
 Most Outrigger committees want members to move on af-
ter a few years to make room for others, but the House Com-
mittee is adamant about holding onto a long-time member it 
simply can’t afford to lose. Valerie Davis has been in charge of 
selecting reciprocal clubs across the mainland and internation-
ally for many years. 
 She researches them carefully and presents them to 
the Committee for a vote. Her recommendations are usu-
ally accepted as she really knows her stuff. Not only does she 
recommend new clubs but checks out the old ones, and if our 
members are not satisfied, off the list they go.
 Born in England, Valerie moved to Ohio when she was 
nine years old. A graduate of the University of Illinois, she first 
came to the Islands as a visitor in 1960, found an old friend, 
and decided to stay and get a job. 
 She met her husband, Rick, when he was stationed here 
while serving in the U.S. Army. They spent a lot of time at the 
beach and were frequent guests at the “Old Outrigger” in 
Waikiki. When Rick’s stint in the military was over, they moved 
to Phoenix, Arizona, where their first child, Jeff, was born. 
After joining the Arizona Club, they took advantage of the re-
ciprocal agreement with the Outrigger and visited here every 
chance they had. 
 They decided to move to Hawaii where their second child, 
Pam, was born, and soon joined the Outrigger. Rick changed 
his profession from stock broker to publisher and produced 
the popular Aloha, the Magazine of Hawaii and the Pacific, 
as well as a social magazine called R.S.V.P.  He passed away in 
2002. 
 After joining the Outrigger, Valerie took up paddling and 
enjoyed the sport during regatta season for eight years. She 
then decided to join a committee, first serving on, then chair-
ing Entertainment; she then moved to Public Relations (Now 
called Member Relations). 
 She worked for Holland America Lines for 10 years which 
enabled her to do a lot of traveling. Upon joining the House 
Committee in 1995, she really found her niche. The Reciprocal 
Club sub-committee was in need of someone to take over and 
Valerie fit the bill. Over the years she has honed the method 
of selection, an arduous and time-consuming task, but one 
that Valerie truly enjoys.  
 As owner and sole operator of a cruise ship travel agency 
for the past 20 years, Valerie knows the most popular places 
throughout the world likely to be visited by Outrigger mem-
bers and researches private clubs in those areas. In any given 
year, the Club receives around 10 requests from other clubs to 
establish reciprocal member status, and she diligently explores 
the potential benefits of each.  
 She and the House Committee have established guidelines 
for their selection. Criteria include location, always an impor-
tant consideration; another is whether or not the prospective 
club has accommodations available to Outrigger members, as 
well as dining arrangements with price and ambience from ca-
sual to elegant. And last but not least, a spa, workout or other 
athletic facilities available to our members. 
 After delving into the important particulars, if Valerie 
believes that a club would be an asset to ours and is located in 

a safe and accessible loc-
ation, one likely to be 
visited by Outrigger 
members, she recom-
mends it to the House 
Committee where it’s 
put up for vote, and if 
accepted, is sent to the 
Board of Directors for 
the final decision.  
 Not only does she 
look into new clubs, but 
each year reviews clubs 
with existing reciprocity 
agreements and if they are well-utilized, they are retained by 
the Committee. Those that are not often visited or those from 
which complaints have been received, are also researched 
and perhaps put on a list of clubs to be dropped the follow-
ing year. When a new club is voted on and accepted, Valerie 
writes an article for the Outrigger magazine giving details, 
costs and other pertinent information.
 Reciprocity with other clubs was first established in the 
1940s, and at the present time there are 85 such clubs around 
the world, with some deletions planned. 
 The most popular club in 2015 was the New York Athletic 
Club, visited by 60 Outrigger members; the Olympic Club in 
San Francisco came in second, with 33 visitors; the third was 
the Jonathan Club in Santa Monica with 29. 
 The most popular international club was The Tokyo 
American Club, followed by the American Club of Singapore 
and the American Club of Hong Kong. Sounds like a full-time 
job keeping track of them? But that’s not all! 
 Each year, Valerie reviews every club in depth and the 
number of visitors from those clubs are recorded, as well as 
the number of Outrigger members who visited them. These 
numbers are tracked by both the Business and Executive Of-
fices. The statistics are included in the Chairman’s report at 
the Annual Meeting. This information is available as members 
must make prior arrangements through the Outrigger.
 Of the nineteen states plus Washington D.C. represented 
on our list, California has the most reciprocal clubs. Thirteen 
foreign countries have participating clubs including  such plac-
es as  China, Japan, The United Kingdom, Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand, to name just some of the various locations. 
There are also three clubs on the Neighbor Islands. 
 So if you’re thinking of taking a trip, either to another is-
land, the mainland or abroad, check out our reciprocals. You’ll 
be glad you did as they have a lot to offer, and might even 
provide you a place to stay. 
 If you’re one of those who complain about all the strang-
ers on the Hau Terrace at certain times of the year, please bear 
with the inconvenience as they are probably reciprocal mem-
bers from other parts of the world or our member’s guests. 
 Be thankful for them as their monetary contributions for 
2015 brought an additional $l.76 million into the Club’s cof-
fers, and probably kept our dues from going up!
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