
W A I K I K I  O F  1913
By Edwin North McClellan

The Pacific Mail Steamship Siberia arrived at Honolulu from Yokohama on 
August 8, 1913. On its passenger list you will find my name as well as that of E. Bur
ton Holmes—the famous lecturer—who, in the summer of 1898 had made motion- 
pictures of surf-riding at Waikiki Beach. We also carried sixty-three Filipinos for 
the Sugar Plantations of Hawaii and had aboard a valuable cargo of silk and tea. 
Five Singing Boys of Hawaii—who had left Honolulu about seven months before- 
returned home from Shanghai on the Siberia. They were under the guidance of 
James Ii, Jr., and had entertained Shanghai at the well-known Carleton Cafe. I 
had often visited this celebrated nightspot in the preceding year when I was Asiatic 
Fleet Intelligence Officer on the Staff of Rear-Admiral James B. Murdock (Asiatic 
Fleet Commander-in-Chief) stationed on the U.S.S. Rainbow. These Hawaiian 
entertainers (under Jimmy Ii) formed a bright spot on the Siberia as we steamed 
homeward. They made the deck-dances more enjoyable. "Our Hawaiian music was 
greatly appreciated by the Far Easterners,” reported Mr. Ii to the reporters at Hono
lulu. The Royal Hawaiian Band, under Henri Berger, welcomed us, as our ship 
"am e  to berth at Alakea Wharf,” reported the Star-Bulletin. Our friends alohaed 

Jwith fragrant leis.
Birthday was gorgeous. "Three lads, with 
skins sun-kissed to brownness, riding an 
outrigger canoe, formed the entry of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club,” reported the 
Advertiser of February 23, 1913. “This 
car (drawn by two horses) was decorated 
with plants, flowers and ferns, the canoe 
being hidden just far enough to give the 
appearance . . .  of an outrigger riding a 
comber at Waikiki. The youths, with 
their wide paddles, heightened the effect 
and worked industriously in the imagi
nary billows.”

Duke Paoa Kahanamoku was not a 
member of the Outrigger Canoe Club in 
1913 (Star-Bulletin, July 12, 1912) but 
his swimming laurels brought glory to 
the Hui Nalu, both in Hawaii and on 
the Mainland. In that year the H ui Nalu 
officers were: William T. Rawlins (Presi
dent) ; Lew G. Henderson (Vice-Presi
dent) ; W. H. D. King (Secretary) ; Alex 
May (Treasurer) ; E. K. “Dude” Miller 
(Commodore) ; and Duke Paoa Kahana
moku (Captain).

JULY 4 CELEBRATION

July 4, 1913 was a great day ki the 
Waikiki area. There were horse-races 
and a baseball game at Kapiolani Park, 
and a big Public Dance in the Public 
Baths Pavilion (Kapiolani Park) with 
handsome prizes awarded. “Spend the 
Fourth at Waikiki Inn,” advertised that 
hostelry. “There will be doings at Wai
kiki Inn today and tonight.” A special 

(Continued on Page 11)

VISITS O.C.C.
With most of the passengers I struck 

out for Waikiki, of which I had most 
pleasant memories, particularly of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club, which I had vis
ited in 1908 and 1910. But before telling 
you of this 1913 visit let us recall some 
of the Waikiki-events which occurred 
that year before we arrived on the Siberia. 
In February, a huge throng viewed a 
modern landing of Kamehameha’s Army 
of 1795.

KAMEHAMEHA'S ARMY (179S) LANDS
Plunging across sunlit billows and 

riding swiftly upon the crests of the well- 
combed rollers of Waikiki Bay, a fleet of 
war-canoes brought the conquering Army 

-̂ af Kamehameha the Great to Oahu, on 
yriday, February 21, 1913, “the first scene 

"in the first historical pageant ever staged 
in the Territory.”

“From the Waikiki Inn to the Seaside 
Hotel, the beach, and all available space 
back of it, was occupied by spectators.” 
The “Moana Hotel bathroom frontage 
and the Pier were jammed with people. 
The Moana had provided a special ■stand 
under the pergola along the beach for 
its own guests as well as those of the 
Young Hotel.” The Outrigger Canoe 
Club was a center of hospitality. The 
hard work of John Wise and Eli Craw
ford had much to do with the success of 
the pageant.

