
Aloha to Age Ellis
Agenhart K. “Age” Ellis, Jr., who 

has been with the Outrigger Canoe 
Club for the past 12 years, is leaving 
to further his education in the field of 
Psychological Counseling and 
Guidance.

Mr. Ellis has been an Assistant 
Manager of the Club since 1967. He 
has also taught at Farrington High 
School in a Special Motivation 
Program. A graduate of Kamehameha 
Schools, where he was the third 
generation of his family to attend, he 
went on to University of Kansas on a 
football scholarship. He later 
graduated from the University of 
Hawaii, where he was a Business 
Administration major, but also 
achieved a Certificate in Special 
Education. Mr. Ellis was team 
Captain at UH during his football 
years in 1965-66 and played in the 
Hula Bowl as tackle in 1967. In 1977 
he was selected by the Service Clubs 
of Honolulu as an outstanding 
teacher in the field of Special 
Education.

We’ll miss you, Age!

Greetings to Jim Wells
James (Jim) Wells will replace Mr. 

Ellis as an Assistant Manager of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club. He will also 
assume the responsibility of the 
Dining Room. His assistant will be 
Mary Guerrero, who has been a 
Dining Room hostess for many years.

Jam es Wells

Mr. Wells’ experience covers all 
aspects of the food and beverage 
op era tion  as w e ll as so lid  
professional experience in Public 
Relations and Business Administra­
tion. He and his wife were owners of 
the well known Green House 
Restaurant for many years. He 
graduated from Texas Christian 
U n ive rs ity  and attended the 
University of Mexico in Mexico City 
and the University of New Mexico.

He is married to Carolyn Wells who 
is a Sous Chef in her own right.

1978 Castle Swim  
w a s  Biggest Ever!

Thirty-five swimmers turned out 
for the 1978 Annual Thanksgiving 
Castle Swim on November 26. The 
course was the usual IV2 miles from 
Waikiki to Outrigger Beach.

For the fourth year in a row, Jimmy 
Dean was first to finish in the fast 
time of 30:40, 48 seconds ahead of 
1977’s winning 31:28. He was closely 
followed by Ian Emberson at 30:50. 
Late entry Grady Howe, home from 
college for Thanksgiving surf, took 
third place at 32:25 and our own 
beach attendant Steve Grant finished 
fourth with 33:04. The youngest 
swimmer was age 13 and the oldest 
was 72, again proving that swimming 
is for everyone.

Following the swim, swimmers 
and escorts had a Beer Brunch at 
which the September Roughwater 
Swim awards were given out. Castle 
Swim Awards willbegivenoutatthe 
a th le tic  A w ard s  Banquet in 
February.

The swimmers are grateful to the 
approximately 27 escorts and 
assistants who made this minor 
swimming event possible. Special 
thanks go to all paddleboard escorts, 
and to Kahea Chock, Robbie Mist and 
Ron Larsen and their crews who 
paddled canoes; John Beaumont and 
Bob Costa, van drivers who escorted 
the swimmers to the start, and Frank 
Walton and Fina Bardach, timer and 
scorekeeper. Mahalo also to the 
beach attendants and the dining room 
staff and management for the setups.

Complete race results follow on page 2, together with 
properly identified Swim photos from December issue

Agenhart K. Ellis, Jr.
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Castle Swim Winners and Times: S o m e  C aS tle  Swim W innefS

DIV PLACE MEN TIME
Jr. 28 Craig Day 1:00:09
18-24 3 Grady Howe 32:25

6 Jim Howe 36:46
9 Tom Henke 39:44

18-24 1 Jimmy Dean 30:40
2 Ian Emberson 30:50
4 Steve Grant 33:04

10 Bill Breedon 40:17
11 Dale Hope 40:35
19 Hugh Murray 52:15

35-44 7 Kimo Austin 37:55
13 Jim Peterson 42:34
15 Jim Anderson 43:50
16 Norm Dunmire 47:40
24 Jon Haig 55:21

