
Big W hite  Fleet 
Visits W a ik ik i - 19 0 8

(C o n tin u ed  from  Ja n u a ry  Issue)

W e slept a few solid hours, u n til abou t 
five o’clock, on the same Saturday m orn­
ing of Ju ly  18th, w hen a very sleepy 
Leatherneck L ieu tenan t was w atching 
his Gyrenes coal-ship. L uncheon on the 
W isconsin, after w hich several of us from  
the Steerage (Jun io r Officers) Mess rode 
o u t to W aikiki where we m ade the open- 
house O utrigger Canoe C lub o u r head­
quarters. A t this C lub  we saw some of 
its young m em bers — m aybe a dozen of 
them —w orking under the C lub lanai of 
the grass houses—cu tting  planks in to  surf­
boards. Sam W ight was p u ttin g  the fin­
ishing touches on a fourteen-foot surf­
board  built-for-two. O thers also were at 
w ork on their boards. I t  was predicted 
th a t there would be at least a q u arte t of 
long double-surfboards ready for a Spe­
cial Class in  the com ing Surfboard C ar­
nival.

Early th a t evening of the 18th we took 
a quick look at the H aw aiian luau  on the 
Schm idt premises on B eretania Street 
and  re tu rned  to the  ship for d inner. In  
evening uniform  again, w ith about two 
hundred  ju n io r officers, I a ttended  an 
elaborate dance party  a t the beautifu l 
hom e of Mr. and  Mrs. F. M. Swanzy. 
N ext m orning I read  in  the newspaper 
th a t an im prom ptu  Press C lub of H ono­
lu lu  had  been hosts at the Commercial 
C lub to visiting newsmen.
H A W A IIA N  H O O K U P U

T h a t trad itional H aw aiian ceremony— 
the hookupu—came to us on Sunday, Ju ly  
19. A large decorated barge, heaped w ith 
fresh fruits — bananas, mangoes, p ine­
apples, alligator-pears, p a p a i a s  a n d  
others—and sugarcane and coconuts, vis­
ited the ships and  d istribu ted  its aloha- 
cargo. T h e  H ooku p u  Com m ittee was 
form ed of W alter F. D illingham  (chair­
m an) , G. J. W aller, George Rodiek, 
Fred M acfarlane and  H. P. R oth.

However, enjoym ent of this ceremony 
was cut short to keep an  engagem ent w ith 
my skipper (C aptain Frank E. B eatty ),

Edwin N orth  McClellan, who has written  
this article, has a background of unusual 
experience. He circled the globe w ith  the big 
w hite fleet in 1908 and visited Hawaii many 
times and is now  a resident. Retired Lt. 
Colonel of the Marine Corps, and historian, 
editor, uniter and traveller, he is presently 
Dean of radio commentators in  Hawaii.

C om m ander H . C. M ustin, and  our civil­
ian hosts, to visit by autom obile the sce­
nic N u u an u  Pali. T h e  ride  up  the valley 
and  the view of W indw ard O ahu was 
m agnificently impressive. I had luncheon 
somewhere and then, w ith some friends, 
w ent ou t to W aikiki Beach to enjoy the 
spectacular program  of outrigger-canoe 
and  surfboard  races.

T h e  Com m ittee in  Charge of these 
W aikiki W ater Sports were Sam. A. 
W alker, O. L. Sorenson, Geo. H . W alker 
and  A. H. Ford—w ith m any sub-commit­
tees. O f course, the O utrigger Canoe 
C lub was the heart of the whole affair. 
T h e  exclusive m otto of the C lub seemed 
-Sea-Sports. Special seats were provided, 
for the Fleet visitors, in  the O utrigger 
Canoe C lub canoesheds after the ou trig ­
gers had  been launched.

O n the beach were about fifty canoes. 
Crowds jam m ed the beach from Prince 
K uhio’s residence ewa-ward to Brow n’s 
Place (approxim ately present Gray’s 
B each ). H enri Berger’s H aw aiian Band 
filled the W aikiki a ir w ith m elodious 
music from  the M oana Bandstand while 
K aai’s orchestra held forth  on the Sea­
side H otel grounds. T h e  judges were 
stationed on the end of the M oana pier.

Native H aw aiians were ou t in force to 
encourage the ir representatives in  the 
contests. M any of them  — men, women 
and  children—on inv itation  of the Out-
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rigger Canoe Club, were camped about 
the grass houses on the Club grounds. 
T here were races of all kinds, including 
both paddle and sail outrigger canoes, 
and surfboards.

T he first canoe race was the four- 
paddle boys’ contest. A rthur Gilman 
was down with the mumps so H arold 
Hustace took his place In W alter F. Dil­
lingham ’s Malolo. But, it was “M ajor,” 
a little Hawaiian w ith a crew of full- 
blood Hawaiians, who finished first in 
the Lei llim a, followed by the Malolo of 
the O utrigger Canoe Club. O ther entries 
were the Liloa, Hoopla  and Kameha- 
meha IV.

