AQUATIC HAWAII IN THE OLYMPIC GAMES

By Edwin North McClellan

The tumult over the Olympic Games of 1952 has faded away. At Helsinki, Fin-
land, swimmers of Hawaii surpassed the performances of the swimmers of any of
the forty-eight States; but | rate our 1952-Hawaiian-Team behind 1920 and 1924
in that order. The ten World-Champions from Hawaii, who have won first-place
Olympic gold-medals, form a very exclusive and distinguished group—Duke Paoa
Kahanamoku, Warren Kealoha, Pua Kealoha (relay), Mariechen Wehselau (relay),
Clarence “Buster” Crabbe, Bill Smith, Thelma Kalama (relay), Ford Konno, Yo-
shinobu Oyakawa, and Bill Woolsey (relay). All these ten swimmers, as well as
others of Hawaii who have scored points in the Olympics, have been nominated
as members of the Hawaiian-Aquatic-Hall-of-Fame. In the Forecast, October, 1950,
1 wrote that George "Dad” Center "is among the ‘first ten in the Hawaiian-Hall-of-
Fame,”” and that Dad “shares with Duke Kahanamoku the honor of being the
Outrigger Canoe Club’s ‘most honored member.”” The Outrigger Canoe Club, its
aquatic athletes, coaches and other members, have performed a fine share of the
work as Hawaii achieved its Olympic victories; but the Club and members have
much important work in the coming four years. Hawaii looks forward with hop"
to Melbourne of 1956 and backward to Athens in 1896 and all the other Olymp”
Games between, for inspiration.
1B96—ATHENS, GREECE

The Republic of Hawaii under Presi- vin, Tinker, W. Cooper, Willie Roth,

dent Sanford Ballard Dole (later Presi-
dent of the Outrigger Canoe Club) sent
no aquatic athletes to the initial modern
Olympiad at Athens in 1896, although
Hawaii possibly had potential point-
winners in Kimokeo, Kapule and others
including, reportedly, Chris Wiedemann
on the Coast. Hawaii was voluntarily an-
nexed to the USA in 1898.

1900— PARIS, FRANCE

Dan Renear, Kimokeo, Kuaiwa, Pua,
James McCandless and other swimmers,
were available in Hawaii but no effort
was made by the Territory of Hawaii to
send them to Paris in 1900.
1904—ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

American swimmers and divers, among
them Charles M. Daniels, finally won
gold-medals in the Olympic Games; but
Hawaiian swimmers Ernest Kopke, Ki-
mokeo, Tom Hustace, Will Lyle and
others did not compete at St. Louis. Dan
Renear and George Freeth (diver) were
reported on the Coast.
1906—ATHENS, GREECE
(SPECIAL AND UNOFFICIAL)

These Special Olympic Games were
staged to boost interest in the London
Games of 1908. Hawaii sent no swim-
mers or divers to Athens even though
Duke Paoa Kahanamoku (not yet six-
teen) , Ernest Kopke, Tom Hustace, Law-
rence Cunha, Carl Oss, Kerr, James Gir-

George Crozier, W. L. Lyle, Jess Woods,
Pete Baron, George Cooke, Will Dixon,
and diver George Freeth, might have
scored points for Uncle Sam.
190S—LONDON, ENGLAND

No aquatic athletes of Hawaii com-
peted in these Olympics; but Hawaii was
awakening. The Outrigger Canoe Club
was created on May 1, 1908, and many
of its members had much to do with stir-
ring up Olympic interest. Swim-relay
races in the harbor between the Myrtles
and the Healanis produced name-swim-
mers. After the Healani Team had won
a relay race from the Myrtle team, a
second was held across the Naval SlipA
the Harbor on July 10, 1909. The wk_
ning Myrtle Team was: Thompson, Paty,

