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The Outrigger Canoe Club was not one year old on New Year’s Day of 1909 but 
already it was a feature of the Beach at Waikiki. The New Year was commemorated 
quietly at the Beach as the Moana and Seaside Hotels and the OCC held open house.

Old Hawaiian Grass Houses and Lanais served as Club-House and Bathhouse. 
There were surfboards and outrigger canoes on the Lagoon and Manoa Stream and 
on the beach. Picnics and other family gatherings occurred on the grounds where 
facilities for preparing meals were 
available.
) lO  ULUNIU W OM EN'S SW IM M ING CLUB

There was no Uluniu Women’s Swim
ming Club at the Beach but Mrs. F. M. 
Swanzy was Vice-President of the Out
rigger Canoe Club and headed its Wom
en’s Auxiliary.

“The Outrigger Club is out with a 
statement to the effect that the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary Membership Cards are ready 
and that the Ladies’ Quarters on the Club 
Grounds are in the course of construc
tion,” reported the Advertiser of Febru
ary 15, 1909.

On March 7, 1909, an Hawaiian luau 
was staged for tourists at the Seaside 
Hotel with Mrs. C. N. Arnold in charge. 
It was a gala affair.
OCC ASKS FOR SUPPOBT

The Club’s President, A. H. Ford, had 
sailed for Vancouver, Canada, aboard the 
jtakura  on December 8, 1908. No one 
Knew when he would return or even 
that he would come back to Hawaii. He 
was absent over a year. Allan Herbert 
took over as Acting President.

At its meeting on January 21, 1909, 
the Promotion Committee of Hawaii was 
requested to furnish some financial as
sistance to the Outrigger Club, stated the 
Advertiser. “The Club is a valuable pro
motion asset . . . The Club has been the 
recipient of several grass houses, and 
canoes and the wherewithal has been 
donated to erect the necessary buildings 
. . .  At present the further operations of 
the Club stand in danger of being hin
dered through want of funds.”

“There has not been much doing at

the Club of late,” wrote the Advertiser 
on February 15, 1909. “The Outrigger 
Club is too good an institution to be 
allowed to die of innocent innocuous 
desuetude.” There was no notice in the 
press that the OCC had participated in 
the Fourth Floral Parade on February 
22, 1909.

"As Guy Rothwell has resigned as Col
lector of Dues,” announced the Adver
tiser, March 11, 1909, George Osborne re
quests that dues be sent him. He regrets 
that members and businessmen “take so 
little interest in the Club . . . which en
courages canoeing, surfriding, swimming 
and all other aquatic sports.” Member 
Osborne explained that “E. D. Tenney, 
John and James McCandless and Dr. 
W. R. Brinckerhoff have given us dona
tions . . . Mrs. Swanzy has promised to 
get members and secure funds enough to 
pay for the Women's Bathhouse. A Ball 
and Supper also is to be given in the 
near future.”
VISITORS TO  W A IK IK I BEACH

Jack Johnson and his wife enjoyed 
Waikiki Beach in March, 1909. They 
drove "around in Bob Levi’s carryall, 
saw the sights and did some shopping,” 
wrote the Advertiser reporter on March 
26, 1909. The World Champion Pugilist 
had arrived on the Makura March 1, 
1909. He smiled a golden smile on Hono
lulu but did not have time to give a 
boxing exhibition before he sailed for 
California on the second.

Former Vice - President a n d  Mrs. 
Charles Warren Fairbanks, with their 
daughter, Mrs. J. W. Timmons, arrived

[ 17]



at Honolulu aboard the Chiyo Maru on 
April 22, 1909, enroute to the Orient, 
explained the Star-Bulletin. They re
laxed several hours on the Coral Crescent 
of Waikiki.

John Burroughs, eminent American 
naturalist, visited Waikiki in June of 
1909, after arriving at Honolulu on the 
Manchuria. Brigadier General John J. 
Pershing also was seen on the Beach at 
Waikiki this year.

