
By Baroora Del Piano 
Ediror's Nore: Each momh during the year 2000, writer 
Baroora Del Piano will highlight a decade of the Club's 
his roT)'. In this insrallmem, she writes about the period 
/961-1970. 

There's a saying rhat when looking for a site for 
a specific purpose, there arc three things to 
keep in mind: location, location, and loca

tion. 
The Outrigger Canoe Club wa blessed with 

rhe good fornmc to find the perfect location to suit 
its purpose: to perpetuate and promote the ancient 
water ports of surfboard riding and outrigger canoe
ing. The Club grew and pro pered throughout the 
year , in large part becau e of its ideal location. But 
rhe ire, considered a ble ing for so long, in the end 
wa very nearl1• the cause of it undoing. 

The Outrigger was fortunate to ha\·e secured 
irs prime sire at the edge of Kalehuawche, rhe surf
ing beach where chief: and chicfe e of old Hawaii 
rode the waves, a favorite pa time reserved only for 
the alii. King and Queens of Hawaii's we rernized 
monarchy al o enjoyed waters of \Vaikiki and used 
rhc area a a rerrcar from the pressures of govern
ment and a busy social life in rhc roya l court. 

Before long, foreigners began ro appreciate the 
charm and serenity of rhe area and magnificent 
mansions replaced grass houses along rhe shore. 

Entrepreneurs, eager to rake advantage of 
\Vaikiki's appeal, erected cottages and inns to 
accommodate a fledgling tourist business. Famous 
writers of rhe day such as Robert Loui Stevenson, 
Mark Twain and Jack London came, saw and were 

conquered by the beauty and ambience of thi rrop· 
ical paradi e and wrote of it with glowing word . 
And in the very midst of it all, the Outrigger Canoe 
Club was born. 

As the years pa ed, large hotel replaced cl1e 
simple cottages and inns and more and more people 
came to enjoy the sand and surf and ro relax in tran
quil surrounding . More and more ships were built 
to bring rhc visitors to the e enchanted i lcs and 
Waikiki and Diamond Head became household 
names throughout cl1c world. 

Two global conflicts occurred -- one with little 
impact on Hawaii; the other on it very wrf that 
brought monumental and irrevocable change to 
every part of the islands. 

A phenomenal po t war building boom 
brought explosive growth to the area and the 
Outrigger was caught up in the mac! trom of com
mercial acriviry rhar urrounded ir. Land values 
soared, lea e rent increased and parking areas 
became scarce. During one lea e negotiation, a por
tion of rhe Club' property wa rclinqui heel to make 
room for retail c rabli hment ar its very entrance. 
Nevertheless, it adapted to the changing scene 
around it and did all it could to survive in a new era 
of unparalleled development. 

For years, the Outrigger had depended upon irs 
good friend Matson Navigation Company, who con
trolled nor only rhe land on which the Club stood, 
but the surrounding land as well, ro help out when 
rhe going got particularly rough and to make sure 
that it got the most favorable terms 1 ossible in its 
lease negotiations. 

Then one day Mat on wa gone from the 
Waikiki scene and unfamiliar enritie were in 
charge. Because the Club was popular and filled a 
genuine need in rhe community, no one wanted ro 
ee ir eli appear, and yet it became increa ingly diffi-

cult to survive in the commercial jungle that now 
urrounded it. 

It became an anachronism in the very area of 
which it was a part. 

A strong and loyal membership and dedicated 
leadership pulled the Club through dangerous waters 
rime and again. As it latest lea e was clo e ro 
expiring, every conceivable compromi e was eli · 
cu cd and momh after month was spent trying to 
find a way for rhe Club ro remain on Kalakaua 
Avenue. 

The uncertainty that began in the '50s escalat
ed as the clocked ticked on, bringing the end of the 
lea c closer and closer. I r wa lmd to give up hope, 
until eventually it became clear that rhc Outrigger's 
days were numbered. After 57 years at this choicest 
of locations, on rhe sands beside Kalchuawehe, it 
found rhar it must either relocate or fade into histo
ry a only a fond memory. 
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For a very long rime it wa a ro up as to which 
of these choices would prevail. Although the Elk 
Club property, already under lea c and in usc as an 
adjunct for picnics and such, had nor gained final 
acceptance as the Outrigger' new home, it began to 
look more and more favorable. 