Padekin, Davis, Willie Roth and Dad
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Center. The defeated Healani swim-
mers were: Carl Oss, Lawrence Cunha,
William H. D. K|n% obert K. Fuller,
Joe Kamakau and Duyke Papa Kahana-
moku, not yet 19 (Picture In Forecast,
September, “1952, p. 12). Dad Center
started the frnaI leg with quite a lead
over Duke but barely won from the swift-
swimming DPK. "This is the first time
that it really dawned on me that I could
swrm really’fast,” Duke told me not Iong
“Dad just beat me by a ‘touch’
|t Was then that they started talking
about me being a real swimmer.” Morg
than once Dad” Center has told me that
“we found Duke in this relay race. Duke
won from me by a ‘touch’ and we knew
then that we had a champion swimmer.’
Forecast, October, 1950, p. 3).
JRORE SIGNS POINT TO A TEAM FOR 1912
The first realistic move toward r]rettrng
Hawaiian swimmers in the OlympiC
Games was organizin under eadershrp
of Outrigger Canoe Tlub members, the
“Hawanan Association of the AAU'”
the late S rrndof 1911 (Forecast, Aug ust
1952). Shortly after thrs the Hur
was formally organized by de
Miller (Presrdent and Ca tarn andWrI
liam H. D. King (Secre ary reasurer
The Hur Naly |mmed|ate joined the
AAU making its members elrgrble for a
roposed first AAU Swimming Meet,
he Hui Nalu, at a meeting on” August
4, 1911, elected “Dude” Miller, Bill King,
d R. W. Foster as delegates to the

A
'VAdmission-Day, August 12, 1911 was
Jte date of the first AAU Swimming
Meet |n HonquIu Harbor at the Alakea
|8 . Tuttle (Secretary of the
0CC) was President of the AAU at thrs
time (Forecast Ay ust (P
gust 3 The O pIanne {0 enter
ontestants jn thrs First AAU Meet but
discovered that their swimming- members
had entered under other colors. Quite
cha rined were OCC members E. F. Me-
Ehy Watson BaIIent ne, H. Chap-
man and  others. ue Kahanamoku
(Hui NaIu[) wgn the 50, 100, and 220
ard events.  Vincent  Genoves (Hu
aly) was victorious in the 440, 880
yard, and mile races. Lawrence Cunha

(Healani) finished second in two events
(Continued on Page 16)



OLYMPIC GAMES

(Continued from Page 5)

and second_to Duke in the final lap of

the relay. Dad Center (Myrtle) Was SeC-
reet Hea-

ond_in"the 220. eore
lani) won the fancy drvrn (202 porntsg?
from Robert K. Fuller ealanl) 198
oints. Fuller also won the Plunge-for-
istance. “Duke Kahanamokl was
known to be a fast sprmter reported
the Advertiser; “but not many people
thought that the youth was a world-
beater,” World-records were claimed for
Duke in the 50 and 100 vard times but
they were not allowed. “The course was
surveyed” on August 14, 1911 and alon(%
the wharf, commented the Advertiser, |
was "found to be one and one- sixteenth
inches short.” And so, Duke Kahanamo-
ku’s name was in world headlines.

The first swrmmm% -team of Hawaii to
invade the Mainland was the two-man
Huj Nalu team of Duke Kahanamoku
and Vince Genoves. Funds were raised
to send them. They departed from Ho-
nolulu early in 1912, accompanied by
Lew Hendérson and “Dude” Miller.
Duke and Vince swam at several places
Genoves did not make out so well and
he, Henderson and Miller returned, leay-
Ing Duke under the very efficient coach-
Ing of my old friend "George Kistler
swimming’ Coach_of the University of
Pennsylvania at Philadelphia (Forecast,
August, 1950, p. 6).

