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Swimming through the Years

Ov e r  the pas t  y e a r  or  t wo,  O C C  
m e m b e r s  h a v e  s e e n  i n c r e a s i n g  
a t t ent i on given to ocean  s w i m m i n g ,  a 
popular  pa s t i me  of  Ol d Ha wa i i .  S o  it 
is int er es t i ng  to r e mi nd o u r s e l v e s  of 
H a w a i i ’s s w i m m i n g  hi s t ory .

Hal f  a c e n t u r y  ago,  give  or  t ake  a 
few years ,  Ha wa i i  w a s  r ight ly  cal led 
the " S w i m m i n g  Ca pi t a l  of  the Wo r l d "
— t hough A u s t r a l i a n s  m a y  have  
di sput ed that  tit le.  Duke  K a h a n a ­
m o k u ,  M a r i e c h e n  W e h s e l a u  
( J a c ks o n)  and ot he r  local  na t a t or i a l  
gr eat s  had wo n  t hr i l l i ng v i c t or i e s  
and set  n e w  r ecor ds  at  O l y m p i c  
G a m e s  in Europe ,  A u s t r a l i a  and the 
Uni t ed S t a t e s .  T h e i r  n a m e s  wer e  
a l most  as  much “h ous e h o l d  w o r d s "  
as  are  the n a m e s  of  mod e r n  b a s e b a l l ,  
foot bal l  and gol f  p r o f e s s i on a l s .  
And. . . . our  big s w i m m i n g  me e t s  in 
H a w a i i  we r e  held in ocean  w a t e r s  
wh e r e  it al l  began.

Here  in Honolulu,  the be r t h i ng  sl ip 
a l ongs i de  the old A l a k e a  S t r e e t  Pier  
w a s  the si te of  m a n y  big s w i m m i n g  
me e t s  dur ing the Wo r l d  W a r  I era.  
T h e  l oca t i on  w a s  a l mo s t  ideal ,  wi t h  
5 0 -  and even 1 0 0 - y a r d  s t r a i g h t a w a y s  
poss i b l e ,  and pl e nt y  of  r oom on the 
pier  for s p e c t a t o r  b l e a c h e r s  and the 
R o y a l  H a w a i i a n  Band.  P o s s i b l y  the 
c r o w d s  t hat  turned out  for  t hos e  
meet s  woul d not  have  i m p r e s s e d  a 
m o d e r n - d a y  s p or t s  pr omot e r ,  but  
they we r e  good.

In the late t we n t i e s  and t h i r t i es  the 
pi c t ure  cha nge d.  S w i m m i n g  had 
b e c o m e  at  l eas t  a mi n or  spor t  at 
m a n y  high s chool s ,  co l l eges  and 
u ni v e r s i t i e s  and the t hen ne w 
O l y m p i c - s i z e  s w i m m i n g  p o o l s  
b e c a m e  the f a v or e d  l o c a t i o n s  for 
s w i m m i n g  meet s .  For  a t ime,  the W a r  
M e m o r i a l  N a t a t o r i u m ,  n o w  
t h r e a t e n e d  wi t h  demol i t i on ,  w a s  
po pul a r  w'ith f a ns  and s w i m m e r s  
al ike.  O n l y  the Ou t r i g g e r  C a n o e  Cl ub 
c o n t i nu e d  o ce a n  s w i m m i n g  as  an 
i n t r a - c l ub  spor t  wi t h  a n nu a l  race 
me e t s  over  a c o u r s e  s i m i l a r  to the one 
laid out for  the Rough W a t e r  S w i m .

No w,  wi t h  an a c t i ve  S w i m m i n g  
Co mmi t t e e ,  our  Cl ub  a p p e a r s  to be on 
the w a y  to r e s t or i ng  o c e a n  s w i m m i n g  
to its r ight ful  place  as  a m a j o r  Cl ub 
sport .