As 1963 and the end of the lease loomed clos
er and closer, it was time to make a decision. 
Discussions were often heated; emotions ran high. 
Some members were adamant against an!' lllOI'e ar 
all. Others favored one ire or another. It was a 
time of tremendous turmoil within rhe Club. 
pecial meetings were held ro get the feel ing of the 

member hip as a whole. In rhe end, the vote was 
cast ro move ro rhe Elks Club property. 

No recounting of these years of life-or-death 
decision-making would be complete without lauding 
the efforts of the men who steered the Club through 
the e tumultuous rimes; Pre ident J. Ward Ru ell 
who e ready hand and wi e coun el recred the 
Club into uncharted waters with confidence and 
optimism; Cline Mann, who worked rirele ly ro get 
the new Club underway and to coordinate the vari
ou phases of development; Vladimir Ossipoff, archi
tect, whose outstanding design combined borh 
esthetics and functionali m, taking advantage of 
space while uniting sire and structure into one 
attractive entity; and ro Wilford Godbold, Leslie 
Hicks, Herbert "Yabo" Taylor, Hal Whitaker, Keith 
Wallace, Walter Collins, Tom Well , Don Schmuck 
and so many others whose tireless efforts got the job 
done in a timely fashion. 

Of course, no monumental event such as the 
relocation of an institution more than half a century 
old and so much a pan of it original setting, could 
be con ummared without both phy ical and emo
tional upheaval. 

Although the majority of members accepted 
the inevitable, albeit with reluctance, many resigned 
rather than leave rhe old neighborhood rhar had 
been a second home for so many for so long. The 
member hip rolls sank dangcrou ly low but few peo
ple were interested in joining an organization with 
uch an uncertain future. 

The biggest drawback ro the new ire was the 
lack of a suitable beach and swimming area, so the 
first order of business was ro dredge the ocean area 
in front of the property. Huge amounts of coral were 
removed, creating not only a swimming basin bur a 
channel for canoes and small boars. 

Much of the coral was used as a base for a 
future beach. The excavated material was crushed 
and laid along the ocean frontage of rhe Elks, 
Outrigger and Colony Surf. As it rumcd our, beauti
ful white sand lay buried beneath the ground where 
the building would be situated and rhc plan was to 
cover the coral base with ir. Unfortunately, over 



rime, much of the sand and coral base disappeared 
when stormy weather brought huge waves and the 
high sun moved in to reclaim it. 

The new site, however, had some advantages 
over the old one including a magnificent view of 
Waikiki and the Waianae mountains. From a more 
practical point of view, it would have ample multi· 
deck parking, eliminating one of the major inconve
niences of the old site. 

Ground-breaking ceremonies were held on 
January 23, 1963, bur by the time plans and permits 
were secured, contractors selected, and sire prepara
tion completed, it was April fir t when actual con
struction began. The original arrangement called for 
rhe Club to vacate the Kalakaua property on the last 
day of October, 1963. 

If the Club was to make the transition to the 
new location without interruption, it would be little 
short of a miracle. Fortunately good weather pre
vailed almost entirely during the period of construc
tion, and with the exception of a brief cement strike 
which caused a minor setback, the crew was able to 

keep on its tight schedule. 
That the Kalakaua Avenue property would be 

developed and a high rise building erected was a cer
tainty, but who the lucky bidder on the property 
would be was cause for speculation. Early front run
ners, such as Murchison and Truesdale's \Vaikiki 
Development Co. faded out of the picture and even
tually it appeared that Sheraton, whose Moana
Sunrider and Royal Hawaiian Hotels abutted the 
property on both sides, would be the logical choice. 

It came as a surprise when Club member Roy 
C. Kelley ended up the winner of the highly ought
after prize and again the Outrigger had a friend to 
turn to. Since Kelley had no immediate plans for the 
property, he agreed to let the Club remain until the 
end of the year, at the terms of the expiring lease, 
granting it a much needed reprieve. 