OUTRIGGER CLUB IN FLORAL PARADE
The Floral Parade on Washington’s
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dinner was served on the Inn ’s “breezy 
lanai” to the music of the Hawaiian 
Orchestra. But it was on the Beach in 
front of the Moana and Seaside Hotels 
and the Outrigger Canoe Club where the 
celebration of the Fourth reached its 
height.

Next day, Mrs. Walter F. Dillingham 
honored Madame Lillian Nordica with a 
tea at the Dillingham’s "temporary home 
at the Beach” where the “beauties of 
Waikiki” were enjoyed, reported the 
Star-Bulletin. Mrs. Herman Focke and 
Mrs. Gerrit Wilder presided at the tea

ses.

PRINCE GEORGE OF BATTENBERG AT WAIKIKI

Prince George of Battenberg (second- 
cousin of King George) arrived at Hono
lulu as a young sub-lieutenant aboard 
the battle-cruiser New Zealand (Captain 
Lionel Halsey) on July 13, 1913. The 
British warship "made fast at the Alakea 
Street Wharf,” ewa side, about 4:00 p.m., 
reported the Star-Bulletin of July 14, 
1913. Shortly after, .the slender, light- 
complexioned, sandy-haired, medium- 
weighted Prince was ashore at Honolulu 
taking in the sights and enjoying the 
Beach at Waikiki.

“The Moana Hotel Clubhouse was the 
scene” on the afternoon of the thirteenth 
of July “of a party given by the Ka Aha- 
inii o na Pua o Hawaii,’’ to the Prince 
\d officers of the New Zealand, reported 

the Star-Bulletin of July 17,1913. “Queen 
Liliuokalani was present at the Hawaiian 
Afternoon," or Tea, as it was called. 
There were about two hundred guests 
there to aloha the distinguished visitors. 
Hawaiian music and dances “including 
the famous hula, which the officers loudly 
applauded,” featured the affair and’ the 
ukulele “was much in evidence,” ex
plained the Star-Bulletin. The music was 
by the Likolehua Glee Club, and Hawaii 
Ponoi was sung to conclude the party. 
Prince George enjoyed the hula particu
larly, remarking that “it was rather 
quaint." Among the many attending 
were Queen Liliuokalani, Mrs. A. G. M. 
Robertson, Miss Ethel Whiting, Mrs. 
Charles Hall, Miss Edith Williams, Miss

Abbie Buchanan, Mrs. Lahilahi Webb, 
Mrs. Curtis P. Iaukea, Mrs. Lucy Pea
body, and Mrs. Benjamin F. Dillingham. 
Of course, Prince George and his ship
mates enjoyed visiting the Outrigger 
Canoe Club, surfboarding and outrigger- 
canoeing. The New Zealand, and the 
Prince of Battenberg, sailed from Hono
lulu for Vancouver, B.C., at 9:05 a.m., 
July 18, 1913.

Mrs. Elizabeth Kahuila Wilcox (widow 
of the late Judge W. L. Wilcox) drowned, 
after a heart-attack, while gathering 
edible seaweed (limu) in shallow water 
“off the Bertleman Place,” Waikiki 
Beach, on July 7, 1913.

There was a dance at Waikiki Inn on 
the night of August 7, 1913 with the 
Hawaiian Quintette furnishing the mu
sic, reported the Star-Bulletin. Guests of 
the hotel, friends and tourists were pres
ent. Which brings us up to August 8, 
1913 when I arrived at Waikiki for my 
third enjoyable visit to Hawaii.

I VISIT THE OUTRIGGER CLUB

I observed much improvement around 
the Beach. The Moana (with its very 
romantic Pier), the Seaside; and the 
Pavilion, Lanai and other structures of 
the Outrigger Canoe Club were still 
there. The Outrigger’s Women Auxiliary 
had expanded considerably. I again en
joyed trying to ride a surfboard and I 
had my outrigger-canoe rides. The Beach 
Boys gave me a sample of their lomi-lomi. 
Moonlight Swimming Parties were the 
vogue at this time. Like that of Miss 
Marjory Gilman in honor of Miss Fanny 
Hoogs at the Gilman Home at Waikiki 
on August 9, 1913. Those were good old 
Waikiki days (and nights) which never 
will return.

