beginning, 
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the first regatta, was to try to win the (Aug. 2) state championship. We 

still have a lot of work to do because we just won a small part of it. 

We won the half-Oahu sweepstakes today." 

Hui Lanakila captured the AA (middle-size) championship with 37 

points - more than twice the score of any other AA club - and 

Honolulu Pearl Canoe Club garnered eight points to win the A (small-

size) title. 

BY BRIAN MCINNIS  
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Paddlers in the OHCRA Championships contended 

with the rain at Keehi Lagoon yesterday.  
 

By Brian McInnis 

bmcinnis@starbulletin.com 

 

One loss this season was plenty for yesterday's championship-winning 

crews in the Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association's men and 

women senior events. 

Lanikai Canoe Club rode some brotherly love to the men senior title 

in the OHCRA Championships at Keehi Lagoon, while the Hui 

Lanakila women senior team kept up its blistering pace set from the 

second week of the season. 

It was a family coming-together party for Lanikai's men senior crew, 

which featured a unique combination of three pairs of brothers 

spanning three decades - the youthful Dolans, Patrick and Ryan; the 

middle-aged Bruhns, Koa and Ka'ai; and the "elder" Fotis, John and 

Jim. 
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Lanikai open men coach Pat Erwin figured it was the best time to 

spring the lineup, which some observers on the beach referred to as an 

"all-star team." Lanikai only lost the men senior event at the 

Macfarlane Regatta in Waikiki this year, and all six of yesterday's 

crew members are in the running to make Lanikai's Molokai Hoe long 

distance team - their ultimate goal. 

"I wanted to do it some time during the season - it just happened to 

fall on this race," Erwin said. "This was something that was coming - 

everybody kind of knew there were three sets of brothers in the 

program. I knew they'd be fast." 

Rainy and windy conditions throughout the first half of the day made 

things more difficult, but the inclement weather abruptly halted right 

before both senior races, leaving absolutely still water and air. 

The calm waters helped both crews obliterate the previous best times 

of the year across the state listed by the Hawaiian Canoe Racing 

Association - Hui Lanakila's time of 11 minutes, 57.02 seconds blew 

away the best mark of Waikiki Beach Boys at 12:23.29. And the 

Lanikai men trumped their previous best of 10:49.66 with a blistering 

10:28.12. 

"My brother (Ka'ai) was telling me this morning, 'Hey, I had a dream 

last night, that when we go out for this race it's going to be raining, 

and right when we go out, the sun's going to shine on us and we're 

going to pound,' " said Koa Bruhn, who paddled the 4 seat. "So when 

the sun pops out I'm like, 'Uh-oh. Is this an omen? What's going on? 

Did we win the race in your dream or what?' " 

It turned out to be one of four races won by Lanikai. 

For the Hui Lanakila women, it's been a story of steady improvement 

since they lost the event in the season-opening Clement D. Pai'aina 

Regatta. All season they've compared times with the Waikiki Beach 

Boys senior women - the two-time state defending champions in that 

event who have dominated the Hui Wa'a circuit. 

Getting the best time in the state this season just two weeks removed 

from the Aug. 2 HCRA state championships - favorable conditions or 

not - is exactly what Hui Lanakila coach Raven Aipa was looking for. 

"It was awesome - it was one of those perfect times to be racing," he 

said. "Basically we're trying to improve our time every week, just 

clean up our stroke for states. Just recently we've been getting to the 



flat water stuff and doing more technique work. It's paying off for us, 

I think." 

Most of its women senior crew of Jessica Eames, Arlene Holzman, 

Whitney Martinez, Mikala Bradley, Michelle Arnold and Sarah 

Vandevanter transitioned into the season straight from doing one-man 

canoe races, something that helped the crew be in top shape from Day 

1 in June. 

"We've been doing a lot of times on the Ala Wai, quarter-mile, half-

mile," Holzman said. "We were looking to bring our time down from 

last week. We were successful, and we're just really stoked and 

bonded right now." 

The Lanikai men senior crew was caught somewhat off-guard by 

Erwin's move to get all the brothers in simultaneously. All had raced 

and won in the event - just never all at the same time. 

