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1976 Annual Swimming Report

by Gerry Senner, Swimming Chairperson
1976 was an eventfu l swimming year fo r the 

brand new swim program headed by Gerry 
Senner, assisted by Jim Caldwell and Lon 
Priest. Many people contributed ideas and 
helped w ith planning, so all of our OCC 
swimmers were the real swim com mittee.

Partic ipation and enthusiasm ran high for 
our five events:

1) August Swim Clinics. On the five  Sundays 
in August, 25 people partic ipated in swimming 
to an anchored boat to improve th e ir  distance 
and open ocean swimm ing ab ility . C lin ics were 
planned as tra in ing  fo r the Roughwater Swim.

2) September W aikiki Roughwater Swim. For 
the f irs t  tim e OCC swimmers met at the s ta rt 
and fin ish  under the Club flag fo r a show o f 
strength in th is  two-m ile open ocean event. 
Twelve Club members entered and fin ished 
and brought home two second place troph ies 
as well as the special trophy fo r oldest woman 
swimmer entered. This annual Labor Day 
Swim is a City Parks and Recreation event 
and our Club is one o f its  many sponsors.

3) The Maui Channel Swim in September 
gave OCC a close second place award in th is  
nine-mile Lanai to Maui relay. We were cap
tained by Jim Caldwell, who w ill be overall 
chairperson o f the 1977 Maui Channel Swim 
which is fast becoming an in ternationa l event. 
OCC needs to continue to enter our strongest 
swimmers in th is  challenging swim.

4) November Castle Swim. This long-dis
tance swim is trad itiona lly  held the Sunday 
a fte r Thanksgiving and open to OCC members 
only. Twenty-three entries fin ished strongly. 
Distance was one to  one and a ha lf m iles, 
depending on who you ta lk  to, or how you 
swim. The Club m ustered large escort and 
ground support, showing real enthusiasm for 
a strong swim program.

5) Swim/Fit Charts were begun in August, 
and approxim ate ly 40 people in the men’s, 
women’s and jun io r g ir ls ' d ivisions are making 
th e ir quarter-m iles on charts in the locker 
rooms. Mileages range from  Va to over 140 
m iles in the f irs t  five  months o f th is  new 
program. Red Cross ce rtifica te s  are issued fo r 
those swimming 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 
m iles, and our Club ce rtifie s  these m iles 
to the American Red Cross. Since it takes 
considerable tim e to swim many m iles 
daily, these awards may not be easily 
won and the rec ip ien ts  w ill have put fo rth  
a great deal.
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Iftainsheet • •• David H o f fm a n
takes  the til ler this month as Club 
Commodore.  Rel inquishing his grasp 
is Hobie racer  par excel lence Hal 
Hutchings who has held fast  for three 
consecut ive Club years.  Dedicated 
sai l ing commi t teeman Hoffman (he 
chaired the Cl u b ’s part i cipat ion in 
the First  Hobie 16 World Champi on
ships last  fall) is a Coast  Guard 
legal beagle,  now in the process  of 
ass imi lat ing into the mufti  c o mmu 
nity . . . And the new Club sai l ing 
year  is off  to an enthusias t i c  start  
with the full complement  of 13 in 
a t tendance  at the first commit tee  
meet,  Marc h  7, count ing Todd, ap
pearing as surrogate for Dad,  Gordo  
Bradley . . .  As  for the past  year,  
check the smooth sai l ing vibes in the 
annual  - report - to - the - membership 
from Immedi at e -Pas t - Cl ub- Pres i -  
dent Roy Kesner.  Sai l i ng ac hi e ve 
ments  for the year  include ac qui s i 
tion of f ive new craft  — four Lasers  
and a Hobie 16 — and refurbishing of 
the aging Scorpions ;  host ing of the 
First  Hobie 16 Worlds;  the five S a t 
urday OCC Regat ta  last fall;  the 
s umme r  sai l ing cl inics  for smal l  fry; 
evening c lasses  in sai l ing f undame n
tals last  spring;  and the Mult i -Hul l  
T r a n s P a c  in July.  . .

? c a d y f l b o u t  • • • Bruce Blakely
checks  in with check out news.  M e m 
bers who want  to get checked out 
(qual i f ied)  to use Club boats  can do 
so bet ween 10 a.m. and noon,  S a t u r 
days,  Apri l  9, 23,  May 7 and every 
other Sa t ur day  thereaf ter  as long as 
demand exists .  T w o  authorized 
checker -outers  ( commit teemen)  will 
be on deck to supervise the proceed
ings . . . Commodore  Hoffman a n 
nounces  that c lasses  in the Principles  
of Sa f e  Sai l ing,  conducted by the 
Coast  Guard Auxi l iary,  will  be 
scheduled this May- June,  depending 
on member  interest .  So,  Members  
are urged to make their interest  
known NOW by leaving name and 
number  at the front desk.  Course 
cons i s t s  of two evening c lasses  
weekly,  Sa t u r da y  sess ions  in the

water  and is designed for novices.  
A second,  more advanced course.  
Boat ing Ski l l s  and Seamanship,  may 
be set for July-August ,  again de
pending on member  interest .  In
cluded are such esoterica as navi ga
tion,  map and chart  reading and 
many ski l l s  appl icable to st ink-  
potting (motorboat ing) .  Best  news 
of all: Courses  are free to members ,  
except  for the required purchase of 
the comprehensive  and excel lent  
Coast  Guard manuals  ($6.50)  . . . 
Me mbe rs  w h o ’ve yet to fill in an 
mail  the sai l ing quest ionnaires  sent 
out with the Marc h  bills should drop 
everything and do it now.  Returns  
have been great,  but natural ly the 
c ommit tee  would like to hear from 
the total  membership . . .

P u f f i n g .  . . T h e  c r e s t i n g  a n d  
troughing Sand Courtyard cont ro
versy over  the presence there of the 
sparkl ing new Club Hobie 16 as a 
p e r m a n e n t  f i x t u r e  t e r m i n a t e d  
quiet ly when the Board made a deci 
sion:  Eject .  Craft  is to be moored 
of fshore with the other Hobies.  C o m
mit teemen,  spearheaded by Hutch,  
still  are dinkering with storage 
opt ions involving less wear,  tear and 
heavy maintenance  than sea moor
ing. Board,  by the way,  made agree
able noises about  arrangements  and 
costs  involved in keeping the boat 
in top shape.  Regardless  . . . And,  
speaking of storage,  arrangements  
to s tash Laser  hulls vert ical ly in the 
a l l eyway between the Sna c k  Bar 
and the surfboard racks  still  are “in 
process ,” with young Don Machado  
making ni fty design c on t r i b u t i o n s . . .
........................................ John Langenheim,
Jeff Kissel and Commodore  Hoffman 
represented OCC at the spring HY R A  
meeting.  There  was  much rapping 
about the Se pt ember  c lassboat  re
gatta — H Y R A  sponsored,  OCC 
hosted.  Other  news from the meet:  
Hawai i  Hobie Cat Assoc iat i on was  
voted membership in the HYRA,  
subject  to successful  admiss i on to 
the U.S.  Yacht  Racing Union .
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