BIG FORT DaRUSSY GUNS
While I was in Hawaii at this time the 

big guns of Fort DeRussy were emplaced. 
“With two brigadier-generals” and many 
civilians looking on, a "58-ton guarantee 
of international peace was, on the morn
ing of August 2, 1913, transferred from 
the deck of the liner Lurline to the barge

(over)
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that is to carry it to its final resting- 
place, Fort DeRussy,” reported the Star- 
Bulletin of August 2, 1913. The "great 
14-inch gun” will “guard the Waikiki 
portion of the coastline.” This “persu
ader” of Fort DeRussy made its third 
voyage on August 5th, when it was towed 
from the Navy Dock at Honolulu to a 
point opposite the Post Exchange at Fort 
DeRussy, reported the Star-Bulletin of 
August 5th. The Lurline had deposited 
it at Pearl Harbor (via a big crane 
earlier) where it was put on a big lighter. 
And now, in 1950, there are no “big 
guns” at Fort DeRussy.

Of course, I visited Camp Very of the 
Marines, located about where Fort Arm
strong is now situated. I saw the water- 
fountain (called the Fish-Pond) con
structed by Company "B” of the Marines 
of shells and coral. It was about six by 
six feet. Water spouted from the cylin
drical column rising from the center. 
On the ewa side of the fountain were the 
letters “U.S.M.C.” worked in with shells.

THE "SIBERIA" DEPARTS

A large crowd witnessed the departure 
of the Siberia at ten o’clock on the morn
ing of Saturday, August 9, 1913, for San 
Francisco. I was one of the ninety-five 
first-class cabin-passengers. We were all 
adorned by the Promotion Committee 
with leis, while the Royal Hawaiian 
Band, under Henri Berger, discoursed 
the latest popular music as well as Ha
waiian airs, in mutual farewell. It was 
somewhat of a coincidence that when 
a tall young woman (who had been in 
Honolulu for a few weeks teaching the 
tango and other modern dances) crossed 
the gangway laden with flowers, and 
tripped a little, the Band should be 
playing the Hesitation Rag. The lady 
almost ragged across the gangplank to 
the steamer’s deck. And the Band played 
the Wedding-March as, laden with leis 
and deluged with aloha-rice, Judge and 
Mrs. W. B. Lymer—happy bride and 
bridegroom—came aboard. Few of the 
passengers knew that the Siberia carried 
nineteen hundred packages of silk valued 
at $750,000, and much tea from Amoy 
(China) and Kelung (Formosa). As I 
saw the Outrigger Canoe Club and Wai
kiki Beach pass from view I did not

know that it would not be until July of 
1925 that I again would see them.

THE OUTRIGGER DIVING-PLATFORM

The remainder of 1913 (after we left) 
was filled with interesting things. The 
Advertiser of August 11, 1913 described 
the new Diving-Platform for the Out
rigger Canoe Club (costing $200) which 
came into being thanks to A. H. Day, a 
member of the Club.

“Surfing at Waikiki Brought up to 
Date,” captioned a lovely drawing by 
Nell Brinkley in the Advertiser of August 
17, 1913. Sweet maids (in all-over black 
bathing suits) were shown on surfboards 
in a lacy-sturdy surf at Waikiki.

Duke Paoa Kahanamoku returned to 
Honolulu from San Francisco aboard the 
Sierra in mid-August, 1913. W. T. R /- 
lins (President of Hui Nalu) was hosW,. 
a Poi-Supper (prepared by Kao) to Duke 
and among those present were: Betty 
Rawlins (Hui Nalu mascot), Mr. and 
Mrs. F. T. Henshaw, Charles Cowan, 
Frederick Wilhelm, W. H. D. King, Cur
tis Hustace, Dan Keaweamahi, William 
A. Cottrell, Harvey Chilton, Watson Bal- 
lentyne, Lew G. Henderson, Vincent 
Genoves, Alexander May, George Kea
weamahi, Richard Holstein, James Dod
son, and Mr. ^nd Mrs. W. T. Rawlins.

Harold and Mrs. Castle were hosts at 
a beautiful dance at their Waikiki Home 
with the members of the Maui Polo 
Team as their honored guests on August 
23, 1913, the day on which Oahu had de
feated Maui for the Polo Championship, 
7*4 to 2, at the Moanalua Field. In that, 
match Oahu was represented by W. Mai 
farlane, Sam A. Baldwin, Harold IC" 
Castle and Walter F. Dillingham, while 
the Maui men were Harold Rice, Arthur 
Collins, Frank F. Baldwin and David 
Fleming.