"We talked about it, the Bruhns have always talked about doing it," 

said Patrick Dolan, 20, the stroker. "Coach kind of surprised us with 

that combo before the race, on Wednesday night." 

Five-seat John Foti, 45, seemed to realize it might not happen again; 

the Dolans leave for Oklahoma before the HCRA states to start on the 

road for kayaking qualifying for the 2012 Olympics. 

"We had some good mana going, and it was just good fun," Foti said. 

"All of our guys have been training real hard, so it kind of showed in 

our performance today. We just decided we'd go out and have as 

much fun as we could have. That's usually the best way to win."  
 

PADDLING 

OHCRA Championships 

At Keehi Lagoon 

AAA-1. Lanikai 82; 2. Outrigger 73; 3. Kailua 62; 4. Hui Nalu 53; 5. Keahiakahoe 45; 6. 

Healani 22.  

AA-1. Hui Lanakila 37; 2. Leeward Kai 16; 3. Waimanalo 12; 4. New Hope 6; 5. Kai Oni 5. 

A-1. Honolulu Pearl Canoe Club 8; 2. Anuenue 5; 3. Waikiki Surf Club 2; 4. Puuloa Outrigger 1; 

5. Keola O Ke Kai 0; 6. Makaha 0.  

Girls 12-1. Lanikai (Gigi Abcarian, Emily Hamocon, Madison Miyamura, Anna Dunham, 

Heather Foti, Kaimi Yoza) 2:12.91; 2. Kailua 2:14.94; 3. Hui Nalu 2:21.05. 

Boys 12-1. Hui Nalu (Makana Darval-Chang, Casey Kumashiro, Alex Look, Kainoa Todd, 

Wataru Sugahara, Noa Mizuno) 2:07.09; 2. Waimanalo 2:08.66; 3. Leeward Kai 2:14.49. 

Mixed boys and girls 12-1. Keahiakahoe (Brandy Smith, Ella Tiumalu, Lahiana Clow, Kame'e 



Kahookele, Na'ali'i Dureg, Kawena Kaawa) 2:19.49; 2. Lanikai 2:19.87; 3. Hui Nalu 2:22.79. 

Girls 13-1. Outrigger (Allie Whiting, Lauren Ashford, Alison Nichols, Kahala Schneider, Julia 

Ruggieri, Madison Pelayo) 2:09.35; 2. Kai Oni 2:14.47; 3. Healani 2:17.86. 

Boys 13-1. Keahiakahoe (Nainoa Uyeno, Uli'i McFadden, Dylan Matsuda, Maka Keomaka, 

Keka Tiumalu, Delson Smith) 2:01.35; 2. Lanikai 2:04.67; 3. Hui Nalu 2:13.47. 

Girls 14-1. Outrigger (Chauncey Hirose-Hulbert, Malia Brennan, Lauren Wong, Brailey Hirose-

Hulbert, Abby Yosaitis, Rachel Kincaid) 2:18.38; 2. Leeward Kai 2:20.04; 3. Kailua 2:21.15. 

Boys 14-1. Kailua (Justin Cornair, Dustin Kaleo Poole, Kainoa Singlehurst, Michael Dowsett, 

Kainoa Thomas, Keali'i Shea) 1:54.92; 2. Lanikai 1:55.15; 3. Outrigger 1:58.32.  

Women novice B-1. Lanikai (Megan Arban, Diane Esecson, Katie Frierson, Holly Kemsley, 

Melissa Westhoff, Christine Geilfuss) 2:04.61; 2. Honolulu Pearl Canoe Club 2:07.90; 3. Healani 

2:14.64. 

Mixed novice B-1. Honolulu Pearl Canoe Club (Josie Sarsona, Chucky Boy Kaleikini, Mark 

Anderson, Kitty Hayes, John Bristow, Jules Davies) 1:55.68; 2. Lanikai 1:57.91; 3. Kai Oni 

1:59.54. 

Men Novice B-1. Healani (Blaise Hirayama, Peter Kim, Gavan Miyashita, Matt Grace, Derrick 

Honda, Erik Lange)3:41.20; 2. Hui Lanakila 3:42.60; 3. Outrigger 3:49.78. 

