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On March 7, 1792, "We anchored about ten o'clock, in a bay on the south coast of 
Woahoo (Oahu)" which the "natives call Whyteete (Waikiki) ," the "bottom, sand 
and pieces of small coral," wrote Captain George Vancouver aboard the Discovery. 

"Attended by two small boats and a Guard of seven Marines, I landed (at Wai
kiki Beach), accompanied by. Mr. Mudge, Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Menzies," contin· 
ued Vancouver that same day. At this 
time King Titeere (Kahekili) was ab
sent from Oahu, at Maui or Molokai. 

EARLY WAIKIKI POLICEMEN 

The Hawaiians of Oahu received Cap
tain Vancouver very cordially at Waikiki. 
"Two bustling men, with large sticks, 
kept a few spectators at a respectful dis
tance," explained haole Vancouver. He 
gave gifts to those early vVaikiki Beach 
Policemen. 

Upon Captain Vancouver inquiring 
about fresh water, the Hawaiian Chief 
directed him to "some stagnant brackish 
ponds near the Beach"; but Captain 
Vancouver rejected that water-supply. 

"We were given to understand that 
g·ood water was to be had in abundance 
at some distance to which they readily 
undertook to conduct us," narrated Van: 
couver. 
DISCOVER THE WAIKIKI CAUSEWAY 

So, the small party of Britishers pro
ceeded, under protection of the Guard 
of Marines, to the northward. They 
hiked through the Village of Waikiki 
and the Great Grove of Coconut Trees, 
"to an exceedingly well-made Causeway, 
about twelve feet broad, with a ditch 
on each side," recorded the British Cap
tain. (Had it been built by the Mene
hunes?) 

"This opened to our view a spacious 
pla in which, in the immediate vicinity 
of the Village, had the appearance of 
the open common fields in Engiand; but, 
on advancing, the major part appeared 
divided into fields of irregular shape and 
figure, which were separated from each 

other by low stone walls, and were in a 
very high state of cultivation. These sev
eral portions of land were planted with 
the eddo or taro mot, in different stages 
of inundation, none being perfectly dry 
and some from six to seven inches un
der water." Continuing, Captain Van· 
couver related-

ESSENTIAL WAIKIKI WATER SECURED 

"The Causeway led us near a mile 
from the Beach, at the end of which was 
the water we were in quest of. It was a 
rivulet five or six feet wide, about two or 
three feet deep, well banked up, and 
nearly motionless. Some small rills only, 
finding a passage through the dams that 
checked the sluggish stream, by which 
a constant supply was afforded to the 
Tam Plantations. The water was excel
lent, but the road was too rough and 
hard for rolling our casks such a distance 
without exposing them to great damage." 

Accordingly, Vancouver promised the 
\Vaikikians that he would reward them 
satisfactorily if they would convey the 
water, in native gourds, to the ship. They 
agreed. 
FEASTING WITH WAIKIKIANS 

Returning to the Beach at Waikiki, 
the haoles found that the Hawaiians had 
prepared for them a "repast" or luau. 
However, since it was past sunset and 
there was a necessity of getting aboard 
ship before dark, Captain Vancouver had 
to decline the feast and accompanying 
entertainment including the hula; but, 
despite this refusal, the Oahuans cour
teously placed the "native supper" on 
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Mr. and Mrs. JU. Daraff with 
guests enjoy the thrill of an 
outrigger canoe ride. Daroff, 
a Club visitor, is manufac-

turer of Botany 500 suits. 
Pic b)' "ScoojJ"' Tsu:uki 

the boats and the haole guests enjoyed 
it very much. The Chatham joined the 
Discovery. 

Very little water arriving at the ships 
next day, Captain Vancouver decided to 
depart from Waikiki. Accordingly he set 
sail for Kauai after leaving a message 
with the Chiefs for Lieutenant Richard 
Hergest, commanding-officer of the 
storeship Daedalus. For the Story of the 
Da·edalus and murder of Richard Her
gest and Astronomer William Gooch, 
read the Forecast of October, 1953. 

BIG SURF 
During early June the surf addicts 

were treated to exceptional surfing. Many 
old timers state that they can't remember 
such surging mountainous waves. Only 
the most expert surfers dared the First 
Break which were reported by some as 
from 40 to 50 feet high. It was a magni
ficent sight with foam and horse tail 
plumes throwing the spray skyward. 

june saw high waves and water at JVaikiki. Yes, this i.< the beach in front of the OCC. "Scoop" 
caught this unusual shot-a thing you seldom see at calm W aikiki. 

Pic by "Scoop" Tsuzuki 
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