
JOSEPHUS DANIELS at WAIKIKI 1919
B y  E d w i n  N o r t h  M c C l e l l a n

I  kn e w  Josephus  Daniels  f r o m  1913 u n t i l  his  dea th .  F D R  w h o  served  
u n d e r  h im  as Assis tan t  Secretary o f  th e  N a v y  called h i m  "C h ie f ."  Josephus  
steered th e  N a v y  th ro u g h  W o r ld  W a r  I  u n d e r  W o o d ro w  W ilson. A  breaker  
o f trad it ion , Josephus  m a d e  th e  N a v y  "d ry ";  in  A u g u s t  1919 h e  a u tho rized  
a w o m a n  to  cruise on a w arsh ip —his  wife. Josephus  had  m u c h  to do  w ith  
th e  d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  Pearl H a r b o r  (W a i- M o m i)  a n d  the  acquisi t ion  of Ford  
Is land  ( M o k u u m e u m e  or Isle o f  S tri fe )  in 1917. H e  a n d  Mrs. Daniels  lived  
in a W a ik ik i  H o te l  near th e  OCC a n d  reveled in th e  surf,  sun  a n d  sand.  

E d w i n  N .  M c C l e l l a n

Hawaii was q u i te  in tr igued  in Ju ly  of 1919 by wire reports  th a t  Secretary of the 
Navy Josephus Daniels had  an n o u n c e d  th a t  he w ould  m eet  the Pacific Fleet a t  San 
Diego and  w ould  go to Hawaii. T h e  b a t t le sh ip  New York began its 2,080 m ile  cruise 
on A ugust  13, 1919 from Los Angeles H a rb o r  to the H aw a iian  Islands. O n  bo ard  
were Secretary Daniels, Mrs. Danie ls a n d  the ir  two sons. An ad eq u a te  escort of d e ­
stroyers accom panied  the  b a t t le sh ip  (New' York Times, A ugust  14, 1919).
O.C.C. PLANS RECEPTION

"Characterist ical ly  H aw a iian  a n d  re 
calling  the days when the first vessels of 
the U.S. Navy ro u n d e d  D iam o n d  H ead  
u n d e r  a c loud  of canvas, w'ill be the  
gree ting  given the ba t t le sh ip  New York 
by m em bers  of the O u tr ig g e r  C anoe 
C lu b ,” rep o rted  the Advertiser, August 
19, 1919. “ In  the old days H aw aiian  
canoes pushed  off from the shore and  
greeted the visitors and ,  tom orrow , some 
of the  same canoes, decora ted  w ith  flags 
a n d  garlands, will set sail from  the  O u t ­
rigger C lu b  and, b rav ing  the surf and  
reef, m ake for the  gray m onste r  of the 
M odern  Navv. A dozen great sailing 
canoes be long ing  to the C lub  will com ­
prise the fleet a n d  will be m an n ed  by 
m em bers  of the O rgan iza t io n .”
DAD CENTER, O.C.C. CAPTAIN, IN  CHARGE

“Some of the active m em bers  of the 
O u tr igge r  C anoe C lu b  p u t  the p roposi­
tion u p  to D ad Center,  C lu b  C ap ta in ,  
and  he approved  of it ins tan tly ,” con­
tinued  the Advertiser. D ad  proposed  tha t  
a young  m an  and  a girl be placed on  the 
New York, the  m an  to give Mrs. Daniels 
a lei and  the girl one to Secretary D a n ­
iels.

T h e  largest ou tr igger  canoe in this 
O C C  Fleet was forty-five feet long  and  
was “once the p ro perty  of the G rea t  
K am eham eh a ,” exp la in ed  the  Advertiser. 
“ It  m ay easily have m et  the first U n ited  
States naval vessel (U.S.S. Sir Andrew  
Hamm ond  in 1814) to reach these isles 
as it is m uch  over a cen tu ry  o ld .”

R ID IN G  THE "B O N E" BY DUKE
“D uke  K ah an am o k u  p lans to stage a 

novel s tu n t  in connec tion  w ith  the O u t ­
rigger g ree ting  to the N ew  York,” added  
the Advertiser. " T h e  sw im m er believes 
he can ride the  ‘b o n e ’ in the teeth of the 
ba t t le sh ip  as she m akes he r  way at  re­
duced  speed a long  the  W aik ik i  Beach. 
A t any rate  su rfboards are to be par t  of 
the (fleet) which will m eet the  ship. 
D uke  will try to get on  the long d iagonal 
wave ex ten d in g  from  the vessel’s bow 
and  ride  alongside the  craft. If it can be 
do n e  no d o u b t  D u k e  will do  it .”
JOSEPHUS DANIELS ARRIVES

Secretary of the Navy, Mrs. Daniels 
an d  the ir  two sons a rr ived  at  H o n o lu lu  
ab o ard  the New York on  A ugust  20,
1919, rep o r ted  the  Advertiser. As the 
ba ttlesh ip ,  w ith  he r  escort, ro u n d e d  D ia ­
m o n d  H e a d —called  D ia m o n d  Rock by 
Lieu t.  H ira m  P a u ld in g  of the  Dolphin  
in 1826—the D anie ls  Fam ily  saw the 
Castle H o m e  and  Castle P o in t  (site of 
fu tu re  O C C  h o m e ) , the  M oana  a n d  Sea­
side w ith  the  O C C  between, the stream, 
ba r  an d  lagoon, a n d  the Koolaus beyond. 
As the flotilla s team ed dow n the Reef, 
the O C C  ou tr igger  canoe fleet appea red  
w ith  its aloha. Navy and  A rm y airp lanes 
roa red  overhead.
"W H IC H  IS DUKE?"