19 TOCKHOLM,

bzul?e Was. se ectea a member of the
American Olympic Swimming Team by
the Committee which omrtte the name
of Charles M. Daniels, Olympic winner
of 1904 and 1908, At Stockholm, Duke
Kahanamoku broke the world’s record
for the 100-meter freestyle setting it at
3 Duke swam as a member ‘of the
econd Bace 800 meter rela¥_I team On
IS return to onouu wall
sented Duke with a house an ot In
kiki (Forecast, August, 1950

191«—SCHEDULED FOR BERLIN, GERMANY

lation é) 1916 O

reat |sapg0|ntmen
|v rs OGlelorWea” such as; Duuneha
KeIn Frank “Stubbyg Kruger, Harold

Ymgrcs This was a
swrmmers and

e T‘-Dr%eWorId War caused a cancel-

Kahana-

Kruger, John Kealoha (Jr.), Clarence
Lang, Lukela KauRr 0, ‘Richard Hol-
stein, George "'T i Keaweamahr
divers Robert K, uIIer St. Clair Tal
Lorrin_Potter Thurston, Karl Kres
plunge-for-distance_C. Dugley Pratt: and
women-swimmers Josephine” HopKins,
Lucille M. Legros, Helen M. A. Rosa and
Bernica Lane.
1960 WERP, BELG

enter, as Manager and Coach,
had apowerfu1 rou ofswrmmers at the

Qlympic tryouts mong them were:
Duke Kahanamoku Warren and Pua
Kealo ha Will |am W. "Wild Bill” Harris
(Jr. udy anger John Kelii, Harold
H. “Stubby” ruger H. Fred Kahele
(U.S. Navy), J. K”Gilman (U.S. Navy)
and HeIen Moses (chaperoned bY fier,
mother). Before leaving Honolulu id
June, 1920, the Outrlg er Canoe Club

presented Dad Center” (who was Presi-
dent of the AAU) with agold watch. An
AP dispatch of July 16, 1920 (published

in the Advertiser) "reported that among
other Americans, Duke Kahanamoku,
Pua and Warren Kealoha, Bill_Harris,
Ludy Lanqelr “Stubby” Kru er, Fred Ka-
hele, and Helen Moses had been chosen
to represent the United States at Ant-
werp. George (Dad) Center “became
head-man_of the OIKmprc Team,” wrote
Red McQueen of the Advertiser (Fore
cast, October 1950, August, 1950
th Sg PThe AmNerrtcaLr Te%mksmll(ed
on the rincess Matoika, Duke Ka-
hanamoku finis é first and established
a new worlg rec?]rd in the 100- meter fre><
style;Pua Kealoha was second and
Harris thrrg Warren Kealoha won the
100-meter backstroke. Duke and Pua
Kealoha were members of the winning
Amerrcan 80(? meter rea am Fred Ka-
hele finished fourth i the 400-meter
freestyle and. fourth |n the 1,500-meter
freestyle. This 1920 Hawaiian Team was
the best we ever sent to the Olympics.
The Honolulu Chamber of Commerce
decorated each mem gr of the returning
team with )a gold medal (Hawaiian An-

nual, 1921
lgﬁwARﬁPEﬁ%CuE" Conklin Was Man
ager of the Hawaiian Swim Team

the Maiang. The %'hmPé%n”h"r‘h% i
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Committee selected Duke Paoa Kahana
moku, Samuel Alapai Kahanamoku, P

and Warren Kealoha, Bill Krrschbaum
Charlje P””P

chen Wehse
ican Team. Mr. Conkling, Mrs. E. Fu

hanamoku Garte d Stubb
Kruger accompanred the team to Paris,

Whrc sar ed on the SS America (Star-Bul-

letin, uvg3 1924; Adver tiser, July 20,
1924 arren Kealoha won' the” 100-
meter backstroke in 1:13.2. Mariechen
was a member of the victorious 400-meter
]relay team and second in the 100-meter
reest
ny Weissmuller
style) who set a new world record of 59

seconds, Finishing third was Samuel AIa-

pal Kahanamoku, William Kirschbaum
was third in the 200-meter breast-stroke,
The 1924 Olk/mplcs saw_the second-best
team sent out by Hawali being excelled
only by 1920.
1928—AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND

Dad Center was mana([;er and
the Hawalian contingent to the
tryouts on the Mainland. -
moku (38 years) did not trx for the team
—he was i movies. Mariechen Wehselay
and Lily Bowmer May and others failed
to make the Big Team. The American
Team sailed onthe SS President Roose-
velt. Clarence "Buster” Crabbe finished
third in both the 400-meter and 1500-
meter freestyle. That’s all!