BLUE RIBBON EVENT

Next came the race-of-the-day — to 
Brown’s and back — in which about a 
dozen six-paddle canoes competed. T he 
Outrigger Canoe C lub’s Keomoku  (Gil­
man) held the lead until fouled. T he 
winner was Prince Kuhio’s (Cupid’s) 
“A ,” entered by the Kamehameha Aqua­
tic Club of Hawaiians. In  second place 
was the Alabama with the Keomoku  in 
th ird  place. T he victory of the white- 
rim m ed A brought loud shouts of rejoic­
ing from "hundreds' of Hawaiian men 
and women encamped about the grass 
houses on the O utrigger Canoe Club 
Grounds,” reported the Advertiser.

T he third race created unusual inter­
est among the Fleet visitors. A dozen 
sturdily handsome Hawaiian women 
m anned three dainty little canoes—Red, 
W hite and Blue. T he little cockleshell 
canoes bobbed over the waves and bat­
tled the surf to get out to the starting 
point. T he gun sounded from the end of 
Moana pier. T he girls paddled furiously. 
T h e  Blue took the lead and held it; the 
W hite almost swamped; while an enthu­
siastic bather seized the outrigger of the 
Red canoe and almost capsized it. There 
were other feminine races.

After this exciting wahine race, the 
O utrigger Canoe Club paddlers, in W al­
ter F. D illingham’s Malolo, won the four- 
paddle race from Dr. W all’s Halekulani 
and the Kamehameha Aquatic C lub’s 
Keawamalie. T he winning crew was 
A therton Gilman, Lane Webster, Kenny 
Brown and Zen Genoves.

T here were several other closely-con­
tested paddle-canoe races, including one 
or two between battleship crews; bu t it 
was the Big Canoe Competition that at­
tracted most interest. T he winner was 
Dr. W all’s polished koa canoe H aleku­
lani, with Prince Kuhio’s "A ” second, 
and Brown’s long black Alabama third.

SAIL RACES TOO

T he old-style koa-wood canoe sailing- 
race from W aikiki Beach to Castle’s 
Point and back, was won by Harry H ar­
ris’ Lanakila  from a field of twelve in­
cluding Hoopla, Liloa, “A ,” Keaivama- 
lie, Hanakeoki, Halekulani, Kamehame­
ha IV , Leipikaki and Lei I  lima. T he 
Modern Hawaiian Canoe Sailing contest 
was won by the Kiokalina, followed by 
the Kamehameha.

Surfboard battles were highlights of 
the afternoon. At a signal from the 
judges on the end of the Moana pier, 
about twenty haole and Hawaiian surfers 
launched their surfboards in the break­
ers. A long paddle out to the great blue 
billows saw surfers hurled backward over 
the waves with boards spinning high in 
the air. T he survivors poised and at the 
gun started toward the goal. Lucky ones 
caught the wave and came rushing in, 
now lost in foam, now leaping to their 
feet, with two red-costumed lads of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club always in front. 
They were Sam W ight and Kenneth 
W inters (first Captain of the C lu b ), and 
they rode the longest and thickest boards 
known at that time to Waikiki. Harold 
Hustace, the Champion Surfer of the 
preceding year, did well on his short 
surfboard; but the great big boards of 
W inters and W ight kept the waves long 
after the shorter boards lost them. H ar­
old Hustace called them canoes; but it 
was obvious that the fashion in surf­
boards at Waikiki had turned from short 
boards to something long, thick and nar­
row. T he "long type of surfboard” had 
“come to stay.” Among the entries in the 
surfboard contests were Kenneth W inter, 
Sam Wight, Curtis Hustace, Harold Hus­
tace, Arthur Gilman, A therton Gilman, 
A rthur Myhre, Lane Webster, Harry 
Steiner, David Center, T . J. Carter, Ted 
Carter, William Dole, Manoha, Major 
Keaweamahi, Herman Mahl, Duke Paoa
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K a h a n a m o k u ,  J. Ba r r acks ,  C o l u m b u s  
S imms ,  Gco lf r cy  P o d m o r e  a n d  J i m m y  Ke- 
o l ami i .

T l u '  Boys’ S u r l b o a r d i n g  r ace  was w on  
by L a n e  W e b s t e r  w i th  H a r r y  S t e i ne r  a 
d o s e  second.  All  t h e  O u t r i g g e r  C a n o e  
C l u b  w i n n i n g  m e m b e r s  d ec id e d  to  take  
cu ps  r a t h e r  t h a n  cash pr i /es .

