
t̂rigger's forty-fourth Christmas
By Edw in N orth  M cClellan

W aik ik i, Dec. 25, 1951 (AUI-Prew) —W aik ik i exploded with the greatest Christmas- 

Eve Party ever seen in Hawaii, last night, in commemoration of the Forty-Fourth 

Christmas of the Outrigger Canoe C lub—the first was in  1908. I t  could be called a 

luau, a hula-hula affair, or a ball, but whatever you call the fete it was tremendous. 

The festivities continued through today and are not yet ended. Present was every 

member—past, present, and future—so you can imagine how the club-house bulged.

Yesterday morn, the C lub Directors 

made all Kings and Queen of the K ing­

dom of Hawaii and all the Island 

Sovereigns, Honorary-Members of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club. A ll of them, to­

gether with some invited guests (of past, 

present, and future) attended.

The most amazing personages celebrat­

ing this 44th-Xmas were members of 

Outrigger-Canoe-Clubs (affiliated with 

the W aik ik i Mother C lub) from other 

planets and other inhabited terrestrial 

bodies far beyond the Earth. They ar­
rived in Space-Ships now parked at Kapi­

olani Park. Naturally, some of the guests 

and members were there in Spirit only 
and threw an unearthly ghostly glow 

over the area. M illions and m illions were 
there.

A TOAST TO  MEMBERS—
PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

Past-President of the C lub — Sanford 
Ballard Dole — called the historic gather­
ing to attention about none o ’clock, to 
drink a toast in distilled juice of the 

f/-plant.

“To all members—past, present, future 
—to our Honorary-Members, and to our 
Guests from beyond earth,” proposed 
the President and it was oltule maluna 
(bottoms up) . Yes, we drank to our­
selves. Shortly after this, I was attracted 
to the liau-lanai where a spirited argu­
ment was going on.

W H O  STARTED FIRST OUTRIGGER 
CANOE CLUB?

“ I started the first Outrigger Canoe 
C lub at W a ik ik i!” exclaimed Kameha- 
meha-the-Great. " It  was in 1795. Read 

the Forecast of June, 1950.”

“You did not,” answered Kalaniku­

pule of O ahu  somewhat hotly. “My 

father, K ing Kahekili of Oahu and Maui, 

did. He lived at W aik ik i long before 

you arrived on Oahu. He welcomed 

Portlock and D ixon to this Glorious; 

Island just before those two Discovered 

of-Waikiki sailed over to the Garden 

Island and commemorated, in 1786, the 

first haole Xmas of Hawaii. Kam, you 
should read the Forecast of December, 

1919.” (Kahekili, the Tattooed, was pres­

ent but remained silent.) Kamehameha 

rose to his majestic bronzed height and 
ended the conversation w ith—

“W hat are you doing around here, 

anyhow, Kalanikuoule. I liquidated you 
in 1795 when I conquered Oahu. How­

ever, neither of us believe in  Christmas, 

so what’s the difference (at this Xmas 
Celebration) who started the first C lub 

at W aik ik i. Let the haoles of May 1, 
1908 have all the glory.” The Great- 
First then joined his ancestors and de­

scendants, some of whom did not know, 
they are his kin. (

Among the m illions of distinguished* 
members who enjoyed this view of 
Royalty in action was E. A. Mott-Smith 
who, in April of 1908, had presided over 
the first meeting of haole surf-enthusiasts 
convened to consider the organization of 

the Outrigger Canoe Club. Others in 

the group around Kamehameha, Kahe­

kili and Kalanikupule were: Harry Mac­

farlane, Charles R. Frazier, A. L. C. 

Atkinson, James F. Morgan, H. P. Wood, 

E. H. Hand, Wallace Farrington, J. R. 

Galt, H . L. Herbert, C. F. Chillingworth, 

James W . Harvey, J. P. Cooke, Fred 

Bailey, W . H. Mclnerny, Alexander 

Hume Ford, W . R. Castle, Henry P.
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O ’Sullivan, J. A. McCandless, John  W a ­

terhouse, A. M. Brown, James A. W ilder, 

R ichard Trent, Chester Doyle, R . W . 

Shingle, W illiam  Roth , Harry and L. 

