
By Barbara Del Piano 

Editor's Note: Each month throughow 
the year 2000, writer Barbara Del 
Piano will highlight a decade in the 
Club's history. In chis insuillment, ~he 
writes about the period of 1911 -1 920. 

A
t the time of the Outrigger 
Canoe Club' founding, 
Waikiki wa primarily a 

leepy re idential area with a com
bination of palatial beachfront 
mansions and small cottage . There 
was not a store of any kind to be 
een. 

Although the vi itor industry 
was till in its infancy, the maje tic 
Moana Hotel, on the Diamond 
Head side of the Club, had been in 
operation for even years. In 1906, 
rwo years before, the popular 
Seaside Hotel, with it charming, 
ai ry cottages and tent nestled 
among the coconut palms, opened 
on the Ewa side, on what were 
once the royal lands of Helumoa. 
Here such per onage a Alice 
Roo evelt Longworth and Jack and 
Charmain London enjoyed the 
tropical ambiance of Waikiki. 

A few mailer inns were nes
tled between the homes around the 
area. However, the downtown 
Alexander Young Hotel with its 
300 rooms, and the old Royal 
Hawaiian Hotel on Richard and 
Hotel Street held more visitor 
than all the Waikiki hotels com
bined. 

Hr~uttttGGER 
Five years before the 

Outrigger Canoe Club came into 
being, Honolulu Rapid Transit Co. 
had begun service to Waikiki, pre
viou ly acce ible mainly by hor e 
and carriage. The electric cars 
reduced travel time to \XIaikiki 
from 45 to 28 minutes. 

The future of \XIaikiki looked 
bright although no one could imag
ine the extent of it growth in the 
coming year . The fledgling Club, 
located right at its center, grew and 
flouri heel with the area. 

Within months of it organi
zation, the Outrigger wa able to 
organize a regatta to entertain 
Teddy Roosevelt's Great White 
Fleet which arrived in Honolulu in 
July of 1908. By then the Club 
boa ted of more than 40 canoes, 
many belonging to member but 
put at the disposal of the fleet. 

A erviceable canoe could be 
acquired for about $20 so several 
paddlers often got together to make 
a joint purchase. A renai ance in 
urfing and canoeing occurred. An 

on-site craftsman fa hionecl urf
board for the Club or for purcha e 
by individual members for $2. 

Not only were "men and 
boys" riding the waves, but women 
as well. Although Ruth Soper and 
Margaret Restarick, daughter of the 
Epi copal Bishop, are hardly hou e
hold names today, the e ladies are 
credited with being the fi rst female 
member of the Outrigger Canoe 
Club to master the art of surfing 
while tanding upright on the 
board. 

Interest in the traditional 
Hawaiian sports of canoeing and 
urfing increased dramatically with 

the e tabli hment of the Outrigger 
Canoe Club bur it would be many 
year before \XIaikiki would 
supercede Honolulu Harbor as the 
Mecca of competitive water sports 
on Oahu. 

Along the Harbor's edge were 
located the famous rowing organi
zations: the Myrtle Boat Club and 
the Healani Yacht and Boat Club, 
a well as the Women's Rowing 
Club. Each September a Regatta 
was held in the harbor and since 
the clays of the monarchy was 

Honolulu' major sporting and 
ocial event of the year. The boat 

clubs were festooned with colorful 
bunting a the Healani "Blues" and 
d1e Myrtle "Red " were joined by 
crews campo eel of service men ra
tioned in Hawaii who added to the 
competition. 

The heavy, six-oared barges 
were a far cry from the leek racing 
shells u ed in the Ea t, but the 
rivalry between the clubs was fierce 
and Regatta Day drew hundreds of 
spectators from around the island 
to enjoy the excitement and festive 
atmosphere. 

In addition to the barge race , 
there were everal events for out
rigger canoe . Although many 
Outrigger member were al o mem
bers of the e rowing clubs and 
devoted mo t of their time and 
energy to them, the Club managed, 
in its first year, to enter two canoes, 
the Hanakeoki and the /-loot> La, 
and came in econd in both race . 

In one of the big event of the 
day, the six-paddle canoe race, the 
1-/anakeoki was beaten by the A, 
Prince Kuhio's sleek koa canoe, 
purported to be the fa te t outrigger 
in existence at the time. Regatta 
Day was also a brillianr social occa
sion as the races were followed in 
the evening by parties and ball . 

Swimming pool were practi
cally non-exi tent in Hawaii at the 
time, so wimming meets were held 
in Honolulu Harbor where the 
calm water provided ideal condi
tions for both diving and hort and 
long distance swimming competi
tion. 

It was here, at Pier 7, in 1912, 
that Duke Kahanamoku intro
duced hi amazing Hawaiian crawl 
that would revolurioni:e competi
tive swimming <~round the world. 

Despite its remoteness, the 
Outrigger Canoe Club, from it 
inception, grew quickly in member
ship and reputation as the commu
nity applauded its commitment to 
the revitalization of native water 
sports. The Club planned and exe
cuted many innovative events 
which brought crowds of people to 
Waikiki. 

