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The crew of Mooloolaba celebrated after crossing the finish 

line yesterday in a record time of 5 hours, 22 minutes and 12 

seconds. 
 

 

Mooloolaba 

establishes 

record 

The defending champs from 

Australia better the previous 

mark by more than 2 minutes 
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By Brandon Lee 

Special to the Star-Bulletin 

Last year's win at the Hawaii 

Modular Space Na Wahine O Ke 

Kai was nice, but it wasn't quite 

enough for the women of 

Mooloolaba Canoe Club. 

Falling a couple of minutes short of 

the race record last year, the 

defending champions from 

Australia wanted to deliver not only 

a second straight victory, but also 

paddle faster than any other crew in 

the 26 years of the event. 

Mooloolaba did just that yesterday, 

winning the 41-mile race from 

Molokai to Oahu across the Kaiwi 

Channel in 5 hours, 22 minutes and 

12 seconds, a little better than 2 

minutes faster than the previous 

record (5:24:32) Offshore of 

California established in 1995. 

"Being 2 minutes off the record, we 

knew we had to come back and get 

it this year," Mooloolaba's Leigh 

Townsend said. 

Added teammate Robyn Saultry: "If 

we were in front, the main thing for us was to go for it." 

The Na Wahine is considered the world championship of six-person 

outrigger canoe paddling. Mooloolaba was one of 60 teams that started 

the race at Hale O Lono Harbor on Molokai, with the finish set at Duke 

Kahanamoku Beach in Waikiki. 

Located in Queensland, Mooloolaba is composed of all-star paddlers from 

various areas. With 10 members per open crew (six paddle at a time, 

rotating with open-ocean changes), others in the winning group included 

Lisa Curry-Kenny, Kirsty Holmes, Jasmine Cohen, Danielle Lindsay, 

Sonia Adams, Cassandra Sedgman, Andrea Polkinghorne and Cheryl 

Scribe. 

 

 

 

 

 

CORRECTION 

Tuesday, September 28, 

2004  

» On Page B10 of 

yesterday's morning edition 

of the Star-Bulletin, a 

caption incorrectly said that 

Team Bradley was the first 

Oahu paddling club to finish 

at the 26th annual Na 

Wahine O Ke Kai. The first 

local team to finish was 

actually Outrigger Red.  

 
 

The Honolulu Star-Bulletin 

strives to make its news report 

fair and accurate. If you have a 

question or comment about news 

coverage, call Editor Frank 

Bridgewater at 529-4791 or email 

him at 

corrections@starbulletin.com. 
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Team Bradley was the first crew from Hawaii to finish 

yesterday's Na Wahine O Ke Kai. 
 

 

Outrigger of Waikiki, which finished second to Mooloolaba last year by 

almost 10 minutes, closed the gap considerably this year, but again was 

the runner-up at 5:26:36. Team Bradley, a local crew made up of paddlers 

from several islands, took third at 5:30:22. False Creek of Canada 

(5:31:47) finished fourth, and Oahu's Hui Lanakila (5:34:35) fifth. 

"We had a great race," Outrigger's Kisi Haine said. "(Mooloolaba's 

paddlers) are just bigger and stronger. We did come up a little bit on them 

... but we never quite got ahead. We tried hard. We have small girls -- 

little peanuts -- but we paddle hard and we surf well." 

The channel was sticky, with only moderate 4-foot seas for the crossing, 

but a favorable tide as well as sizable south swell once the teams rounded 

Oahu's east shore enhanced the opportunity for fast times. 

"I think those (Mooloolaba) girls are really strong, and they deserve it," 

Team Bradley's Noe Auger said. "I thought the race was really hard. We 

didn't have any fast runs, but the times are fast, so I'm confused." 

Mooloolaba battled evenly with Outrigger at the start of the race, but put a 

small gap between them at the first change about a half-hour in. From 

there the defending champs never trailed, and concerned themselves with 

covering Outrigger's line of approach, constantly looking over their 

shoulders. 
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"We pretty much covered them, because we knew they've got a lot of 

local knowledge," Holmes said. "With them in sight of us, we knew we 

had to keep covering them because we knew we had the speed in the boat 

and we didn't want to be making tactical errors. We probably went a little 

more south than we wanted to, but that was just to cover them. 

"It's always harder to stay at the top than get there, but we kept that in 

mind all year and trained hard. We knew that as the race went on, that we 

had the strength, and that we had the skills." 

Once on the homestretch along Waikiki, Mooloolaba realized it had a 

strong chance to break the record and went for it with all remaining 

strength. The crew even made a late change shortly before rounding the 

outside buoy off of Hilton Hawaiian Village Pier, so they could get fresh 

paddlers in for the last charge to the beach. 

"It wasn't a comfortable race; we kept pushing the whole way," Saultry 

said. "But it was very satisfying. I actually got to sit in the front of the 

boat -- which I don't get to do a lot -- and stroke across the line. It was 

fantastic." 

 

PADDLING 

Na Wahine O Ke Kai 

From Molokai to Oahu, 41 miles 

Overall--1. Moloolooba (Lisa Curry-Kenny, Kirsty Holmes, Jasmine Cohen, Cassandra Sedgeman, Danielle 

Lindsay, Robin Saultry, Sonia Adams, Cheryl Skribe, Leigh Townsend, Andrea Polkinghorne), 5:22:12. 2. 

Outrigger Red, 5:26:36. 3. Team Bradley, 5:30:22. 4. False Crack 1, 5:31:47. 5. Hui Lanakila 1, 5:34:35. 6. 

Kai Opua, 5:39:44. 7. Waikiki Beach Boys, 5:41:02. 8. Keahiakahoe Red, 5:45:22. 9. Outrigger White, 

5:46:09. 10. Hui Lanakila 2, 5:51:01. 

11. Lae'ula O Kai, 5:53.16. 12. Hui Nalu 1, 5:55:36. 13. Lanakila-California, 5:55:41. 14. Kai Opua 1, 

5:56:37. 15. Healani, 5:57:17. 16. Kaiola, 5:58:53. 17. Hui Nalu 2, 5:59:05. 18. Hanalei, 6:00:12. 19. Kailua 

1, 6:00:46.21. Daa Outrigger, 6:00:58. 

21. False Creek 2, 6:03:22. 22. Lokahi 1, 6:04:43. 23. Kai Elua, 6:05:09. 26. 24. Lanikai Green 1, 6:10:15. 

25. Puna I, 6:15:00. 26. Kihei Yellow, 6:16:49. 27. Hui Lanakila 3, 6:18:25. 28. Kamehameha-Hilo, 6:19:30. 

29. Lae'ula O Kai, 6:21:54. 30. Waikiki Beach Boys, 6:23:04. 

Masters 40+--1. Kahiau, 5:47:03. 2. Kailua 40s, 5:50:53. 3. Pupu O Hawaii, 6:17:10. 4. North Shore, 

6:34:43. 5. Lanikai-Island, 6:36:08. 6. Puuwai 40s, 6:40:09. 7. Kamamalahoe, 6:45:34. 8. Waikiki Yacht 

Club, 6:48:47. 

Masters 50+--1. Lanikai 50s, 6:41:42. 2. Puuwai 50s, 6:44:42. 


