
Motorcyclists at Mauna Kea 200, John Beaumont 
leading.

The Mauna Kea 200
by John H. Beaumont

In May, OCC motorcycle teams 

attacked the Mauna Kea 200, a two- 

day, 200-mile, time-keeping enduro. 

A time-keeping enduro is much like a 

road rally in which the rider is 

expected to maintain a designated 

speed over a specified distance. 

Along the course are hidden check 

points that the rider must pass. If he 

is early, he is docked 2 points for each 

minute early, and one point for each 

minute late. He is also docked points 

for riding off the course andat theend 

of the two days, he is docked points if 

any of his equipment such as 

headlights, horn or stoplight, etc. 

fails to work. The object is to finish 

the two-day, 200-mile course with as 

few points as possible.

May 26th, at 7:00 am, the race 

started in one of the undeveloped 

subdivisions about 8 miles up the 

Saddle Road above Hilo. Riders 

started two at a time, one minute 

apart and disappeared into the first 

trail. During the entire 200-plus mile 

course we had only 5 or 6 miles of 

paved road, 20 or 30 miles of jeep 

road, and the rest was strictly cross

country thro ugh the mud, cinders and 

lava.

The first day kept us at the lower 

altitudes. Trails were mostly single 

track through the Waiakea and Puna 

forest reserves, along the beach near 

Kapoho and back up the Saddle 

through the Ohia Lehua forests to the 

Mauna Kea state park at Pohakuloa, 

where we spent the night. Our entry 

fees included the bed, food and beer

for the two-day ordeal. Most of the 

riders came in about 4:00 pm and we 

had two hours for repairs, flat tires, 

etc. before the pits were closed at 6:00 

pm. The State Park has numerous 6 

bunk cabins and a large messhall that 

took care of us for the two nights of 

the race.

The second day was the high 

altitude lava and cinder portion of the 

race. We started at the park and went 

cross-country until the top of the 

volcano. At the top, about the 13,200 

foot level, we left the road and headed 

across the crater through the cinders 

and lava. In some places the cinders 

were so deep that you had to keep the 

power on to down hill. The high 

altitudes took its toll; a few' of the 

bikes wouldn't run above the 10,000 

foot level and some riders got light 

headed and nauseated up there. None 

of the OCC riders had any of these 

problems, so we pressed on. After 

about 60 miles of riding through lava 

rock, cinders and snow, we got back 

down to the Saddle Road for lunch. 

That afternoon we took a jeep road up 

Mauna Loa almost to the observatory 

and then came back down straight 

across 18 miles of lava fields and 

back to the finish at the park. A total 

of about 225 miles in the two days.

This year the OCC was edged out 

for the team trophy by the Surfline, 

H a w a i i  team headed by Dave 

Rochlen. The individual winner was 

John DeSoto of Makaha, an ex

professional motocross rider. His 

brother Ron was second. Next was 

Malcome Smith, a very famous (in 

motorcycle circles) rider from 

California. There were five riders 

from the mainland and one from 

Tahiti riding in this event.

Tom Conner was the only OCC 

rider to win a trophy by taking a first 

place in the 250 CC class. The point 

spread was 2 points for the winner, 

DeSoto, to well over 200 points for 

those who just survived.

This year's course was consider

ably harder than prior years but 

d idn ’t produce any serious accidents. 

This year there were lots of bruises, 

scrapes (road rash), sprains and 

minor cuts. Motorcycles took the 

beating this year, at least 30 flat tires 

and numerous broken parts and 

pieces.

Swimmers invited to 
enter Maui Channel Swim

Jim Caldwell would like to organize 

an all-Outrigger Canoe Club team to 

enter in the Maui Channel race this 

year. Swimmers must be 25 years or 

older. Each person swims a first leg of 

30 minutes and thereafter, 10 minute 

laps, w i th  all six sw im m ers  

participating in rotation, over a 9 

mile course. If interested, please 

leave message for Ian Emberson at 

OCC.

The

Entertainment Committee
presents

“How the West was Fun” 

Paniolo Style 

Saturday, July 28 

Roundup at 6:30
Dust off your Western Duds; 

check your six-guns at the desk; 

tether Old Paint in the front corral, 

and bring your ridin’-the-range 

appetite into the Mess Hall for 

Baron of Beef, Fried Chicken, Corn 

on the Cob, Potato Salad, Baked 

Beans and Juicy Apple Pie! 

Tariff: $7.50 per cowpoke 

Early Reservations, please 

*$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$< 

New Snack Bar Treats
New snack bar items which contain no 

preservatives or white sugar are Peanut Butter  
cookies, carrot chip cookies, apricot cakes, 
rich-life protein drink, Tiger Milk candy, 
Granola crunch, russian pastry, 3 star natural 
energy mix, Martmelli's apple juice, natural 
yogurt, and fresh fruits (apple, banana, 
oranges).
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