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ULUNIU WOMEN'S SWIMMING CLUB
(Concluded from February  1956) 

by E d w in  N o r t h  M c C l e l l a n

T h e  I ' lu t i iu  W o m en 's  S w i m m i n g  C lub  is a g ra nd  a n d  h a p p y  asset of the 
lionie-l i fe o f  O a h u  a n d  W aik ik i .  T h e  U lu n iu  w il l  co n t in u e  to fu l f i l l  the 
ideals of the  denoted  w o m e n  w h o  were its first sponsors. I t  wil l  forever  
bless W a ik ik i  a nd  H aw a ii  as it serves T h e  People . T h e  "('•rowing Coconut  
C lu b ” has m ad e  a sp le n d id  record in  th e  past a nd  il has a brigh t  fu ture .  
T h e  OCC is very p r o u d  tha t  Ihe U lu n iu ,  l ike Eve f r o m  A d a m ,  came from  
Ihe body o f  OCC.

" I 'h e  Ladies A nnex  b u i ld in g  is com ple ted  and  its g ro unds  have been cleared up 
generally ,” rep o rted  the Advertiser ol A pr i l  7, 1909. “T h e  Ladies A nnex  is the finish
ing touch to m ake the [O utrigger Canoe] C lu b  the a t trac tive  social a n d  a th le t ic  in
s t i tu tion  it now is a n d  shou ld  rem a in .”
GRASS HOUSE IN  FLORAL PARADE 1910

O u tr ig g er  C anoe C lu b  m em bers  con
structed  a grass-house th a t  ap p ea red  on 
the T ren t T r u s t  C o m pany  float in the 
Fifth  Floral Parade, Feb ruary  22, 1910. 
N ext day the grass house a rr ived  at  the 
O C C  just w hen its m em bers  were feasting 
at a picnic. “ I 'he  gen t lem en  of the party  
arose from the repast, took off the ir  coats 
and  juggled the  s t ruc tu re  in to  its p resent 
position lor the girls’ use” as a Boat- 
House, rep o r ted  the Advertiser of F e b ru 
ary 25, 1910.
FIRE DESTROYS W O M EN'S BUILDINGS 1914

“T h e  build ings ol the W o m e n ’s A u x il i 
ary of the O u tr igge r  Club , the D ancing  
Pavilion [tha tched  lanai] recently  erected 
over the  M oana Lagoon and  the  Purdy  
Cottage belonging to the Seaside Hotel,  
were destroyed by fire last n ig h t ,” a n 
nounced  the Advertiser, A ugust  2, 1914.
BATH-HOUSES FOR W O M E N  GUESTS 1916

I ’he Advertiser of D ecem ber 2, 1916 
stated tha t  the  new O u tr igger  C anoe 
C lub  Bath-house at  W aik ik i  for women 
guests, was nearly ready for use, accord
ing to J. A shm an Beaven, C lu b  Secre
tary. Secretary Beaven also in fo rm ed  the 
new spaper tha t  the E n te r ta in m e n t  C o m 
m ittee  was p lann in g  a buffet su p p e r  and  
dance  to celebrate  the Bath-house open- 
ing.
N O  SKIRTS FOR GIRL SWIMMERS 1918

“ I t  is no t  the in ten t io n  o r  the desire 
of the W o m e n ’s A uxil ia ry  or the  O u t 
rigger C lub  to force women swimmers to 
wear p lea ted  skirts in the w'ater or to a t 
tem p t  to go beyond the region of good

com m on sense in ask ing for ba th in g  suit 
reform s a t  W aik ik i ,” said a m em ber  ol 
th a t  o rgan iza t ion  on June  21, 1918 to an 
Advertiser reporter. “O u r  s tand  is well 
unders tood  by the g rea ter  n u m b e r  of the 
best w om en swimmers in the City and 
they are  with us in o u r  ag i ta t ion .  All we 
are  trying to do  is to p ro h ib i t  such 
costumes as are becom ing  too com m on 
and  which a p p e a r  to very m any  as being 
over the  line of decency.”
A U XILIAR Y SUPPORTS AQUATICS

The H o n o lu lu  m o rn in g  new spaper ol 
June (i, 1918 rep o rted  tha t  the W om en 's  
A uxil ia ry  of the O u tr ig g er  C anoe  C lub  
p lan n ed  to ho ld  a sw im m ing  m eet for 
w om en on July 4, 1918.

“ By Article  O n e  of its C o n s t i tu t io n ” 
the W o m e n ’s A uxil ia ry  stood “ pledged to 
'the  encou ragem en t  of c a n o e i n g ,  surf- 
r id ing , sw im m ing  an d  all o th e r  aquatic  
sports ,’ ” exp la in ed  G e r t ru d e  Rasch, in 
the Paradise of the Pacific, A ugust 1922. 
“ For some years, however, it d id  no t  take 
any specially active p a r t  in swimm ing 
events.”
S W A N ZY  AN D FULLARD-LEO CUPS 1920