Even with the extended deadline, it was neces
sary for Mann and his committee to keep a vigi lant 
eye on d1e progress of the construction, facilitating 
and coordinating the various phases of the work. No 
element of d1e overall project was overlooked. 

The grounds were a matter of special concern 
since the goal was to have the landscaping appear as 
though everything had been in place for many years. 
With that in mind, dozens of mature coconut trees 
and fully grown planting were installed. Hau trees, 
an integral part of the Club's ambience since its 
beginning, were planted and nurtured with care. 
The once barren sire was transformed into a lu h 
and verdant garden. 

It had been the Planning Committee's goal ro 
have the Annual Christmas Open House at the 
Diamond Head sire. With almost super-human 
effort, that goal was achieved as hundreds of mem-

bers flocked on Christmas day to get a preview of 
the Club's new home and keep an old tradition 
going. The fo llowing week, perhaps the most mem
orable social event in the Club's long hisrory took 
place as the revelers celebrated not only the end of 
the year, but the end of an era. 

A moving ceremony replete with pomp and 
pageantry rook place on January II , 1964, when the 
new site was formally dedicated. A flotilla of outrig
ger canoes departed from Diamond Head to the old 
Club site where President Ward Russell and Kahu 
Abraham Akaka, then pastor of Kawaiahao Church, 
awaited them. 

After anointing a special place on the sand, 
Kahu invited the paddlers ro shovel a handful of 
sand into a calaba h. The outriggers again entered 
the water, with Russell and Kahu accompanying 
them on a double hulled canoe. Dozen of surfers 
accompanied them as they paddled back toward 
Diamond Head. 

About I 00 yards offshore, rhe canoes formed a 
circle a Kahu Akaka cast lei into the brilliant 
water. Once again on land, the sand from the old 
sire was sprinkled on the new. The ceremony 
brought rears to the eyes of even the most toic. 

A sumptuous luau followed the ceremony with 
cndles food, music, dancing and good fellowship. It 
was indeed an auspicious beginning as old traditions, 
friendships and camaraderie were carried on without 
interruption from one place to another. 

And so the Outrigger Canoe Club embarked 
on new era in it history, disproving the doubts and 
mi givings of the skeptics that thought it couldn't 
survive. In its new and gracious surrounding , away 
from the hu ric and bu ric, glitz and glamour of 
\XIaikiki, the members settled down in their new sur
roundings and before long, things were back to nor
mal and it seemed as though this was where they 
had always been. 

Member hip was once again on rhe rise as 
more and more people rook notice of the "new" 
Club and appreciated the quiet and seclusion of it 
location. 

Many of the younger member who had grown 
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up on the Club's premises were now young married 
adults starting famil ies of their own. Second and 
third generation were represented by the growing 
membership as well as newcomers to the Islands who 
had fallen in love with the sea and its sports and dis
covered a place where they could fully enjoy them. 

Over time a subtle change occurred and the 
Club gradually assumed a more family oriented char
acter. 

At one time, the men played volleyball and 
surfed and enjoyed a beer at the Outrigger while 
their wives and kids spent their time next door at 
the Uluniu Women's Swimming Club. Now families 
shared their beach- ide recreational activities 
Members who had once been part of the "singles 
scene", lugging surfboards and paddles, were now 
weighted down with diaper bags and strollers. 
Junior paddlers were now senior coaches. 

Instead of partying on the Hau Terrace 
throughout the evening, they rushed home to 
relieve baby sitters or get the kids home and to bed 
after a long hot day on the beach. The youngsters 
who had monopolized the junior volley ball court 
now took over the Board Room. As young educated 
career-men, they began to assume the responsibili
ties of leadership in the organization. 

The first woman elected to d1c Outrigger's 
Board of Director , Mariechen Jack on, took a car 
with the previously all-male group in 1960. A 
new generation of members was leading the Club 
into the new era. 

If anyone thought that the move ro Diamond 
Head would in any way impede the sports programs 
of the Outrigger, they were proved dead wrong. The 
number of participants in the paddl ing program 
increased tremendou ly a did the number of tro
phies they won in the many regatta that compri eel 
a busy summer schedule, winning d1e Oahu Surfing 
Championship several rimes during the decade. 