"W h ich  is D uke?” called o u t  Secretary 
Danie ls  as the O u tr ig g e r  C anoe C lub  
Fleet app ro ach ed  the  New York. T h e  
a th le t ic  figure of the  sw im m ing  marvel, 
D uke  Paoa K ah an am o k u ,  was po in ted
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ou t  to Josephus. T h e  Secretary waved a 
fr iendly handkerchief towards him. “ I 
w ould  like to m eet D uke K ahanam oku 
at closer range,” he said. Accom panied 
by the  Kinau carrying the official aloha 
committee, the  New York s teamed down 
the Reef in to  the H arbor .

However, conditions p revented  T h e  
D uke from  r id in g  the “bone ,” as he told 
m e years la te r—A ugust  1949; “ I d id  not 
'r ide the b o n e ’ w hen Daniels arrived .” 
It  also was found  to be im practicable  to 
place the girl a n d  boy on b o a rd  the Neu< 
York to present leis to the d istinguished 
malihinis.

NEW  YORK "TIMES" DESCRIBES
Secretary Danie ls  was " trea ted  with the 

hospitali ty  th a t  long has d istinguished 
the H aw a iian  Islands,” rep o r ted  the New 
York Times, A ugust  20, 1919. “T h e  New  
York a n d  four destroyers were tied a long­
side the ir  piers a lmost in the  center of 
the City.

“ Off W aik ik i  Beach the great dread- 
n au g h t  was m et by . . . outrigger canoes, 
m o to r  launches. . . . Girls of Hawaiian , 
Chinese, Japanese, F il ip ino  a n d  A m er­
ican paren tage  . . . carrying gayly colored 
leis, the  necklace of H awaii,  which they 
threw  aboard  the ba t t lesh ip  un t i l  every 
officer a n d  sailor aboard  had  a neck 
dress.”
"PRO M INENTS" GREET JOSEPHUS

Practically  every p ro m in en t  Navy, 
Army, M arin e  Corps, T e rr i to r ia l ,  City 
a n d  civilian personality  were on h a n d  to 
greet the Secretary of the  Navy. G over­
nor  Charles J. M cCarthy, M ayor Fern, 
Secretary of the  T e r r i to ry  Curtis  P iehu 
Iaukea , Ju d g e  Sanford B allard  Dole, 
W a l te r  F. D il l ingham  and  m any  others, 
were there.
W A IK IK I THRILLS THE DANIELS

“ From  the  sh ip  he (Daniels and  
family) was taken to a hotel a t  W aikiki 
Beach where he  was received w ith  all 
the  p o m p  of a visit ing m onarch , accord­
ing to  the  o ld  H aw a iian  custom, by the 
Sons a n d  D augh ters  of H aw aiian  W a r­
riors,” rep o r ted  the New York Times, 
A ugust 23, 1919. I h e  Daniels were 
th ril led  w ith  W aikiki.
DINNER A N D  RECEPTION

G overno r  a n d  Mrs. M cCarthy were 
d in n e r  hosts a t  W ash ing ton  Place to

Secretary and  Mrs. Daniels. A large re­
ception followed in the T h ro n e  Room  of 
lo lani Palace. Among others in the re­
ceiving line was Princess Kalanianaole. 
Secretary Daniels had  his wish g ran ted — 
he and  Mrs. Daniels shook hands with 
Duke Paoa K ahanam oku.
P. H. DRYDOCK O PENS-SH A R K  QUEEN

W hen Mrs. Daniels pushed a bu t ton  
on August 21, 1919, Pacific waters of 
Wai-Momi (Pearl H arbor)  rushed into 
the grea t  drydock. N o th in g  terrible h a p ­
pened as had  been predicted by some 
superstit ious Hawaiians. Six years before, 
the drydock h ad  collapsed because, ac­
cording to A. P. T aylor,  “unconsciously, 
the hom e of the Shark God (Shark— 
Q ueen  K aahupahau ) had been selected 
as a site” for the drydock.
LUAU AND HUKILAU

As guests of Mayor Fern and  H o ­
no lu lu  Supervisors, the Daniels were 
en te r ta ined  a t  W aia lua  with a luau and 
hukitau. T hese  were par t  of a “ro u n d  the 
island” tou r  of O ahu . According to the 
New York Times, A ugust 23, 1919, every­
body had  a swell time. T h a t  newspaper 
reported  that, on August 22d, a delega­
t ion of Japanese visited Secretary D a n ­
iels, presented h im  with two bronze vases 
and  expressed firm loyalty to the USA.
O.C.C. ENTERTAINS FLEET O N BEACH

D ad C en ter  (OCC C apta in) , Duke 
Paoa K ahanam oku  and  o the r  OCC-ers, 
gave several h u n d re d  bluejackets and 
Marines rides in canoes and  on surf­
boards, A ugust 23d, reported  the Adi'er- 
liser, A ugust  23, 1919.

T h e  New York, w ith the Daniels Clan 
aboard , arrived off Monterey, California 
on  A ugust 31, 1919, published the New 
York Times of Septem ber 1, 1919.
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