“ In 1920, the  first sw im m ing  m eet for 
w om en [note above for July 4, 1918], held 
u n d e r  the auspices ol the  W o m e n ’s O u t 
rigger Club , was staged, and  it is now 
[1922] an  a n n u a l  event. As several H a 
w aiian  C ham pion sh ips  are aw arded  to 
this Meet, it brings o u t  the best swim
mers in the Islands. O n e  of the  m ost in 
teresting  trophies  is the cu p  given by 
Mrs. E. Fu l lard-Leo  for pub l ic  school 
girls, the  cup  going to the  school whose
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entry wins it. The chief trophy of the 
Meet is the beautiful silver cup, known 
as the Swanzy Cup,  donated by Mrs. F. 
M. Swanzy. Thi s  is a twenty-five year 
trophy, going each year to the girl scoring 
the most points in certain fixed events— 
the winning of the cup for three years 
awards it permanently to the winner. In 
1920 the Swanzy Cu p  was won by Gerd 
Hiorth ol the Outrigger.  In 1921 and 
1922, the trophy went to Mariechen Weh- 
selau, the Outrigger’s speedy champion 
and, judging from the way this little mer
maid is making and breaking records, 
it looks as though 1923 may see it pass 
into her hands lor 'keeps.' ”

T h e  H a w a i ia n  A n n u a l  of 1924 carries 
the phrase: “Women's Auxiliary Canoe 
Club . . . Originated March 1909.” T h e  
same phrase appears also in the magazine 
for 1925, 192(i, 1927 and 1928.

LEASES AND O CC-A U XILIA RY RELATIONS

A letter dated February 17, 1925 ol 
}nlit* fudd Swan/y, “ President, W o m en ’s 
Auxiliary, Outrigger Canoe Club,” was 
published in the Adver t i s e r  of the next 
dav. T h e  letter explained that the " L an a i  
now occupied bv the Auxiliary,” is “on

the grounds under lease Irom the Queen 
Fmma Estate to the Outrigger Canoe 
Club, and is occupied by the Auxiliary in 
exchange with the Outrigger Canoe Club 
for the beach frontage of the lot leased 
by the Wom en’s Auxiliary I r o m  the 
Bishop Estate. T h e  bath houses of the 
Men’s Club and part of its lanais  now 
occupy this site.”

ULUNIU W OM EN'S SW IM M ING CLUB 1926

" The Wom en’s Auxiliary of the Out
rigger Canoe Club went out ol existence 
yesterday afternoon,” reported the A d 
vertiser,  February 17. 192(i. “T h e  organi
zation will be known as the Uluniu 
|Women’s] Swimming C l u b  of Hono
lulu”—“Under the G r o w i n g  C o c o n u t  
Palm.”

2ND TRANSPLANTING "G R O W IN G  COCONUT”

“A new lease of Bishop Estate property 
adjoining the Moana Hotel was secured 
and a new clubhouse was erected,” de
scribed the Advert iser  of February 27, 
19-19. “This  was occ upied in the spring ol 
I92(i. Over three hundred members and 
guests attended the housewarming tea."

i ( o n  I i n  t i ed on  2 1 1
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ULUNIU
(Concluded from page 13)

'From the name of this property, Ulu- 
11 i 11 or ‘Growing Coconut, ’ this Club 
adopted its p r e s e n t  n a m e,  U l u n i u  
Women’s Swimming Club,  as suggested 
by Mrs. F. M. Swanzy. I t ’s emblem, a 
block I '  with a coconut tree growing 
from the base, was designed by Hue M. 
Luquiens.  T h u s  t h e  C l u b  b e c a m e  a 
' transplanted coconut. ’ ”
FRANCES MILLS SW A N ZY RETIRES 1926

"At the annual meeting held February 
I, 192(>, Mrs. [Frances Mills] Swanzy re
tired as president and was succeeded by 
Mrs. Alfred L. Clastic,” reported the 
Parad i s e  o f  the  Pacif ic,  January 1937.
DOW N THE YEARS

Mrs. Alan M. Nowell was elected presi
dent of the Uluniu in 1931. “ In 1933 
Mrs. Arthur L. Andrews courageously as
sumed the presidency and the necessity 
of financial rehabil itation of Club af
fairs,” wrote the Adi'ertiser,  February 27. 
19-19. “With the recovery of Honolulu 
from the depression, plans long con
sidered, lor a completely new clubhouse 
for the Outrigger Canoe Club were re
vived. In this connec tion a new layout of 
the properties occupied by the two clubs 
became necessary and new surveys and 
leases were drawn up with the Terri torial  
Hotel Company.”
"THIRD TRAN SPLA N TIN G" ABOUT 1935

“Again in 1935 the Uluniu Club was 
to be moved,” continued the Advert iser .  \ 
"Since this lease has many years to run, 
Club members feel confident that in this, 
its third transplanting, the d r a w i n g  C o 
conu t  found its permanent location. For 
this move the Terri torial  Hotel Company 
and the Bishop Estate trustees assumed 
much of the cost. T h e  buildings were 
shifted to its present location near the 
Royal Hawaiian Hotel .”

We will end our part of the Glorious 
Storv of the Uluniu W om en’s Swimming 
Club of Waikiki ,  at this point. We hope 
some efficient and enthusiastic soul will 
amplify it.

The Forecast appreciates our Adver
tisers. Members, please show your 

appreciation.
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