A Club-sponsored Regatta in 
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Ocrober of !90 wa a huge suc
ce s, with everal particularly 
exciting event that added a true 
cnsc of excitement to the scene. 

The Outrigger teams won every 
event that they entered and came 
away with $85 in prize money. A 
month later, the Club made head
lines in the local paper with it 
"Moonlight Carnival" which fea
tured not only a regatta, but mov
ing pictures, fireworks, a luau, and 
dance at the neighboring Moana 
and easide Hotel . 

The most pectacular event 
of all wa the night urfing exhibi
tion by Kenneth Atkin on, the 
fin Club Captain, who rode a 
wave in to shore carrying an elec
tric, battery-operated torch. The 
surfridcr was illuminated against 
the dark sky and cau ed quite a 
en arion among the pectators. 

Physically the Club grew 
quickly a more facilities were 
adele I. In addition to the original 
grass houses, a large lanai was built 
next to the lagoon and a retaining 
wallwa erected to prevent the 
lagoon from flooding when 
Apuakehau Stream overflowed. A 
charming bridge of coconut logs 
panned the lagoon, and canoe 
heels constructed of coconut 

frond , added to the tropical 
ambiance. 

Refreshments and food could 
be ordered from the ea ide Hotel 
and enjoyed on the Club' 
ground . A storage room for surf 
boards was built and made avail
able free of charge to members, but 
those preferring a locked compart
ment could hire the Club carpen
ter to construct one for a dollar. 
Drc ing rooms and shower were 
also added, and if a member want
ed a private locker, the Club car
penter wa happy to bu ild one for 
two dollars. 

Within a few year , under the 
guidance of President an ford B. 
Dole, the prestigious architectural 
fi rm of Ripley and Davis was com
mi -ioncd to de ign a new, more 
permanent club hou c. Although 
the grass houses were charming 
and provided an attractive tropical 
decor, they did not prove sturdy 

enough in stormy weather. o two 
ll'ooden tructure were built; a 
large two story pavilion-like build
ing which provided canoe stomge 
below and a large, informal, com
fortable area for social activities 
above. It was open to the cooling 
breezes but protected from the hot 
sun by broad, overhanging cave . 

The smaller building housed 
dressing rooms and served a vari 
ety of purposes. The "hau ltmais", 
popular gathering areas for mem
bers, were left undi turbed. 

When World War I com
menced in 1914, it had little 
impact on Hmva ii and it rc i
dents. Even after America's 
entrance in 19!7, the war never 
felt very close to home. However, 
in the spirit of patriotism, a 
National Guard Coa t Artillery 
wa formed and local business 
men, including many Outrigger 
members, joined. The Women's 
Auxiliary did its share by partici
pating in Red Cross and War 
Camp Community Service pro
jects. Some of the younger mem
bers were eventually drafted into 
service. 

By the time the war ended, 
the Club wa in atisfacrory finan
cial condition; it boasted of attrac
tive physical facilities and with an 
influx of new, enthusiastic mem
bers, including Dad Center, and 
Duke Kahanamoku, the Outrigger 
was poi ed to embark on a new era 
of growth. 

Of course, the surrounding 
area was growing as well. By !9!9, 
there were five major hotels in 
Waikiki. In addition to the 
Moana and Seaside, Waikiki Inn, 
Halekulani and Pierpoint had 
been added a the visitor count 
rose steadily from approximately 
3,000 in 1900 to over 8,000 in 
!9!7. 

More ;mel more of the vi itors 
were eschewing downtown 
Honolulu in favor of the quiet, 
peaceful atmosphere of Waikiki, 
where one could fa ll asleep at 
night, lulled by the sound of gentle 
surf and spend the day frolicking 
or relaxing in its soothing waters. 

The Outrigger, located as it 

was in the heart of the growing 
re ort area, became more and more 
popular as a place for residems to 
entertain guests and more services 
were added to accommodate their 
needs. Tea was served in the after
noon and before long non-alco
holic beverages became available 
along with ba ket lunches and 
items such as hot soup and rice 
were prepared on the premises. 

Under the guidance of 
George "Dad" Center, the Club 
expanded its athletic program. 
When a local chapter of the AAU 
wa formed., the Outrigger was 
one of the fi r t to join. Beach vol
leyball origimtted at the Club and 
oon became a popular sport. In 

the afternoons, businessmen would 
arrive from "down town" in their 
suits and tics, don swimming 
trunks and mke to the couns for 
relaxation and exercise. 

The Club initiate I the 
"Castle Swim", which started at 
theCa de home (now the Elks 
Club) and finished at the 
Outrigger. It soon became a popu
lar annual event. 

Thu the Club took on an air 
of permanency, planting its roots 
and establishing itself a a \'ita! 
part of the community; creating 
traditions of it own, and setting 
out in directions to satisfy its 
membership and fulfil a need for 
both athletic and ocial activities 
amid pleasant and conge i 
roundings. But, first an 
the Club remained dedi eel to 
promoting the sports of urfi \ 
outrigger canoeing. 

NextMonch: 192 1-1930. 
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