Girls 15-1. Waimanalo (Hau'oli Wilkinson, Maura Tynanes, Taylor Kaalele, Kau'i Reis-Moniz, 

Hillary Anderson, Ku'u Reis-Moniz) 4:30.35; 2. Leeward Kai 4:34.26; 3. Hui Nalu 4:35.01.  

Boys 15-1. Leeward Kai (Kilakila Brown, Kainoa Philpotts, Jared Ku, Kekoa Kau, Daniel 

Rzonca, Dayne Van Gieson) 3:57.29; 2. Keahiakahoe 4:01.46; 3. Hui Nalu 4:04.06. 

Girls 16 & under-1. Keahiakahoe (Tita Linogon, April Nakayama, Brandi Linogon, Sara 

Hamel, Chelsea Bizik, Rachel Goings) 4:33.43; 2. Kailua 4:34.08; 3. Lanikai 4:38.47. 

Boys 16 & under-1. Hui Nalu (Jordan Barlan, Kimo Carpenter, Nainoa Gumapac-Mcguire, 

Jesse Robello, Andrew Orodenker, Kekoa Kohnke) 3:49.86; 2. Outrigger 3:54.03; 3. Leeward 

Kai 4:02.73. 

Girls 18 & under-1. Keahiakahoe (Chawna Mahelona, Li'i Bitler, April Nakayama, Chanei 

Silva, Tita Linogon, Chelsea Bizik) 4:46.35; 2. Kailua 4:49.04; 3. Waikiki Surf Club 4:50.38. 

Boys 18 & under-1. Keahiakahoe (Rusty Goings, Justus Jenkins, Leo Tolentino, Kula 

Tolentino, Bobby Pratt, Kalei Kahookele) 7:20.71; 2. Lanikai 7:25.39; 3. Outrigger 7:25.49. 

Women novice A-1. Outrigger (Lindsay Chang, Mary Ann Cane, Mia Town, Julia Fiedler, 

Hilary Denison, Renee Osborne) 4:13.04; 2. Lanikai 4:15.78; 3. Keahiakahoe 4:21.75. 

Men novice A-1. Outrigger (Gary Johnson, Ryan Woodward, Robert Mist, Kealakai Hussey, 

Allan Darling, Billy Lawson) 7:10.56; 2. Lanikai 7:13.89; 3. Hui Nalu 7:26.35. 

Women freshmen-1. Kailua (Susan Maher, Page Chang, Tayte Brock, Cady Uyeoka, Savannah 

McCue, Sonia Garcia) 7:59.61; 2. Hui Lanakila 8:08.35; 3. Lanikai 8:18.73. 

Men freshmen-1. Hui Lanakila (Alexander Tiedemann, Bryan Mack, Kaleo Cambra, Gavin 

Hanoa, Peter Olson, Keone Joao) 6:54.64; 2. Kailua 6:56.49; 3. Lanikai 7:01.69. 

Sophomore women-1. Hui Lanakila (Jessica Eames, Mikala Bradley, Michelle Arnold, Sarah 

Vandevanter, Pauahi Ioane, Arlene Holzman) 7:48.63; 2. Lanikai 8:22.50; 3. Hui Nalu 8:36.93. 

Sophomore men-1. Kailua (Michael Beyer, Luke Evslin, Donovan Leandro, C.J. Day, Joseph 

Long, Kekama Akana) 6:53.97; 2. Lanikai 6:55.72; 3. Outrigger 7:04.31. 

Women junior-1. Hui Lanakila (Leila Albino, Deborah Rosenblum, Lisa Martin, Violet Coito, 

ALLY Sokei, Pauahi Ioane) 8:19.56; 2. Healani 8:34.26; 3. Hui Nalu 8:41.47. 

Men junior-1. Hui Nalu (Chris Ball, Nalu Kukea, Danny Loui, Kaiea Mowat, Keao Meyer, 

Timothy Twigg-Smith) 6:51.53; 2. Healani 6:53.44; 3. Kailua 6:54.74. 