Steiner, Curtis, H arold and Frank Hus- 

tace, W arren Dease, Sam W ight, Joe 

Farrington, James D. W illson, Ken W in ­

ters (first Captain) , Dad Center, Duke 

Kahanamoku. E r n ie  C hase , Captain 

T im berlake. Les Hicks, W ilfo rd  God- 
bold. Harold M ounta in , James Mooney. 

W alter Macfarlane, Sam Fuller, L. A. 
and Lorrin P. Thurston, and Herman 

Rohrig  and Ernie Stenberg representing 

the Horizontal Athletic C lub of the 

OCC . I left this group to jo in  another 

g that was singing Kuu Ipo  and after 

i...it Pun Mohtila.

CLUB PRESIDENT OF 1050 A.D.

I'his singing quicklv terminated as the 

spotlight centered on a trio in the center 

of the lloor—Present-President Godbold, 

First-President Alexander H um e Ford 

and a third strange voung man who 
was so transparent vou could see right

through him . Glass in hand, they were 
caroling Ua Like no a Like. Song ended; 

Prexy W ilford  after placing a fragrant 

wreath around the neck of the wraith, 

introduced h im —

“This is Harry Delano Taft V I, Presi­

dent of the Outrigger Canoe C lub in the 

year 2050 A.D., or 105 A.A. (Atomic- 

Age) .” W e were not a bit startled for why 

should we be. Over there, Kamehameha 

I was holding a family re-union with all 

who boasted his blood, and in the ewa- 

makai corner, James Cook of England 
and Juan Gaetano, the Spaniard (both 

invited guests) , were heatedly arguing 

as to who had discovered Hawaii — 

Gaetano in 1555 or Cook in 1778.

DULL XMAS HISTORY FALLS ON DRY EARS

I joined a lonely figure on the deserted 

Vollev-Ball court (mnuka) . He was the 

Club-Historian and was m um bling  over 
Xmas information. "Portlock and D ixon 

in 1786 were the first hnoles to observe 
Xmas in Haw aii,” murmured the Data- 

Xut. "The American Missionaries’ first 

Christmas was that ol 1821). There have 

been at least sixteen wavs of spelling

W a r r e n

Ackerman

P. A in s l ie

M a c K e n x ie
n Chrvsler, for 25 years the leader

in bringing better motoring, 

again introduces great advances . . . 
{lowered steering. Orillow shock

absorbers. 180 h.p. V-8 engine. 
Other cars mav have them "someday" 

. . . thev're \ours on Chr\sler now.

H O N O L U L U

C h r y i l e r  N e w  Y o r k e r  

B e r e f o n i a  at M i l l e r  St.  • P h o n e  6 -3 54 1
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‘Christmas’ in Hawaiian; but I ’ll settle 

for Mele Kalikirnaka. Thomas ap Cates- 

by Jones, his bluejackets and Marines of 

the U..S.S. Peacock celebrated an Hawai­

ian Xmas in 1826. The Sandwich Island 

Gazette, December 22, 1838, made the 

first printed reference to Christmas in 

Hawaii and it wished everybody a ‘Merry 

Christmas.’ The first time an Hawaiian 

Xmas observance was described in print 

was that of 1844 by the Polynesian, 

December 28, 1844. There was a Christ­

mas-Tree at Washington-Place in 1859. 
The K ingdom  of Hawaii formally cele­

brated Christmas for the first time in 

1862. And the . . .”

“Cheer up, Sad-One, this is Christ­

mas,” I intervened, shoving a little Xmas- 

cheer toward him .

‘‘Say, d id  you know that Sanford Bal­

lard Dole was a three-stretch Prexy?” 

and he answered before I could speak— 

“He was President of the Provisional 

Government, of the Republic and of the 

Outrigger Canoe C lub .”

CONVIVIAL LORDS-ANNOINTED

“W here’s Kalakaua?” I asked to change 

the subject. “O ut on the Beach,” re­

plied Historian. “The Earl of W aik ik i 

is giving him  a little lomi-lomi.” But I 

was not there to hear. I was viewing the 

introduction of two distinguished guests 

who had just arrived—H iram  Bingham 

and Asa Thurston, of the first group of 

American-Missionaries to arrive in H a­

waii—in 1820. Probably the most sur­

prised were L. A. and Lorrin P. Thurs­

ton, son and grandson of Asa. They 

were the first to extend an aloha to the 

pale pair. And the two early ramparts 

of Americanism in Hawaii proved good 

sports last night. They were very human 

in 1951. The party really hadn’t started 

until their arrival. They joined in the 

singing of Eka W ikiki Wai and H ono­

lu lu  Tomboy. And they took part in a 

Kahuna H u la , in which everybody 

joined, Kalakaua doing a solo with 

Puckoo who had danced for George Van­

couver, a guest who enjoyed everything.