1932—.0S ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

] Buster Crabbe, Duke Kahanamoku (42
years), Manuella and Maiolo Kalili,
Johnny Wood, and others of Hawan
tried for the American Olympic Team.
Duke fmrshed th|rd in his 100-meter free-
stYIe heat and fajled t% make the team.
Clarence “Buster” Crabbe was victor In
the only swimming-race won by America,
taking ‘the gold-medal in the 400-mgter
freestyle in 4:48.4. Buster also was fifth
In the 1,500-meter freestyle. Manuella
Kalili” finished fourth n"the  100-meter
freestyle. As Duke-the-Magnificent came
to the end of a.brjlliant aquatic trail we
think that even a lite-size statue of pure-
gold erected on the Beach at Waikiki
would not completely express the appre-
ciation of Hawail for the Bronze Duke-

Henry Luning and Marie-
au as members of the Amer-

Iard Leo, Gai() Harris, Davrd Pnkor Ka:
ick

le. Duke finished second to John-
(in the 100-meter free-

of-Waikiki and his achievements in al-
most every sport.
1936—BERLIN, GERMANY AND HITLER—
HAWAII ABSENT

Adolf Hitler opened the OIa/mprc Win-
ter Games in a terrific bli |zzar No aqua-
tic athlete of Hawaii made the O ymprc
Team. Richard Cooke (Jr.), o
UnrversrtY lost his chance to represent
Hawaii at Berlin when the Olympic offi-
cials, not havmg time to hold Tfinal trials
in the 800-mefer freestyle, announced
that Cooke and fwo other swimmers
vlvsoulgglg)e left behind (Advertiser, July

1940—TOKYO, JAPAN; THEN
HELSINKI, FINLAND-CANCELLED

The 1940 Olympjc Games were can-
celled by the Second World War, Pearl
Harbor came on Black-Sunday, Decem-
ber 7, 1941. Deeply drsaﬁporn ed b the
cancellatlon were: ‘Kiyosni_ (Keo)
ma, Takashi Hirose, Jose Balmores, Car-
los Rivas, Takashi Nakama, Ben Castor,
James Tanaka, Barney Pung, Pete Pow-
lison, Fred Brandt, B. Neunng Art Ru-
therford (Diver), and Oga lark

iko Katsutani, Lulu Kea Take ama

idge Garnsey, Yvonne Hussey, Mar
Ann® Hawkins, Mitsuko Higuchi an
Coach Soichi Sakamoto.

1944—CANCELLED

The Second Warld War was ragrng
Many swimmers and |vers |ncu ing
Bill Smith and Kiyashi eob akama,
were disap ornted in their Olympic
hopes for Hawall.

194B—L_ONDON, ENGLAND

Coaches Soichi Sakamoto and Yoshrto
Sagawa took their charges to the Ol I_}/mpre
tryouts. Jose Balmores, Halo Hirose
Bunny Nakama Charles Oda, Pete Pow-
lison,” Robert kuma%ar Robert Kan
Herman Kobayashi odfre Kang an
Evelyn Kawamoto failed to make the
Amerrcan O% grc Team of which Bob

Kiputh was head coach, Bill Smith and
Thelma Kalama upheld the honor of
Hawai at London Bill Smith acquired
a gold-medal b wrnnrng the 400-meter
freest Ie in 4:41 a new Irym pic record,

1l was a member the winning

Amerrcan 800-meter relay team that cre
ated a new world record of 8:46. Thelma
Kalama shared in the victory of the
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victory of the American 400-meter relay
team “that established a new Olympic
record of 4:29.2. Coach Soichi Sakamoto
was present at these London Olympics as
a spectator.

