
faker tossed Molokai sand into the air.
He had become the sole charter member of the “O‘ahu 

to Molokai Swim Both Ways Club”. Forest Nelson joined the 
club 34 years later in a time of 16:36.  Escorts that historic 
day also included paddlers Bruce Ames, Bob Lundy, Rick 
Steere, and escort boat skipper Simon Cardew. 

Harry Huffaker was inducted into the International Mar-
athon Swimming Hall of Fame in 2011. Previously, he was 
a first-year inductee in the Hawaii Swimming Hall of Fame 
when created in 2002.

To think it all began with youthful exuberance and a 
near drowning.
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      Harry Huffaker was the first OCC 
member to cross one of the nine 
Hawaii channels in 1967 but he wasn’t 
the last.  Others include:

Alalakeiki Channel
Kahoolawe to Maui 7 miles
1992 Uli Klinke
2001 Laurie Foster (reverse)

Alenuihaha Channel
Hawaii to Maui 30 miles
1970 Harry Huffaker
2011 Mike Spalding

Auau Channel
Lanai to Maui 8.8 miles
1970 Jim Caldwell
1983 Jim Krueger
1983 Mike Spalding
1984 Ian Emberson
1984 Mike Miller
1987 Harry Huffaker
1987 Uli Klinke
1987 Jim Kruger
1987 Bruce Sloan

1987 Diane Stowell
1989 Harry Huffaker (twice)
1990 Mike Miller
2002 Mike Miller
2003 John Nielsen
2004 Mackenzie Miller
2004 Mike Miller
2008 Mackenzie Miller
2011 Mike Miller (reverse)
2014 Stefan Reinke
2015 Laurie Foster
2015 Mary Quinn

Kalohi Channel
Lanai to Molokai 9.3 miles
1989 Harry Huffaker (reverse)
1989 Uli Klinke
2007 Laurie Foster (reverse)
2007 Mike Spalding (reverse)
2014 Stefan Reinke

Kaulakahi Channel
Kauai to Niihau 17 miles
2003 Laurie Foster
2003 Mike Spalding

Kaiwi Channel
Molokai to Oahu 26 miles
1967 Harry Huffaker
1972 Harry Huffaker (reverse)
1979 Ian Emberson
1979 Mike Miller
2007 Mike Spalding
2009 Mackenzie Miller

Kealaikahiku Channel
Kahoolawe to Lanai 17 miles
2005 Laurie Foster
2005 Mike Spalding

Palilolo Channel
Maui to Molokai 8.5 miles
1973 Jim Caldwell
1989 Harry Huffaker
1990 Mike Spalding
1991 Uli Klinke
1993 Dennis Blake

OCC Channel Swimmers

In Memoriam
Michael E. Leeper
Deceased:  December 18, 2015
Club Member:  40 Years

May E. Borthwick
Deceased:  April 15, 2016
Club Member:  73 Years

Billie Baird
Deceased:  April 21, 2016
Club Member: 41 Years