45-54 14 Kim Woolaway 42:58
21 Whit Symmes 54:31
32 Ron Haworth 1:02:37

55-64 22 R. W. Mist 55:04
30 John Bardach 1:01:04

65-74 12 Lloyd Osborne 41:53
31 Jake Updegrove 1:01:36

75-84 No entries

WOMEN
Jr. 5 Donna Kahakui 33:44

25 Kendall Purdy 55:44
29 Cassie Senner 1:00:50

18-24 8 Moira Scully 39:21
23 Nancy Peacock 55:15

25-34 17 Connie Maguire 49:21
34 Mary Larsen 1:10:06

35-44 26 Gerry Senner 56:24
27 Gay Austin 57:16

45-54 18 Bonnie Eyre 50:50
20 Marjorie Howe 53:03
35 Marion Zahn 1:21:51

55-64 No entry
65-74 33 Eileen Soule ■1:04:44

(l/r) Connie Maguire; Donna Kahakui; Moira Scully

(l/r) Grady Howe, 3rd; Ian Emberson, 2nd; James Dean, 
1st (4th time)

1979 Swim Clinic
To participate in the 1979 Swim 

Clinic,  just show u p a t t he b e a c h  front 
promptly at l O A M . W e w i l l s w i m t o a  
designated flag and return. Canoe 
escort will accompany the slowest or 
last swimmer.  There is nothing to 
“sign-up” - just show up! Look for the 
OCC flag at the Beach Wall.

These are not swimming lessons;  
they are distance opportunities for 
people who know how to swim. All 
guests,  sponsors,  and children of 
members are welcome.

The Clinics have been scheduled 
for the following dates;  January 7; 
February 4; March 4; April 1; May 6 ; 
June 3, and July 1 . All dates are 
Sundays.  The distances to be swum 
are % to 1 mile and the action will 
start at 10 :00  a.m. It is suggested that 
you clip this schedule for reference.

The Biggest Day 
in the Week

A colorful,  uniquely Hawaiian 
inst i tut ion of yesteryear  - was 
Steamer Day . For many years,  it fell 
on Tuesday of each week,  and for 
most residents of urban Honolulu, it 
was indeed the biggest day in the 
entire week.

To understand why the arrival of 
one relat ively smal l  passenger/ 
freighter vessel could ever have been 
an important,  even exciting event in 
the life of this community,  you must 
first get a mental picture of the 
Honolulu of some seventy years ago. 
A Honolulu so isolated from the rest 
of the world that it took a week or 
more to get here from San Francisco 
by steamer and as much as six weeks 
by windjammer.  Yes,  and a Honolulu 
without radio communications or

even adequate cable service.  A 
Honolulu whose main business 
district comprised a few blocks 
centered at Fort and King Streets.

In the 18fl0’s, steam began to 
replace sail in Pacific Ocean waters. 
Slow as those early steamers were - 
and a few were actually propelled by 
side paddle wheels like those on the 
old San Francisco-Oakland ferries - 
they were so much faster than sail 
that they were soon carrying most of 
the passengers and all of the mail and 
important cargo between the West 
Coast and Hawaii .  So,  as more and 
more Honolulu business and social 
activities began to center around the 
a r r iv a l  of the s t e a m e r s  from 
“Stateside",  Steamer Day became a 
recognized weekly event.

For a time. Steamer Days were 
irregular, depending on the arrival of 
various vessels flying the house flags 
of a dozen different steamship lines, 
including the then young Matson 
Navigation Company.  When Matson 
finally inaugurated weekly sailings 
from San Francisco with the 5'/a-day 
freighter-passenger liners “Wilhel- 
mi na" ,  “ M a n o a ” and “ Lu r l i ne ” , 
sailings from San Francisco were on 
We dn e s d a y s ,  a r r i v i ng  here the 
fol lowing Tuesday morning.  So 
Tuesday became Steamer Day.

The Steamer Days of the era which 
ended with the onset of World War II 
had a place in the life of our 
community which was lost forever 
when the Air Age arrived. Gone were 
the leisured days when Honoluluans 
of all walks of life would, on Steamer 
Day, trek through the cool of early 
dawn to old Pier 15 to meet the 
incoming ship. On the pier. Henri 
Berger  and his famed whi te-  
uniformed Royal Hawaiian Band 
would be tuning up, and as the ship 
nosed her way around the end of the 
pier, the band would strike up 
Hawaii  Ponoi or some other Hawai­
ian air amid a swelling din of greet­
ings shouted across  the water 
between ship and pier. Those were 
the days,  my fr iends. . . those were the 
days!

Steamer Day is long gone, but its 
spirit of gaiety and a l o h a . . .well, may 
it never be lost!

(Excerpted from the book: "The Hawaii Almost Nobody 
Knows", written and published by Club members Alex 
Castro and Harold Yost.)

Page 2