1i)ainsheet... R e a d y  a b o u t ,
mat es .  Fi rst  of  t wo  Big sai l ing eve nt s  
of the year  hi ts  the o f f s hor e  race 
c our se  this  S u n d a y ,  Apri l  9. I t ’s the 
s p r i n g  O C C - h o s t e d ,  H R Y A -  
s a n c t i o n e d  c l a s s b o a t  i nvi t a t i ona l  
regat t a .  An “a l l - h a n d s "  a f f a i r  wi t h  a 
c l ut c h  of  r a c e - r e l a t e d  c o mmi t t e e s ,  
three or four  pr i va t e  and c l ub boa t s  
( for  o f f i c i a l s  & shut t l es ) ,  an Al o ha  
C o m m i t t e e  to ha ndl e  the beer ,  food 
and s h o r e - s i d e  h os pi t a l i t y ,  t rophies ,  
pr e s s  r e l a t i ons  and you n a me  it. 
S k i p p e r ’s meet i ng  is set  for  5 : 30  p.m. ,  
Th u r s . ,  Apr i l  6 , i n t h e S n a c k B a r a r e a .  
At Nicol  is s k i p pe r i n g  the b e a c h s i d e  
Al o ha :  G o rdon Bradle y  a s s e m b l i n g  
t r ophi es ,  Hal  H u t c h i n g s  h a s  a race 
c o m m i t t e e  in his c o m m a n d .  T h e  
t hr e e - r a c e  H Y R A  s e a s o n ’s point  
re g a t t a  is open to all  c l a s s  b o a t s  of 
H Y R A  m e m b e r  c l u b s  — mon o hul l  & 
mul t i hul l .  R a c e  rules  of  U S Y R U  as 
modi f i ed by H Y R A  and O C C  sai l ing 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  wi l l  appl y .  A  pupu p a r t y  
and a w a r d s  c e r e m o n y  on the Hau 
T e r r a c e  wi l l  f o l l ow the last  race.  Beer  
( free)  wi l l  f l ow f rom the tap all  day.  
F or  r ace  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

Puffing..  • At  the turn of  the 
C l u b ’s a n n u a l  meet i ng  late  in 
F e b r u a r y ,  John L a ngenheim  b e c a m e  
Cl ub  C o m m o d o r e  (and c h a i r m a n  of 
the s a i l i ng  c o mmi t t e e ) ,  s uc c e e d i n g

Dave Hoffman.  Ne wp or t  Beach,  
C a l i f . - r e a r e d  L a n g e n h e i m  b e g a n  
sai l ing  in his  mi d- t e e ns  and h a s n ’t 
s t opped s ince.  Mos t  of his mat ur e  
sa i l ing  w a s  in M o r g a n  24s  & 26s  
a long the eas t  coas t  and in New 
L o n d o n ,  C o n n .  w h e r e  he w a s  
s t a t i one d  and in c o m m a n d  of a 
s ub ma r i n e .  T r a n s f e r r e d  to Ha wa i i  
s e ve n  y e a r s  ago as  a N a v y  s t a f fy ,  he 
u l t i ma t e l y  ret i red (as  Cmdr . ) ,  has  
b een  a Cl ub  m e m b e r  f o u r - a n d - a - h a l f  
y e a r s  — three of  wh i c h  have  been in 
s u p e r a c t i v i t y o n  t h e  s a i l i n g  
c o m m i t t e e  ( h e ’s c ha i r e d  n ume r o us  
Cl ub race  e ve nt s ) .  John is n o w s t a f f  
pr o j e c t  engi ne e r  wi t h  Ho ne y we l l ,  
Inc. ,  at O a h u ’s we s t  end.

Ship-fo-Shore.. . C o a s t  G u a r d
A u x i l l i a r y  wi l l  a g a i n  c o n d uc t  its 
s pl endi d c o u r s e  in S a f e  S a i l i ng  
( v a l u a b l e  t r a i n i ng  for  be g i n ne r s  and 
v e t e r a n s )  b e g i nni ng  in Ma y .  Cour s e  
is open to all  O C C  m e m b e r s  and is 
of fered f ree ( i n v e s t me n t  in an 
e x c e l l e n t  t e x t b o o k ,  $ 7 . 5 0 ,  is all  t h a t ’s 
requi r ed) .  C l a s s e s  meet  M o n d a y s  & 
W e d n e s d a y s ,  7 : 15 - 9 : 15  p.m. ,  in the 
Cl ub  bo a r d  room.  S a t u r d a y  mor ni ngs  
are  de vot e d to pr ac t i ca l  ( wa t e r y )  
a p p l i c a t i o n  of  the c l a s s r o o m  ski l l s  
t aught .  Al l  wo u l d - b e  Cl ub  sa i l or s  are 
urged to i nve s t i ga t e .  S i g n  up at the 
f ront  desk.
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