
Masters Claim Molokai Victory 

Dateline Tangier-

While aboard the QE li somewhere off 
the coast of Morocco, I have really had 
time to reflect upon and write my 
thoughts on the recent victory of the 
OCC Masters in the Molokai to Oahu 
canoe race held October 7. 

This victory in the highly competitive 
masters men division (35 years and 
older) establishes another solid prece
dent to our claim of being the world's 
best masters canoe crew. It also repre
sents the fourth victory for the OCC 
Masters since this division was created 
in 1984. 

The crew, which is known within 
our Club as the "Dinosaurs" consists of 
an impress ive number of former 
Molokai champions and journeymen 
paddlers. 

Our line up for the race included Bill 
Bright, Bob Riley, Jack Feher, John 
Finney, Mark Buck, Brant Ackerman, 
Tim Guard, Henry Ayau and Greg 
"New Boy" Rudin. 

Other members of the Dinosaurs in
clude Mike Clifford and Steve Van Lier 
Ribbink who could not participate in the 
final race because of personal business. 

The race was dramatic with difficult 
ocean conditions. Of course, veteran 
Molokai steersman Brant Ackerman did 
a masterful job of using the ocean and 
our fiberglass canoe the Holomalie to 
our advantage. We established an early 
lead in our division and held on to it. 

We were in lOth place overall for 
most of the race. We finished 14th in 
5:49:58 with only three minutes separat
ing our crew from the ninth place fin
isher. 

Bill, Bob and Tim served as principal 
strokers although Mark Buck and I 
ended up in the "hot seat" at critical 
stages. The "engine room" was ably 
powered by Greg, Jack, Henry and I. 

The superb effort put in by the entire 
crew meant the difference between vic
tory and disappointing defeat since the 
Marina del Rey Masters all-stars fin
ished 16 seconds behind us in 5:50:14. 

The OCC Masters Crew has estab
lished a winning "mind set" which has 
taken us to the top all year. Victories 
include the masters championships in 

By John Finney 

Outrigger's Masters Crew included Mark Buck, Greg Rudin, Bob Riley, John Finney, 
Brallf Ackennan, Tim Guard and Bill Bright. Not pictured: Henry Ayau mul Jack 
Feher. 

the s tate regatta championship, the 
Queen Liliuokalani Race, the Skippy 
Kamakawiwoole title and finally the 
Molokai title. 

We believe we have added another 
proud chapter to the OCC paddling leg
end. 

I'd like to thank our support crew for 
the final race which included Jackie Ma
guire, escort boat; Cline Mann and 
David Buck, tactical advisors, and Mahi 
Riley, mothering and massage. Without 
their help, this effort would not have 
proven victorious. ri'J 

Winter 10K Paddleboard 
Race Set, December 29 

The 13th annual Winter lOK Paddle
board Race will be held on Saturday, 
December 29 at 10:30 a.m. at the Club. 
In addition, an 8K One Man Canoe race 
and an 1 I .SK Kayak race will be held. 

The race is open to the public. 
Some Club paddleboards are available 
for use by members. 

The paddleboard race is twice around 
a 5K course, thus allowing spectators at 
the Club to follow the race from the 
start , the halfway point and the fini sh. 

Registration will be accepted on the 

Terrace before the race, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. An awards ceremony and 
ltmcheon will follow the race. 

Heath Hemmings is the de fending 
paddleboard champion , finishing one 
second ahead of Aaron Napoleon and 
two seconds ahead of two-time defend
ing champion Chris Moore last year in 
a very exciting race. 

Kevin Olds won the one-man canoe 
race last year and Geoff Graf won the 
kayak race. / 
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