About now, King Kualii (who had 

had his hair “annointed at W aik ik i” cen­

turies ago) joined us. His body and

malo were dripp ing wet. “Where have 

you been?” we all queried.

“Enjoying the royal joy of the Kale- 

huawehe Surf on my surfboard, after 

which I washed-off the salt-water in the 

fresh-water stream of Apuakehau,” re­

plied Kualii nonchalantly.

“But we filled-in that stream and the 
lagoon, long ago,” explained his as­

tonished listeners. ‘‘There’s nothing but 

dry-land where you say is fresh-water!”

“Not for me,” answered the ancient 

K ing of Oahu. " I t ’s just like it was when 

I lived as a mortal on the Beach at W a i­

kik i.” There were many miracles with 

us last evening and early this morning.

THE ATOM IC SURFBOARD

I w'as about to ask George F re e th ^  

guest) if he had ever met up w ith iV . 
Renear the great swimmer, when a sud­

den commotion interrupted his answer. 

A weird surfboard-looking object landed 

gracefully on the floor. “W hat the Sam 

Poepoe is this?” we demanded.

“The Atomic Surfboard,” replied Sam 

Poepoe. “ I t ’s atomic-powered, can sur­

face and submarine the waves, and fly, 
too. But see this”—Sam pushed a button 

and out of the Atomic Surfboard floated 

a gorgeous ivahine covered with W aik ik i 

spray. From her T.V. lips wre heard—

“I am the Atomic Santa Claus. I have 

a present for each of you. You may have 

anything. . . . "  I swooned with Beautiful 

Kahana ringing in my ears. When 1 

came-to Prince Kuhio was leading a lam^ 

group in singing M aikai ha Makan 

Kohale. I took my place in the line that 

led toward the glamorous Atomic Kriss 

Kringle.

I shook hands with John Ledyard (in 

Hawaii with Cook) who probably was 

the first American to see Hawaii; clinked 

glasses with Jonathan Thorn, the first 

American naval officer to visit Hawaii; 

smiled at Leatherneck John Marshall 

Gamble who commanded the first U. S. 

naval vessel to make a call on Hawaii; 

greeted Mad-Jack Percival, Tom ap 

Catesby Jones and Lawrence Kearney- 

all of the Navy—Major Tom Swords 

(first U. S. Army officer to see H aw a ii), 

and Lemuel Cornick Shepherd, the
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dCauoh c ta  dianau dLoha Thu a toa
W e extend hearty greetings and “H appy Birthday 

and best wishes to you” to all C lub  members whose 

birthdays occur in  December.

Dec. I
LeRov C. Bush 
Albert Lemcs. Jr.
1). Ransom  Sherretz 
Dr. Charles Lake 

D e c . 2
Donald Austin 
George E. Freitas 
Robert Corbaley 
Sam I avlor 
Bruno A. Lambert 
Marv A. Springer 
Jack H. M aroon. Jr. 

D e c . 3
Darian  N . Castle 

D e c . 4
Charles R . Klenske 

D e c . 5 
Donald Gaut 
Gordon G illin  

Miias K. W hite 
’atrick W\ man 

-iur W . Emerson 

D e c . 6
Clarence E. H unter 
Dorothv O 'Dow da 
Margaret Rose 
Donald \V. New

D e c . 7
Ginger Charlock 
lan  Harrington 
F. E. Meere. I l l  
Edward A. Dufrene

D e c . 8
Gertrude W anenburg 
Mrs. R . C. H insdale, Jr. 

D e c . 9
Lawrence Sperry 
Leo Israel 

D e c . 10 
A. J. Bergeron 
Jo hn  Conant 
Jean H agg lund

M rs. Elsie Melim 
C lifford T . M elim  
Gravdon W oo la wav 

D e c . 11 
H a m  Gates 
H. l ucker Gratz 
M ildred A. W illiam s 
Joseph B. Meinecke 
Reita Rubv  Rhodes 

D e c . 12 
Donald Akana 
Jo h n  S. C lark 
A lan Kruse 
Carole M uirhead 
Henrv R. Nash 
V irginia Tibbetts 
Hugo io n  Platen. Jr.