The Siberia docked at Honolulu Au
gust 30, 1909, with a party of Congress
men and others aboard. Accompanying 
the party was George B. McClellan, pri
vate secretary to Delegate Prince Cupid. 
The Siberia was met off port by the tug 
Intrepid carrying a Committee of Wel
come formed of Governor Walter Fran
cis Frear, Frank Thompson, Delegate Jo
nah Kuhio (Prince Cupid), Walter F. 
Dillingham and Sanford Ballard Dole. 
Pictures of these Congressmen in out
riggers and on Moana Pier in bathing 
suits appeared in the Advertiser.

Lieut. Col. His Royal Highness Kuhi- 
no-Miya (Prince Kuniyoshi, known as 
Prince Kuni) arrived at Honolulu on 
the Tenyo Maru, October 18, 1909. He 
was returning to Japan incognito. He 
was the third son of Prince Tomoshiko 
and nephew of the Emperor of Japan. 
He enjoyed the Coral Strand at Waikiki. 

KAM AAINAS AND MALIHINIS EN JO Y W A IK IKI 

“Interest in the Outrigger Canoe Club 
should be kept up by Honolulu people,” 
said George Osborne of the OCC on May 
26, 1909. “You have no idea what inter
est is taken in that group of grass houses 
erected by the Club between the Moana 
and Seaside Hotels.”

“The art of surfriding on a board is 
learned and obtained only after much 
hardships,” explained Jack Densham in 
the Advertiser, June 1, 1909. "The first 
step toward learning to ride the surf on 
a board is to join the Outrigger Club.” 

“One of the largest crowds ever seen 
at Waikiki gamboled on the surf on 
Sunday, June 6, 1909,” reported the Ad
vertiser. “There was much surfriding and 
canoeing and the small-surf was crowded 
with malihini surfboarders.”

“The surf was alive with board-riders 
and every expert paddler was busy taking 
out riders,” during the celebration of 
American Independence on July 5, 1909,

commented the Advertiser. The same 
newspaper added that “buttinskis take 
boards; members of Outrigger Club are 
annoyed by Board Borrowers.”

OUTRIGGER CLUB DOIN G W ELL
“Outrigger Club is doing well,” were 

headlines in the Advertiser of July 13, 
1909. There was a meeting on July 12, 
1909 and many new members were pres
ent. "Temporary officers were elected 
until the next meeting and there is now 
a live bunch in charge,” reported the Ad
vertiser. “The Club has been well looked 
after. The new Wahine Division has 
been a magnificent success . . . charming 
girls . . . have learned to hoe out into the 
Big Surf, where they stand on their 
boards like the most adept male kama- 
ainas." The "ladies dressing rooms are 
finely fitted up and the Caretaker has a- 
big kettle whence he pours boiling watef 
to make tea for the ladies after they come 
in from the water . . . Many of the local 
military officers, especially from U. S. 
Marine Corps Camp Very, are keen surf
ers and some of the best riders wear a 
uniform when they come out from the 
dressi ng-rooms. ’ ’

R. K. Bonine promised that there 
would be a grand program for the Out
rigger Show at “The Bonine Theatre” 
on October 22, 1909. He has selected his 
best films and the “Surfing Pictures are 
something that will surprise everybody 
and keep people guessing as to how he 
managed to take them.” The funds 
raised went towards building a new and 
decently large bathhouse for the Out
rigger Canoe Club.

W. H. Biddell, the Australian \ile/' 
saving expert, gave a demonstration ok. 
his art on December 8, 1909, under the 
auspices of the Outrigger Canoe Club 
at Waikiki Beach. He sailed for Austra
lia aboard the Makura three days later. 

