
Life Member: Bill Kea 
By Arden Moore 

Attempting to write a short article about 
a person like Bill Kea, who has been 
involved in so many different 
endeavors, is truly difficult. 

Our Board of Directors named Bill a 
Life Member of the Club at the last an
nual meeting for his many years of ser
vice to the Club. 

Bill entered Kamehameha Schools in 
1914 at the age of 7 and graduated with 
the Class of 1927. Anyone who ever 
answered Bill's question, "Where do 
you go to school?" with a "Kam" will 
recall quickly being corrected. In June, 
the Kamehameha Schools Alumni As
sociation honored him as their "Out
standing Alumni 1987". 

After graduation, Bill attended the 
University of Hawaii while working 
part-time at the Mutual Telephone Com
pany (now Hawaiian Telephone). His 
career with the phone company spanned 
45 years, rising from a part-time 
switchman to vice president of public 
relations. He retired in 1971. 

Bill's OCC life started in December, 
1939. 

"The Club was having financial 

problems and was seeking more mem
bers," he recalled. "At the request of 
Walter Macfarlane, president at the 
time, I was successful in obtaining 10 
new members. The admission fee was 
$25. When I submitted the names of 
prospective members to Walter Mac, he 
said, 'How about you?' So I signed up 
and became a member." 

Bill recalls enjoying surfing, pad
dling and volleyball. "The surfboard I 
had was thick solid redwood, ap
proximately 10-feet in length, and 
weighing in excess of 70 pounds. Need
less to say, I found it difficult to carry." 

From 1968 to 1973, Bill served on 
the Board of Directors. In 1968, he sug
gested the formation of an Historical 
Committee which was approved by the 
Board. 

On July 8, 1968, Bill conducted an 
oral history session with eight old-time 
members of the Club, including Ernest 
"Tucker" Chase, Jack MacKenzie, Bill 
"Nute" Cottrell, Judge Harry Steiner, 
Joseph B. Stickney, Ronald Q. Smith, 
Mariechen W ehselau Jackson and J. 
Ward Russell. 

Olympic Festival 
Outrigger athletes brought home 

four gold medals from the U.S. Olym
pic Festival in Durham, N.C. in July, in 
preparation for next year's 1988 Olym
pics in Seoul, Korea. 

Bruce Black and Scott Stevenson 
were on the South water polo team that 
won the title by coming from behind to 
defeat the East, 10-7. The South team 
had been rated fourth of four going into 
the tournament. 

In volleyball, OCC had members on 
each of the four teams. Tony Mcinerny 
came home with the gold medal as a 
member of the North Team by defeat
ing brother Danny Mcinerny's West 
team in the finals. Chris McLachlin 
coached the third place South team, 
while Hugh Foster Jr. was a member of 
the fourth place East team. 

In kayaking, Mark Sandvold was a 
member of the winning K-4 1,000-
meter event, was 4th in the K-2 500-
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meter event, 8th in the K-4 500-meters 
and 9th in the K-1 1 ,000-meters. 

Canoe paddler Kevin Olds won a sil
ver medal in the C-2 1 ,000-meter event, 
a bronze medal in the C-2 500-meter 
doubles, was fifth in the C-1 500-
meters and won his heat in the C-2 
1 ,000-meter event but hulied at the start 
of the finals. 

Kayaker Traci Phillips decided to 
forego the Sports Festival in order to 
train for the Pan American Games and 
World teams. She was successful in 
winning a place on both squads. 

Kevin Olds also was named to the 
Pan American and World teams in the 
canoe events. 

Sandvold qualified lOth in kayaking 
for the Pan Am Games but only six 
made the team. He will return to New
port Beach California to train for the 
Olympics and will attend USC during 
the fall semester. (j 

Bill Kea 

"In 1971, I had the pleasure of assist
ing Harold Yost in the preparation of 
'A History of the Outrigger Canoe Club 
1908-1971 '". 

Bill has also served as chairman of 
the Admissions and Membership Com
mittee (1984, 1985), Election Judge 
(1984, 1985, 1986) and chairman of the 
Ad Hoc Committee to review election 
procedures of the Board of Directors 
(1987). 

"In recent years, with lesser com
munity activities, I have had more time 
to enjoy the facilities of the Club, in par
ticular the meals. I am sincerely 
honored to have been elected to Life 
Membership, an appointment which I 
least expected and for which I am in
deed grateful. My Aloha and Mahalo 
Nui Loa to the Board for having 
granted me this honor." 

In his "spare time", Bill presently ser
ves as a trustee of Queen's Medical 
Center as he has done since 1954, is 
treasurer for Ho'o Lako (The Year of 
the Hawaiian), belongs to the Rotary 
Club of Metropolitan Honolulu and is a 
director of tl1e Honolulu Painting Com
pany. 

He is a past president of the 
Honolulu Hawaiian Civic Club, State 
Council of Hawaiian Civic Clubs, 
Aloha Week Hawaii, Rotary Club of 
West Honolulu and the International 
Telephone Pioneers Association. He 
has also served as chairman of the 
Kapiolani Maternity Hospital Board of 
Directors, March of Dimes, State Com
mission on Manpower and Full Employ
ment and Hawaiian Homes 
Commission. 

Outrigger is proud of and grateful to 
new Life Member Bill Kea for his 
many contributions, both to the Club 
and to the community. He has helped 
make life better for all of us. @ 