Women senior-1. Hui Lanakila (Jessica Eames, Arlene Holzman, Whitney Martinez, Mikala 

Bradley, Michelle Arnold, Sarah Vandevanter) 11:57.02; 2. Kailua 12:16.46; 3. Lanikai 



12:22.82. 

Men senior-1. Lanikai (Patrick Dolan, Ka'ai Bruhn, Kekoa Bruhn, Ryan Dolan, John Foti, Jim 

Foti)10:28.12; 2. Hui Lanakila 10:34.46; 3. Healani 10:46.21. 

Men masters 60-1. Outrigger (Tay Perry, Joseph Dubiel, John Finney, William Johnson, Ronald 

Hochuli, Glenn Perry), 3:54.29; 2. Lanikai, 3:55.60; 3. Anuenue, 3:57.27. 

Woman masters 60-1. Kailua (Shelly Gilman, Heather Weaver, Adrienne Wilson-Yamasaki, 

Sarah Jane Watson, Haunani Olds, Mary Martin) 4:40.71; 2. Outrigger 4:48.67; 3. Lanikai 

4:50.05. 

Men masters 55-1. Outrigger (Kenny Bailey, Bill Bright, William Mowat, Mark Buck, Jimmy 

Kincaid, Thomas Arnott), 3:42.64; 2. Waimanalo, 3:43.94; 3. Hui Nalu, 3:52.05. 

Women masters 55-1. Hui Nalu (Laola Aae, Lita Blankenfeld, Mary Fern, Diane Warncke, 

Elizabeth Sutter, Dayna Owskey), 4:35.26; 2. Lanikai, 4:35.68; 3. Outrigger, 4:46.29. 

Men masters 50-1. Kailua (Kamoa Kalama, Benny Quitevis, Nyle Warinner, Stephen Holbrook, 

Paul Hewlett, Walter Hamasaki), 3:41.18; 2. Outrigger, 3:48.61; 3. Hui Nalu, 3:53.45.  

Women masters 50-1. Kailua (Vivian Griffin, Carleen Ornellas, Kathy Erwin, Donna Meyer, 

Katy Bourne, Lois Wise), 4:11.15; 2. Lanikai, 4:14.73; 3. Outrigger, 4:17.89. 

Men masters 40-1. Outrigger (Byron Ho, Marc Haine, Bruce Black, Evan Rhodes, Chris 

Kincaid, Paul Friese), 7:14.87; 2. Lanikai, 7:15.52; 3. Hui Nalu, 7:26.86. 

Women masters 40-1. Hui Nalu (Lorey Bode, Denise Darval-Chang, Catherine Fuller, Pono 

Tuinei, Erin Noordhoff, Terry Malterre), 8:29.21; 2. Outrigger, 8:34.45; 3. Lanikai, 8:39.14.  

Women open 4-1. Hui Lanakila (Sian West-Morris, Ilima Kim, Claire Townsend, Kristi Lowry), 

4:43.27; 2. Lanikai, 4:47.81; 3. Kailua, 4:52.50. 

Men open 4-1. Keahiakahoe (Tyson Rodrigues, Adam Treinen-Aea, Sean Kaawa, Kamu Lau), 

3:48.22; 2. Outrigger, 4:00.16; 3. Hui Lanakila, 4:08.59. 

Mixed masters 40-1. Outrigger (Paula Crabb, Walter Guild, Karl Heyer, Karin Del Ray, Dennis 

Gaughan, Jenifer Bossert), 4:01.77; 2. New Hope, 4:06.23; 3. Kailua, 4:06.41. 

Mixed masters 55-1. Lanikai (Helen Coelho, John Linzi, Peter Roney, Kristine Giannasio, 

MaryPat Kinsey, Thomas Conner), 4:12.21; 2. Keahiakahoe, 4:17.78; 3. Hui Nalu, 4:24.52. 

Mixed open-1. Keahiakahoe (Kaui Dias, Kerri Kahapea-Aqino, Melissa Matsuda, Ty Fu, Jace 

Faufata, Ikaika Rogerson), 3:56.44; 2. Lanikai, 3:57.28; 3. Anuenue, 4:04.47. 