1952—HELSINKI, FINLAND

Ford Konno won the 1,500-meter and
set a new Olﬁmprc record of 18:30. Yo-
shinobu Oyakawa togk first-place In the
100-meter backstroke in 1:5.4. Bill Wool-
sey and Ford Konno were members of the
victorious USA team in the 800-meter
relay which set a new Olympic record of
8:31.1. Ford Konno finished second In the
400-meter freestyle. Evelyn Kawamoto
was third in the 200-meter freestyle and a
membper of the 400-meter relay team that
finished third. Dick Cleveland was shut-
out in the semi-finals of the 100-meter
freestyle. Coach Yoshito Sagawa returned
to Hawaii after the Mainland  trials.
Coach_Soichi Sakamoto accompanied_the
Hawaiian swimmers to Helsinkj. The
work of both these splendid coaches was
of great help to Hawaii and to Head-
Codch Matt Mann. This 1952 Olymprc
contingent from Hawaii was the ‘third-
best that Hawaii has sent to the OI{ pr
being excelled only by 1920 and 192
that order.

1956—MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

Let ys all hoBe that a Third World
War will not cause a cancellation of the
1956 Olympic Games at Melbourne. We
certainly woul

lan yachtsmen, ‘motor-boatmen, surf

boarders, outriggerites, but esp ecra?/
divers, pr aring to compete at Me
ourne. We neéd a dive-coach and

|ft¥ meter swim-pool In the OCC or
Hotel Grounds. An approprrate slpgan
of the OCC could be—"A" Diver from
Hawan for Melbourne in 19561” In 1912
Denmark won the * fouroare tr|1q|gers
race so why not an Olympic O |gger
canoe race at Melbourne in 1956 with
entries from Hawail, Calrfornra h'“f
grn s. Australia and Mid-Pacific. g/
ave Canadian-canoe and kayak r‘
k}gnno canoe) races on the OIymprc ro-
J Now is not the time for Hawaii to
forget but rather to start preparrng for

the Olympic_Games at Melbourne, ‘Aus-
tralia I¥t Pg

enjoy reading ot Hawal-

More Surf 'n Sand

Jimmy Mann had a b|rthda last
month. ~ While avrnlg his Pl lomi
lomi on the beachb |ng he fel asIee
and was awa ene rY beach
headed b pas Lyons singing “Happy
birthday to )( he awakening gave
him_such a start that Earl had to dothe
lomi all over again.

111
The group from the San Francisco
Stock Exchange were given thrrIIrng

canoe rides thrl the courtesy of Gay Ha
rs. They think Hawaiian mvestments
fine—but canoe riding better.

111

Our good. member, citizen and friend
K. C. Lesbrick just returned from a trip,
to Washington” where_he delivered the
annual report of the Trust Territory to
the United Natjons, “K.C.” also fook
time out to visit his children n New
York. He also gained a few Ibs. but still
looks fit. Welcome home, Karl,

111

Bob Crockett and Mrs. C. have arrived
home after an extended trip to South
America and the mainland. You ma
remember Bobs |etter WhICh appeare
In an early number of the Forecast
told us of the Waikiki Club at Lima and
Bthﬁr mterestrng stories. Aloha to you

Alaska, Japan, Korea—a d then a dIE
at Waikiki—General Lem Shepherd too
time out Oct. 2nd.

111
Sir Frank Beaurepaire visited his old
Friend "Dad™ Center for three days In
September on his way pack down under
to Melbourne Australra He Was head
timer at th e 0l mpics in Frn and and
rrn th eOg r¥|cs to Aystralia in_1956,
Fran IS ap ld"friend of the OCC and
mighty welcome,
i
Jack Sturrock, a great yachtsman who
captarned the Aussr In_the Dragon class
of ac hts in th egames for Australra aIso

o grl §ran tfeGIHO re I'[]ee

E)ortsman an
nts the best from the land of the kan

garoo.
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