The Club's volleyball ream won the National 
AAU Championship several time . The U.S. 
Olympic Volleyball ream of 1968 included five 
Outrigger members-Team Captain Tommy Haine, 
John Lowell, Jon Stanley, John Alsrrom, and Pete 
Velasco. 
conrinued on /Jage 10 
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Outstanding Members 
of the Century 

Who do you think qualifie as an Outrigger Member 
of the Century? 

We are looking for the names of truly out tanding 
Outrigger members, past and present, who will be featured 
in the December i ue of the Ourrigger magazine. 

One hundred members from the past 91 years of Club 
hi tory will be honored for ignificant contributions to the 
organization in the area of leadership, athletics, financial 
expertise or perhaps a special dedication to the ideal for 
which the Outrigger stands. 

Turn in your suggestions to the Public Rela~n 
Committee at the Front Desk. Include a paragrc flh a[ u 
why your nominee should be included. llle de clline (o 
entrie i September 15. 

Start Shooting Now for Photo Contest 
By Myra Fisher 

It's summertime and the light is bright. Now is the time to carry your camera and shoot 
scene of action around rhc Club. Notice the brilliant blues of sky and water, the flamboyant 
hue of flowers fi lling our trees. Walk through the park, hear the merriment and laughter as 
fa mi ly and friend gather for the day. Watch for prize winning shots in these categoric : 

ONLY in Hawaii 
ea capes or Landscapes 

Action vigorous or charismatic 
Emotion happiness, sadness, perplexing, confusion, surprise, ere. 
Beauty-in rhe eyes of the beholder 
Children will be children 
Animals 
Photos taken by juniors (18 years and under) . 

All members, members' spouses and children are invited to enter. Entry form will be 
provided ar rhc Front De k closer to deadline date. Entries will be accepted between October l 
and 31. Enter a many a eight photos. 

occ Social Calendar 
August 26 Cluh BBQ, 6 p.m. 

5 Club BBQ, 6 p.m. 28 Bridge, Noon 
7 Bridge, Noon 28 Oldrimcr Parry 
7 Stew & Rice, 6 p.m. 31 Lob tcr Night 
9 Wine Ta ring, 6 p.m. September 
12 Club BBQ, 6 p.m. 2 Club BBQ, 6 p.m. 
14 Bridge, Noon 2 Monday Night Football 
19 Club BBQ, 6 p.m. Party, Bar 
21 Bridge, Noon 4 Club BBQ, 6 p.m. 
21 Family Buffet, 6 p.m. II Bridge, Noon 
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II Monday Night 16 Bridge, Noon 
Football Party, Bar 16 Family Buffet, 6 p.m. 

16 Club Luau, 6 p.m. 16 Monday Night 
18 Bridge, Noon Football Parry, Bar 
18 Monday Night 23 Bridge, Noon 

Football Party, Bar 23 Monday Night 
18 Family Buffet, 6 p.m. Football Party, Bar 
25 Bridge, Noon 26 Lobster Night, 6 p.m. 
25 Monday Night 28 Club BBQ, 6 p.m. 

Football Parry, Bar 30 Bridge, Noon 
28 Lobster Night, 6 p.m. 30 Monday Night 
30 Club BBQ, 6 p.m. Football Parry, Bar 

October 31 Halloween 
2 Bridge, Noon 31 Photo Contest 
2 Monday Night Football Deadline 

Party, Bar 
Dates for Your Calendar 9 Bridge, Noon 

9 Monday Night Football December I Princess 
Party, Bar Kaiulani Fashion Show 

A New Beginning 
(conrin11ed from page 3) 

llle names of Fred Hemmings Jr., joey Cabell and Evie Black were 
indelibly etched in the annals of surfing history. 

As the torch was passed to this new generation, an older generation 
lipped away. Two of Outrigger's most beloved members, Dad Center and 
Duke Kahanamoku, were mourned by thousands of members whose live 
rhey had not only touched but helped to mold and shape. Le lie Hick , 
whose financial acumen was of untold value throughout many years of 
devoted service to the Club, also passed away. Their memories and 
achievements live on in the history of the Club. And the Club itself, 
older and wiser, continues ro carry on their legacy of dedication, honor, 
and sportsmanship. 

Next month: 1971-1980. 