THE CLARK CUPS AND A . H. FORD
On December 24, 1909, the Cups, to 

be contested for in a Regatta at Waikiki 
auspiced by the OCC when the Clark 
Tourists arrived, were exhibited in the 
window of a local store. “I know abso
lutely nothing about the Cups,” declared 
Kenneth Brown, the OCC Captain, re
ported the Advertiser. “The OCC has 
never been notified in any way what' 
they are for, when they are to be raced 
for or what the conditions of the gift
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are.” It seems that A. H. Ford, still ab
sent from Hawaii for over a year, had 
made the arrangements. “Nobody seems 
to know where Mr. Ford is, or when he 
will be here,” continued Brown. "I would 
suggest that, if Mr. Ford started this 
thing, as he evidently did, he at least 
communicate with me or some official 
of the Club and give definite informa
tion.” Read the Forecast of September, 
1950, for a description of the competi
tions for the cups presented by Frank G. 
Clark.

There was a Malihini Christmas Tree 
at Bishop’s Park in Honolulu on Decem
ber 25, 1909. Christmas Eve and Day were 
commemorated by the Outrigger Canoe 
Club at the Coral Crescent of Waikiki.

)NTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE
During the 1953 calendar year your 

Entertainment Committee with the as
sistance of the Club Manager arranged 
the following events for the membership: 

Founder’s Day Dinner Dance 
Kamehameha Day Dinner Dance 
Walter Macfarlane (Canoe Races) 

Dinner Dance 
Teen Age Dinner Dance 
Pre-Aloha Week Dinner Dance 
Keikis’ Christmas Party 
Christmas Day Open House 
New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance

All of the activities were patronized to 
the limits of the Club’s facilities with the 
exception of the Teen Age party which 
was scheduled as an aloha for our 
xounger set returning to school. A nomi
nal fee of one dollar per couple for danc
ing failed to attract the juniors even with 
wide publicity and numerous personal 
contacts by members of the Entertain
ment Committee. Reportedly, the ma
jority attended a private party on the 
same evening.

Three other events were cancelled due 
to construction work that was in progress 
on the Club premises.

The above report is respectfully sub
mitted by the following listed members 
of the Committee: Mrs. Sargent Kahana
moku, Miss Patricia Parker, O. B. Pat
terson, Victor Kahn, E. H. Thomas, 
Johnny Gomes.

W i l l i a m  C . C a p p , Chairman

CLUB CAPTAIN'S REPORT
My athletic viewpoint is, "Do your 

best with the personnel available and 
winning or losing becomes secondary.” 

I have the following comments to offer 
on the 1953 canoe racing season, which 
comprised seven Regattas from May 21 to 
September 7, 1953.

Equipment
Satisfactory, although one more “work 

boat” would help.
Personnel

Male personnel is good and can stand 
up against any with proper coaching. 
Female personnel is not as physically 
rugged as the opposition, but did very 
well.

Results
Won Oahu Championships July 12, in 

Honolulu Harbor. Finished second (by 
one point) in Territorial Championships 
in Kona, although capsizing two crews 
(Freshman and Senior Men). 

Recommendations 1954 Canoe Racing 
Season—Coaching

Use a coaching pool of at least six men 
to handle eleven crews.
Hawaii Trip

This trip in 1953 cost $1,627.18, less 
$500.00 contributed by the Hawaiian 
Canoe Racing and Surfing Association. 
I question the value received in lodging 
and food and suggest serious considera
tion be given this matter for 1954.
July 4th, 1953—Walter Macfarlane 
Regatta—Cost $833.01

This cost seems very high, after de
ducting $462.60 for medals.

Volleyball Program 
I have felt this was very well managed 

and Chairman Hugh Howard is writing 
a separate report on this activity. We 
have the best two-man teams in the Ter
ritory in this sport.

It might be wise to consider closing 
off the courts with a netting to protect 
members and guests using the central 
walk to the Dining Room and Bar. 
Castle Swim—Thanksgiving Day, 1953 

If this is to be considered in 1954, Mr. 
Minvielle should be instructed to call all 
Coaches together first, to determine the 
time of year such a program should be 
put on to aid in the Hawaiian AAU 
Swimming Program for 1954.

F red  E . S te e re , J r . ,  Club Captain
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