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Ordinari ly it takes centuries to create a tradition, bu t the Outrigger Canoe Ch 
has one in less than forty years—the Castle or Thanksgiving Day Swim Meet whi* 
started in 1917. Trad i t ion is the source of esprit de club and the Swims have add* 
to the indestructible, spiri tual part of the Club. It helps to make the OCC li 
forever. 
A H O L Y H E R I T A G E F R O M 
A N C I E N T P O L Y N E S I A N S 

T h e OCC has a holy heritage of out-
riggering, surfboarding, bodysurfing, 
swimming and diving, inherited from 
the ancient Polynesians who lived on 
the Coral Crescent of Waikiki. On May 
1, 1908, the OCC solemnly assumed the 
mission of perpetuat ing those and other 
aquatic sports. T h e OCC Thanksgiving 
Day Swims, including the Blue Ribbon 
Castle, is the Club's promise to the 
Venerable Past that it is partially keep-
ing its swimming-pledge. It must do 
more. T o keep faith with the ancients 
it must commission an Olympic Pool 
and an Olympic Committee to find and 
develop male and female swimmers and 
divers to represent Hawaii at the Mel 
bourne Olympics in 1956. 
T H E F IRST " C A S T L E S W I M " I N 1 9 1 7 

T h e Thanksgiving Period of 1917 was 
commemorated by the Outrigger Canoe 
Club with surfing events, swims and an 
outrigger fishing party off Diamond 
Head to secure chow for the Monster 
Chowder and dance that concluded an 
Aquatic Carnival on December 1. T h e 
first Castle Swim and Women's Race was 
held. 
A S I L E N T P E R I O D , 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 2 1 

There may have been Thanksgiving 
Day Swims of the OCC staged off YVai 
kiki in the years 1918-1921, inclusive, 
but my casual research did not disclose 
them. So there is a silent gap of three 
years. 
R E N E W A L I N 1 9 2 2 

T h e Outrigger Canoe Club's Annual 
Long Distance Thanksgiving Day Swims 

were revived in 1922 and continued 
every year thereafter under the auspic 
of the OCC off Waikiki unt i l 1932 i 
elusive — the year Franklin Delai 
Roosevelt was elected. 
U N I V E R S I T Y O F H A W A I I A S U H 
S P O N S O R S S W I M S , 1 9 3 3 - 1 9 3 6 

On Thanksgiving Day, November 2 
1933, the Outrigger Canoe Club ar 
the Associated Students of the U of 
sponsored a swim meet off Waikiki. 1 
1934 this Thanksgiving Day Swim Me* 
was held off Waikiki under AAU rul 
sponsored by the VSUH. I he YSl 
also sponsored the 1935 meet off Wa 
kiki. 
S W I M S O F 1 9 3 6 I N A L A M O A N A C H A N N E L 

Waikiki was abandoned and th-l 
Thanksgiving Day Meet in 1936 w; 
held in the Ala Moana Channel undc 
the jurisdiction of the ASUH. T lu i 
these tradit ional swims had not on'1 

passed from the original sponsorship ( 
the OCC but had been shifted from VVa. 
kiki to the Ala Moana Channel . Mot 
than that—1936 saw the last of th 
Thanksgiving Day Meet until 1953. A 
the OCC had left was the history c 
the swims. 
E F F O R T S T O R E V I V E S W I M S I N 1 9 5 2 

"I t is great news that the famot 
Castle Swim is to be revived this year 
reported the Forecast, November, 195: 
" I he event formerly held on T h a n k 
giving Day will be held on Sunday, Nc 
vember 30th . . . It is hoped that thj 
revival of this great event will help st 
mulate interest and competitive swin 
ming among our members." But th ! 
Castle Swim of 1952 did not materialize 
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OCC S W I M S 
(Continued from Page 8) 

RENEWAL OF "CASTLE'' CAME I N 1953 

" T h e Club is in real earnest to revive 
I this historic [Castle] Swim and every ef-
I fort will be made to perpetuate it," pub-
llished the Forecast, April 1953. "Albert 
(E. Toots Minvielle has been appointed 
j chairman of the sw im committee and 
I has already draf ted helpers to put it 
lover . . . Dad Center has agreed to act 
5 as advisor to the committee and with 
l this pair of aces we are assured of suc-
jcess." 

T h e Forecast spoke again in Novem-
jber 1953, about the "OCC Open Invita-
jtional Turkey Day Castle Swim." It 
( S o u n d e d a "last call to prospective en-
I tries in the Castle and other swims to 
be held Thanksgiving morning, Thurs-
day, November 26th. . . . Under direction 
of Toots Minvielle this t radit ional swim-
ming day held each year by the Club is 
again revived." 

AFFILIATED CLUBS 
iAero Club of Oregon, Portland, Oregon. 

Arizona Club, Phoenix, Arizona. 
The Austin Club, Austin, Texas. 
Balboa Bay Club, Newport Harbor, California. 

