
Take a Bow, Mazeppa 
By Barbara Del Piano 

The Historical Committee's Stew-Rice Nights are one of the most popu
lar, ongoing programs at the Outrigger. These events, which have been raking 
place twice a year for nearly a decade, have treated members to a vast array of 
interesting and informative lectures, movies, stories, slide shows and ,·ideo pre
sentations. A fascinating array of speakers has been featured at these pro
grams, covering an incredibly broad range of subjects. 

Stew-Rice Night might well have fallen by the wayside long ago had not 
Mazeppa Costa volunteered to take on the job. During the eight years since, 
her impressive productions have brought regular sellout crowds to the Club 
and the Monday night events have evolved into a very special function- part 
social, part educational and parr entertainment. 

Almost single-handedly, Mazeppa rakes care of the derails-everything 
from scheduling the event, engaging the speaker, procuring the necessary 
equipment, and making sure that the sound and lighting are correct. She also 
writes the appealing promotional articles for the O utrigger magazine; and, 
along with daughter Monte, designs and insmlls eye catching and creative dis
plays in the Lobby showcase. 

Despite the energy and hard work she puts into each of the programs, 
Mazeppa is almost invisible at the actual event. Always on hand and checking 
each detail, she keeps a low profile while ensuring that everything goes off 
without a hitch. 

Mazeppa invariably secures someone else to introduce the speaker, present 
lei or do whatever might rake her into the public eye. Petite and soft-spoken, 
there is still the slight trace of a lilting drawl that lingers from her early years in 
Memphis, Tennes..<ee, although she has been a Hawaii resident since college 
days. 

Her resume is a marvelous documentation of years of volunteer service 
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relations business. Mazeppa and her bte 
husband, Bob Costa, met while attending 
George Washington University in the 
District of Columbia. They returned to 
Hawaii to earn masters' degrees at the 
University of Ha,mii in Theater Arts. 

Both were heavily involved in the 
Honolulu Community Theater. Mazeppa 
has served on the Board of Directors for 
Hawaii Theater for Youth, the Boys and 
Girls Club and the Hawaiian Music 
Foundation as well as being a member of the 
Mayor's Commission on Culture and the 
Arts and Chairperson of rhe City Ethics 
Commission. 

Undoubtedly her broad range of contacts throughout the community have 
enabled her to successfully attract speakers in a fascinat:ing variety of fields 
including figures of international renown such as oceanographer Dr. Richard 
Grigg (who entranced his audience by tracing the evolution of the Hawaiian 
Islands and their coral reefs) and Dr. Alexander Malahoff, professor of geologi
cal oceanography and Director of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration at the University of Hawaii. 

Dr. Malahoff's presentation elicited all the thrills and goose bumps of a 
science fiction movie as he rook his audience to the depths of the sea to view 
the submerged ,·olcano and future island, Lo'ihi. Club member, the late Cline 
Mann, shared his broad knowledge on Hawaiian land division when he spoke 
on the "Ahupua'a of Waikiki". Club member Alan Lloyd held the audience 
spellbound with his convincing theory of the Spanish discovery of Hawaii in 
the 1527. 

Frank Haines, notable contemporary architect, showed slides and gave 
interesting tidbits of information on some of Hawaii's historic buildings. Bob 
Krauss brought back poignant memories to many old timers with his stories of 
the old interisland steamships and Honolulu Harbor. Renowned storyteller, 
Makia Maloko, a former Kalaupapa resident, kept the audience enraptured 
with a selection of local style ghost stories one Monday night in late October. 

On a lighter note was a replay of Duke Kahanamoku's This is Your Life 
reb·ision show, and Waikiki Wedding, a 1937 musical film starring Bing 
Crosby and Martha Raye which had the audience rolling in the aisles. This 
movie featured Harry Owens' Academy Award winning song of '37, Sweet 
Leilani. 

Mazeppa enticed Desoto Brown of Bishop Museum to show newly discov
ered color films of Hawaii in the early 30's which had not been viewed for 50 
years and Club member Herman Lemke narrated a video created from his fami
ly's private collection of photos daring back to the early 1900's. 

Another video that was enthusiastically enjoyed was one produced by 
member Mele Meyer about her famous aunt, lrmgard A luli. Well known local 
historians Carol Sih-a of rhe Hawaii Stare Archi\·es and Jim Bartels, former 
'Ialani Pabce Curator, both gave interesring presenrarions from their vast 
reservoirs of our Island's past. 

Winston C. Morton-Kauhane spoke on the little known but extremely 
interesting subject, "Plants of the Canoe". At a recent program, a movie, 
Surfing for Life, featured a number of surfers (including member Sharon 
Bimliff, who spent many years riding the waves of both Hawaii and Clllifornia 
and the impact surfing has had on their lives and well-being. 

Perhaps Mazeppa's greatest coup was in capturing Nainoa Thompson, very 
much in demand and fresh from the Hokulea's incredible 1994 journey to the 
Marquesas, Tahiti and Raiarea. His own presentation was awesome, bur when 
he introduced surprise guests, Micronesian navigator Mau Piailug and nstronaut 
Lacy Veach, the audience went wild. 

One would think that after all these winning presentations, Mazeppa 
would be ready to rest on her laurels. Fortunately for the Outrigger, she is still 
avidly pursuing new speakers and new subject matter with the same enthusiasm 
that has kept the programs so popular for the past eight years. 

Be looking for an announcement of the next "Stew-Rice Night" sched
uled for April 23. 