D e c . 13
R ichard F. Bowen 
Alfred C. Young

D e c . 14
Comdr. A llan F. F lem ing 
Helen Smith 
C. W . Spit/, Jr.
J . B. Sticknev 
Su/anne Spencer 
Kenneth Ramsdell 
Carroll Coke 

D e c . 15
Henrv Auerbach, Jr .
Carol Clissold 
Thomas Evans 
Ann Leak 
Barbara Yap 

D e c . 16 
C a h in  Campbell 
Carmel it a Krone 
W illiam  W ilson, I I I  
T ita  Marks 

D e c . 17 
J . R . Schultz 

D e c . 18 
Virginia Evans 
Vernon McQueen

George Roosevelt, Jr. 
George Bates 
John  R . Sevier 

D e c . 1 9
Mrs. W avland Balconi 
Col. Harold Greer 
Jo hn  McComas 

D e c . 2 0  
Kenneth Brewer 
Llcwellvn Farden 
Maxine Fel/er 
)antes A. Dowsett 

D e c . 21 
H. J . Piersig 
Capt. Dan R . Poindexter 
David H. Johnston 
FJi/abeth M errill 

D e c . 2 2  
Thomas Gage 
Billv Kahanamoku 
Ian  F, Kinnear 

D e c . 23
Norm a R u th  Andrade 
W illiam  Cook 
Jo hn  Hallidav 
Lt. Col. J. Kestly 
Donald Lee 
Dr. Rodney West

D e c . 2 4
Patricia C. Darrow 
Elinor-Jean Defibough 
Harriet M arkham 
Mrs. George Tibbetts 
Sam P. Kaaua 
Carol Paoa

D e c . 2 5
(.eorge "D a d ” Center 
Charles Hughes, Jr.
A. G . Marcus 
Michael Mullahey 
Elizabeth Purvis 
W illiam  D. Teele 
Noel Lei Darrow 
Noel E. Murchie

D e c . 2 6

Kaniau J. Evans 
W . T . Hart 
Percy Sanborn 
Nancy Lambert 
N ikki 1 rum p

D e c . 27
Paul Dolan 

D e c . 2 8
Edward H . Markham 
W ilb u r Mav 
Jack A. M ullen  
M ilton  Neighbors 
Edward Dexter Sultan, Jr.

D e c . 2 9
Iwalani Adelmcyer 
David C. Anderson 
Alice H ite 
Mrs. Anthonv Volpe 
R a lp h  C. Needham

D e c . 3 0
Paul McGinnis 
Suzie W yman 
F'rancis E. Burns 
Jo hn  D. Lcmes 
Thomas S. Evans

D e c . 31
Frank D. Creedon 
Cara G. Marshall 
Diane O ’Learv

Club's "Surfboarding G\rene General." 

They all had enjoyed W aikiki.

left this Outrigger C lub ’s 44th Xmas 

» art\ about three o'clock on the morn­
ing ol Xmas, 1951. I was exhilarated 

and hated to leave as the afiair was get­

ting real hot. M illions ol buoyant souls 

—manv of them bodiless—were still cele­
brating as I left. A bit hazy, I do recall 
that at exactly m idnight a tremendous 

X  mas chorus went up to high heaven— 

"Mele Kalikimaka and H auo li Maka- 

h ik i H o n !"

riONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
Below is listed applicants for member­

ship to the Club. Please read this list 
carefully and if you have any reason lor 

objecting to their acceptance it is your 
duty to contact Dr. Irving Blom, chair­

man of the Admissions Committee, stat­
ing such objections. The Committee 
makes a full investigation of all app li­

cants and submits a report to the Board 
of Directors for their final decision. Any 

information given the Committee will 
be treated as confidential.

j  r  M O R S

A p p lic a n t Sponsor
Wm. Bahrenburg M. R. Maguire 
Thomas King Rosalie Barlow 
Jessica Smith Nason Newport

SEN IORS

George Gardiner N onh rup  Castle W illiam  Teele
C. R. Hall W illiam  Watson E. W . Stenberg

Seconded by 
M ilt Holst

Dr. J. F. Lucas, Jr.
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