! Club Del Mar, Santa Monica, California. 
Xo l lege Club of Seattle, Seattle, Washington. 
X o r a l Casino Beach and Cabana Club, Santa Barbara, 

California. 
ilCork Club, Houston, Texas. 
^Country Club of Peoria, Peoria, Illinois. 
iCDavenport Club, Davenport, Iowa. 
!:EI Paso Club, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
• Jonathan Club, Los Angeles, California. 
:>.La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club, La Jolla, California. 
< Lake Shore Club of Chicago, Illinois. 
>Aos Angeles Athletic Club, Los Angeles, California. 
M i l w a u k e e Athletic Club of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
^Multnomah Athletic Club, Portland, Oregon. 
U^ew York Athletic Club, New York, New York. 
lOld Pueblo Club, Tucson, Arizona 
'Olympic Club, San Francisco, California. 
•'Pasadena Athletic Club, Pasadena, California. 
^'Pacific Coast Club, Long Beach, California. 
VPress and Union League Club of San Francisco. 

Riviera Country Club, Pacific Palisades, California. 
>San Diego Club, San Diego, California. 
jtSanta Monica Swimming Club, Santa Monica, California. 
<<Shadow Mountain Club, Palm Desert, California, 
i(University-Union Club of Tacoma, Washington. 
Washington Athletic Club, Seattle, Washington. 

h i l o Yacht Club, Hilo, Hawai i , T. H. 
/Xauai Yacht Club, Lihue, Kauai, T. H. 
A'vvaui Country Club, Maui. 

i/American Club of Guatemala, C. A. 
iAmerican Club, Mexico City, Mexico. 
C a l g a r y Petroleum Club, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 
^Carleton Club, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 
3.Zasino De Parral, Parral, Chihuahua, Mexico. 
^Chihuahua Foreign Club, Chihuahua, Mexico, 
aidmonton Club, Edmonton, Canada. 
? Monterrey Foreign Club, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico. 
Pacific Club, Victoria, B. C., Canada. 
xSouth Yarra Club, Melbourne, Australia. 
uTattersall's Club, Sydney, Australia. 
^Terminal City Club, Vancouver, B. C., Canada. 
'Twenty-one Room Club, London, England. 

Vernon Club, Vernon, B. C., Canada. 
iVa ik ik i Club, Lima, Peru. 

Yes, it happened in 1953. "The OCC 
under the chairmanship of Toots Min-
vielle, aided by a large number of Club 
members, held a successful revival on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 26th," re-
ported the Forecast, December, 1953. 
M A N Y S W I M EVENTS, UNDER V A R Y I N G 
CONDIT IONS; TIMES MEAN LITTLE 

T h e Thanksgiving Day Open Water 
Distance Swims program carries events 
for male and female, man, woman, boy 
and girl. These open-water swims off 
Waikiki involve a study of currents, 
winds, waves and body-surfing by those 
who aspire to victory. It is a race requir-
ing mental as well as physical qualifica-
tions. Therefore, times in the swims 
mean little, as conditions for each race 
and for each contestant vary over the 
years. 

While most of the events are closed to 
OCC members, there are some open to 
all. 
M A N Y HAVE W O N - M O R E HAVE LOST 

Harold "Stubby" Kruger (Healani) 
won the first Castle Swim (1917) ; Jo-
sephine Hopkins was victoress in the 
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OCC SWIMS 
(Continued from Page 21) 

100-yard Ladies Swim; F. Richardst; 
won the 200-yard Men's Breast Stroke. 

Many O C C names appea r among tl 
winners: Chester Sims ( twice) , Mari 
chen Wehs lau (five t imes) , Alec R. TL 
lock, H. Makinney, Hob Askew (fn 
times), Bould in Burbank , Pau l ine Lair 
Albert E. Minviel le ( four t imes) , K. M 
kinney, Benton Wood (four t imes) , Le 
lehua (udd , Gay Harr i s (five times 
Janice Lovett ( twice) , Hans Bahr , Be 
trice Newpor t , Buster Crabbe (fot 
t imes) , Billy New port ( twice) , Cliff Ge 
sler ( four times) , Alice Mitchell , Kei 
ne th Wood (three t imes) , Mildre 
Slaght ( twice) , Lillie Bowmer May, Wi 
bu r Craw (thrice), Lorena Hines (twice 
Olga Clarke (six t imes) , David Harve 
Dot H a m m o n d , Jack May, J immie H u n 
Bob McWayne, Gladys Slaght (twice' 
Haro ld Sexton, Hol l inger , Georgian 
Cooper , I). Pope, and Betty Stevensoi 
T h e r e were thousands who never won 
crown. 
RENEWAL O N T H A N K S G I V I N G DAY 1953 

A renewal of the O C C O p e n Wate 
Distance Swims took place off Waikil* 
on Thanksg iv ing Day, November 2* 
The Men's Swim OCC was won by Ga 
Harris. The Women's Swim OCC wa 
taken by Jane Wiley. Boys' Sixteen an 
Under, winner Butch Hemmings . Girl 
Sixteen and Under OCC, won by Cyr 
thia Hemmings. Boys' Twelve Years an. 
Under OCC, won by Bill Danford . T h e r 
also were many events open to everybody 

More power to the fine swimmers am 
C l u b members who, f rom 1917 to 195? 
have made this swim meet so interest 
ingly successful. T h e Out r igger C a n o 
C lub has per formed a great service t< 
the Ter r i to ry and its people. W e noi 
face 1954! 

T h e Lorr in P. Thu r s tons ' home wa 
the scene of the Fall meet ing of the Out 
door Circle. Many members of the O.C 
and the O C C enjoyed the spacious gar 
den and the fine hospitali ty of th« 
Thur s tons . 

Fri t / H e r m a n and Mrs. are back af te 
a four -month tour of the Uni ted States 
Canada and Alaska. Very cold in Alask. 
but fine for pictures. 