QUEEN LILIUOKALANI'S WAIKIKI BEACH HOUSE

On the night of September 1, 1913, 
Queen Liliuokalani published this mes
sage: “I wish to thank my people for 
their loyalty during the past year and I 
invite everyone to come to Washington 
Place tomorrow to help me observe my 
75th Birthday.” Queen Liliuokalani did 
receive her countless friends on her birth
day at Washington Place. This party was 
followed by a luncheon (luau) at the 
Queen’s Beach House at Waikiki.
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A SCENIC WONDERLAND AWAITS YOUR V IS IT  TO

KAUAI
Th e  " G a r d e n  Is la n d "  . . . m a d e  b e a u tifu l,

ke pt b e a u tifu l . . . fro m  lo v e ly  H a n a le i vo lle y  

to w h is p e rin g  W a im e a  C a n y o n  . . . scenic sp le nd or 

th a t is K a u a i's  o w n  . . . a n d  yo u rs  to e n jo y  at

KAUAI INN
a 1 5 -a cre  g a rd e n  spot, m a tc h in g  loveliness 

w ith  lu x u ry  . . . e ve ry  m o d e rn  a cc o m m o d a tio n  

w ith  m a n y  sports on  the g ro u n d s  o r  n e a rb y .

For in fo rm a tio n  a n d  reservations 
P hone 5 -7 9 2 6

_  IN TER -ISLA N D ’S TRAVEL SERVICE
Fort a t M e rch a n t St.

H o n o lu lu  R epresentative o f K a u a i Inn 

O r  See A n y  A u th o riz e d  T ra v e l A g e n t

Labor Day (September 1, 1913) was 
well celebrated at Kapiolani Park with 
horse rates while the Beach at Waikiki 

was crowded as it had seldom been be

fore.

“The sands have washed over the coral 

in front of the Outrigger Canoe Club so 

'hat it is now possible to walk in one 
lirection ill bare feet to the Reef,” re
ported the Advertiser of September 8, 
1913. “The Beach also is growing steadily, 

and it seems as though the great exten
sive Waikiki Beach ol five years [1908] 
is to come back to its own."

Regatta Day of September 21, 1913 
found the H u i Xalu  canoes winning. The 
races were held over a course Irom the 
Spar Buoy to the Judges Stand. The Aa 
won the Six-Paddle Canoe Race (Duke 
Kalianamoku was bow) with the Lio 
Keokeo of the H ui Xttlu. second. The 
Aa also won the Four-Paddle Canoe Race 
followed by the Lio Keokeo and Kalei. 
The canoes in the Four-Paddle race lor 
women finished in this order: Maikn 
Fine (Kamehameha Aquatic Club) , Ka-

[

naiaupuni (Tom Keopaihi) . Hoapailn 
(Tom Keopaihi) , and Lanakila (Ka
mehameha Aquatic Club) . The Keoka- 
lam won the Sailing Canoe Race followed 
in by the Kaleaikanuu.

D A N C E  A T  O U T R IG G E R  C L U B H O U S E  F O R  D U K E

"Everybody is going to the H u i Xalu 
Dance at the Outrigger Canoe Clubhouse 
tonight, October 1, 1913,” reported the 
Adx’eriiser. “Everybody wants to see Duke 
Kalianamoku in action as a rurkcy-ti otter 
prior to his departure for San Francisco.” 
Duke and his lellow-swiiiimcrs sailed 
aboard the Wilhelmina a few days later. 
In this month of October there appeared 
the Mid-Pacific Poster ot Duke Paoa 
Kalianamoku, in four colors, put out by 
the Hawaiian Promotion Com mi I tee and 
sent all over the world. This was the 
Poster for the Floral Parade and Mid- 
Pacific Carnival of 1914. " The poster 
represents Duke standing upon a surf
board coasting a billow at Waikiki 
Beach,” captioned—“Duke Kalianamoku, 
Champion Swimmer of the World, at 
Waikiki.”
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CANOE RIDES 

SURFING 

LOMI LOMI 

SURFBOARDS 

BATHING SUITS 

BATHING CAPS 

LOTIONS 

SUPPLIES 

SURF
V

PHOTOGRAPHY

SURF PHOTOGRAPHY
UMBRELLAS FOR RENT

OFFICIAL TICKET AGENCIES FOR CATAMARAN 
"M A N U  K AI"

SPECIAL RATES TO O.C.C. MEMBERS

OUTRIGGER CANOE CLUB BEACH SERVICES

Phone 991564
ASK FOR SALLY HALE

Eleven Expert Men On Hand To Serve You