Ol l i c i a l s  l o r  thi s  s p l e n d id  W a i k i k i  
A q u a t i c  Spo r t s  p r o g r a m  were:  Judges :  
A. A. W i l d e r ,  S. M.  K a n a k a n u i  a n d  R o b ­
e r t  A tk in s o n ;  Cle) ks-of -Coursr:  A. S. 
R o b e r t s o n  a n d  Eli  C r a w fo rd ;  Slnr lers:  
f r o m  M o a n a  p ie r ,  A. I.. C. A tk in s o n ;  
f r o m Mag  op p o s i t e  B r o w n ’s res idence,  
I l a r r v  Rvc ro l t ;  T i m e k e e p e r s :  f r a n k  K r u ­
ger ,  Me r l e  M.  Jo hns on ,  a n d  R i c h a r d  E. 
W r i g h t ;  J u d g e s - o j - S n r f  r i d i n g :  A.  A. 
W i l d e r ,  S. M.  K a n a k a n u i  a n d  R o b e r t  A t ­
k in son .

C LU B  S P O R T S  C EN TER

I c a n n o t  say t oo  o f t e n  t h a t  t he  O u t r i g ­
ge r  C a n o e  C l u b  was t he  ac t i ve  ce n t e r  ol  
these spor t s  a n d  l oo  m u c h  c r ed i t  c a n n o t  
be  g iven  to  C l u b  m e m b e r s  i n c l u d in g  E. 
A. Mo t i -Smi th ,  A. L.  C. A tk in s o n ,  W a l ­
ter  E. D i l l i n g h a m ,  | . E. M o r g an ,  R.  H.  
T r e n t ,  II .  P. W o o d ,  C h a r l e s  R.  Era/. ier,  
I l e n r v  P. O ’Su l l i van ,  I.. II .  H e rb e r t ,  A.
I I .  Eord ,  t h e  I l us tacc s ,  K e n n e t h  W i n t e r  
(first C a p t a i n )  , J .  P. Cooke ,  | .  R .  G a l t  

a n d  H a r r y  M ac l a r l an e .
W e  st ayed lor  a wh i l e  a t  W a i k i k i  a l t e r  

t he  w a t e r  spor t s  h a d  e n d e d  a n d  I recal l  
s w im m i n g  o u t  some  d i s t ance  t h a t  a f t e r ­
n o o n - s e e m e d  as if I was ab rea s t  of  D i a ­
m o n d  H e a d  b u t  of  cour se  I w a s n ’t. A t  
any  ra l e  some pe o p l e  in a c anoe  w a rn e d  
m e  ol sharks  a n d  I b rok e  my o w n  r eco rd  
in ge l l i n g  back  lo t he  coral  beach.  Af te r  
s t o p p i n g  for  a shor t  visit  on  C a p t a i n  
W i l l i am  G a r l a n d  Eay, C o m m a n d i n g  t he  
Ma r i ne s  a t  t he i r  G a m p  Very,  I r e t u r n e d  
lo ihc Wiscons in.

( I n  lie C oncluded)

KN O W  YOUR COMMITTEEMEN
Erne s t  H a y d e n  T h o m a s ,  k n o w n  as 

“T o m m y ” was b o r n  in P l e a s an t  H i l l ,  
Mi s sou r i ,  on  S e p t e m b e r  16, 1916. H e  
w e n t  d i r ec t l y  i n t o  t he  A r m y  f r om  school ,  
s e rv ing  live a n d  a ha l f  years ,  a r r i v in g  
w h i l e  on  d u l y  in H a w a i i  in Ju n e  19-12. 
H e  b ec am e  a m e m b e r  o l  t he  C l u b  in  
J u n e  19-13 a n d  is n o w  a r e g u l a r  m e m b e r .  
H e  im m e d i a t e l y  e n t e r e d  i n to  C l u b  ac­
t ivi t ies  a n d  ha s  s erved  o n  t he  C a n o e  
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  is no w  C h a i r m a n  of  t he  
Vo l l eybal l  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  wor k  he  has  
d o n e  is o u t s t a n d i n g  a n d  shows i n  the  
act i vi t ies  o f  t h a t  g ro u p .

T o m m y  is a col l ege  g r a d u a t e ,  e n t e r e d  
t he  service as a M as t e r  S e rg ean t  c l i m b i n g  
r a p i d ly  a n d  was  r e l ea sed  f ro m act ive 
d u l y  as a L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l .  H e  also 
h a d  six years p r i o r  to t he  w a r  in t he  
N a t i o n a l  G u a r d .

T o m m y  is p re sen t l y  w i t h  t he  Pacific 
C h em ic a l  a n d  Fer t i l i ze r  Co.  as a C h e m ­
ical En g inee r .  H e  is i n t e r e s t ed  in m a n y

C om plete P est C on trol Service  
B 4 6  S o u t h  B e r e t a n i a  S t r e e t  
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