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Harry’s Channel
by Ron Haworth

The moment Dr. Harry Huffaker 
touched his feet to the sands of  Molo
kai he made history for himself  and 
the Outrigger Canoe Club. And in 
sw im min g the channel  from Oahu 
he illustrated that M a n ’s quest for 
the seemingly unreachable  is never 
beyond his reach.  It was only appro
priate he swam in the great tradition 
of  Outrigger. Harry’s channel  tr i
umphs— and his defeats— are his to 
suffer through,  his to cry over,  and 
his to reap the rapture of  victory . . . 
But, they also belong to Outrigger, 
especial ly to those paddlers who es
cort him through darkness and light 
and into darkness toward unseen and 
unfamiliar  shores.

It is this team that makes possible 
his individual feat. T he  team is small 
in number  but strong in desire; it 
consists  of  John Marshall ,  Bruce 
Ames, Rick Steere, Bob Lundy, Dr. Bob 
Smith,  Mike Holmes and Simon Car- 
dew. And they have been aided by 
the Board of  Directors,  Peter Balding,  
Ron Sorrell  and Eddie Case. And, 
maybe, just maybe, the Gods who 
protect watermen.

Bud Smyser wrote in a Star-Bulletin 
editorial,  “ Huffaker and Jim Caldwell 
(who also tried to swim between Maui 
and Molokai and was forced to abort 
because of sickness)  were not forced

into their  ordeals by circumstances 
beyond their control,  as people som e
times are; they deliberately trained 
for their challenges and then gave the 
challenge all the effort, and especially 
all the courage, they could muster.”

It is this dedication,  courage and 
supreme sacrif ice that bands  the team 
together so that Harry might gain his 
goals.

Swimmer Huffaker’s 
Mahalo

I would like to express my appre
ciation to the Outrigger Canoe Club 
for its support of my channel  swim 
from Oahu to Molokai  on September 
14. Five members in particular de
serve recognition in conjunct ion with 
this swim. They are the four members 
who took rotation on the surfboard 
for hour longstints ,  and Simon Cardew 
who provided his sailboat ‘G ind an’ 
as an escort. Opinion seemed unani
mous that S im o n ’s sense of humor 
and commentary  kept all concerned 
in good spirits throughout the day. 
T he  four paddlers,  Bruce Ames, Bob 
Lundy, Rick Steere,  and Ron Haworth 
all contributed immeasurably to the 
success of  the swim. Bruce was pad
dling at my side when I swam into the 
Portuguese men-of-war.  A decision 
was imminent as to whether  or not 
to cont inue at that point. B ru c e ’s e n 
couragement and empathy at that 
time was most reassuring as well as 
inspiring. Bob Lundy had not been 
on any of the previous swims, but as 
luck would have it was the one  on 
the board when the tiger shark ap
peared. Bob was quite calm under all 
the excitement (or so it seemed) and 
casually released the safety device 
on the shark gun prior to passing it 
to me. At this t ime we were about a 
mile and a half  from our objective and 
the sun was setting. Rick Steere 
jumped into the water with face mask 
and fins, told me to start swimming 
harder and that h e ’d keep watch for 
sharks. Talk about a courageous and 
selfless thing to do!

Aloha,
Harry Huffaker
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Chef Teruya praised 
for Mexican 
Fiesta Menu

We had so many compliments on 
the food served at our Mexican Fiesta 
(Saturday,  September 16th) that credit 
should be given where it is due.

Originally M a m a ’s Mexican Kitchen 
was engaged to prepare the food. 
However,  this plan did not materialize. 
The food preparation was done by 
our own Chef Will iam Teruya and 
his staff. Chef Teruya did an out
standing job and we can all be proud 
of his talent and craftsmanship.  He 
is indeed a credit to the Outrigger 
Canoe Club.

Norman Riede, General Manager

Interested in a 
Gourmet Dinner?

Recall ing the success of  the Club's 
first Gourmet Dinner, our manage
ment is considering the possibility of 
repeating this special “black tie” 
event early in December.  If you are 
interested,  or think you may be, watch 
the Club bullet in board in the lobby 
for future announcements.

How’s Your Bridge?
Contributed by Eleanor B. Synon

Have you ever said, “ Oh yes, I play 
bridge,” in answer to some couple's 
invitation at a resort or on shipboard, 
only to sense during the first rubber 
that your new acquaintances wish 
they had never asked the question? 
That has happened to many people, 
but it shou ldn’t, and it needn’t.

Bridge is both a game and a compet
itive sport to some five million rubber 
bridge and duplicate players in the 
U. S. And it can be embarrassing to 
say “Y e s ” to a bridge invitation if you 
are qualified to play only “conversa
tional bridge.” You don’t need the 
knowledge and skill of a Sheinwold 
or a Goren to compete intelligently, 
but you do need to be familiar with a 
few “tools of  the trade.”

At the Outrigger Canoe Club, there 
is an active contract bridge section. 
Members and guests gather every 
Monday after lunch to play bridge,
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