
Postcards From the Past 

By Barbara Del Piano 
In 1985, Outrigger member Keith Steiner started to 

collect postcards. Not just any postcards, mind you, but 
a very special kind indeed. To fit the criteria, the post
cards must date back to the early 1900's and have been 
published by Steiner's grandfather, James Steiner, founder 
and operator of Island Curio Store. 

It all started when Steiner came across a box of the 
cards while waiting in line at a stamp show at the Ilikai. 
Fascinated at first by the pictures of island fish, he 
became even more entranced when he turned the cards 
over and found his grandfather's name. He bought the 
entire collection and embarked on an exciting new 
endeavor. 

Over the past 16 years, Steiner's collection has 
grown to 4 7 5 postcards, all depicting some phase of 
Hawaiiana. Just some of the 30 categories which com
prise the collection, including the fish series, are flowers, 
buildings, surfing, plantations, royalty, and of course 
pictures several of beautiful Hawaiian maidens heavily 
bedecked with lei. 

The unique collection was the inspiration for a 
book released in late November. Hawai'i's Early 
T erritarial Da)'S is a fascinating volume illustrated with 
full size reproductions of 150 original Island Curio post
cards. Of special interest to collectors is a catalog of the 
postcards which is included in the book. 

Most of us take postcards for granted, but as popu-

Jar as they might still be, the "golden age of postcards" 
actually occurred from 1890 unt.il!910. Although pho
tography was an established medium, small, inexpensive 
cameras were not yet available so postcards were the pri
mary means that tourists treasured as mementos of their 
travels and to send home to family and friends. Today, 
postcard collectors and dealers can be found all around 
the country,,buying, selling and trading these delightful 
souvenirs of a bygone era. 

When James Steiner arrived in Honolulu in 1882 
from Czechoslovakia) he went to work for Hm'l' & Co. 
whose business consisted of catering, confections, and 
restaurants. They also bad a small curio store which sold 
items such as calabashes and poi pounders which were 
plentiful at the time and much in demand by tourists. 

Around 1900, James Steiner took over Hart & 
Co., and expanded that part of the business. He estab
lished an enterprise called Island Curio Store located on 
Fort Street, close to the waterfront that ship's passengers 
were likely to frequent. And he began to sell postcards. 
Over the years, he produced cards depicting more than 
300 different island scenes, but unfortunately, did not 
leave behind a collection of his own. 

Keith Steiner's search has put him in contact with 
dealers all over the country. He has also purchased some 
on e-bay and at the annual local Collector's Show at 
Blaisdell Exhibition Hall. Occasionally some will turn up 
at local stamp and coin shops. Prices for the cards, 

HAU TERRACE PUPU MENU 
Served from 5-9:30 p.m. 

SASHIMI 
Thinly Sliced Raw Ahi with Wasabi 

Market price 

KALUA PORK QUESADILLA 
Filled with Sweet Corn, Red Bell Pepper & Topped with 

Guacamole 
6.75 

AHIPOKE 
With Sweet Potato chips 

8.25 

CLUB NACHOS 
Tortilla Chips with Cheddar Cheese, Guacamole, Salsa, 

Sour Cream and Refried Beans 
6.95 

MEZZEPLATE 
Toasted Pita Bl'cad with Hummus, Babaganoush, Yogurt 

Cheese Spread 
6.95 

ONO PUPU PLATIER 
Hairy Prawns, Chicken Yakitori & Thai Spring Roll 

5.95 per person (Minimum of 2) 

BAR-B-QUE TERIYAKI 
MEAT STICKS (3) 

3 Sticks of Tender Flame Broiled Beef Brushed with 
Teriyaki Sauce 

5.95 

CHICKEN YAKlTORI STICKS (4) 
4 Sticks of Flame Broiled Marinated Chicken 

Covered with a Sweet Yakitori Sauce 
5.25 

which once cost a penny, now rnnge from a few 
dollars to close to a hundred dollars each. 

Grandfather Steiner sold his business in 
1914, shortly after building the landmark 
"Steiner Mansion" on what is now a part of 
Kubio Beach. Oldtimers still remember the 
imposing Victorian home located across from 
where the Hyatt Regency now stands. One of 
his sons, Harry, (Keith's father) was one of the 
boys whom Alexander Hume Ford enlisted at 
Waikiki Beach in 1908 to form the nucleus of 
the original membership of the Outrigger Canoe 
Club. Today 14 family members belong. 

An autograph session to promote the book 
will be held in the lobby of the Outrigger on 
December 16 from 9 a.m. til Noon. A part of the 
proceeds will benefit the Outrigger Duke 
Kahanamoku Foundation and the Institute for 
Human Services. So come to the Club to mee~ 

the author and talk story about the good old 
Territorial Days. 

VERY SPECIAL 
Resorts & Rates 

Kauai 

f r om Poipu t o Princeville 

on the beach at Kahana 

f r·om Kana to 
waikoloa Vi l lage 

To take advantage of this 
special offer, please call 

and Identify yoursel f as an 
Outrigger Canoe club member 

800-364-4043 
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