


Cline Mann SK Paddleboard Race August 9 
By Marilyn Kali 

Paddlers from all over Oahu will 
join us at the Outrigger beach 
on Saturday, August 9 for the 

13th annual Cline Mann SK 
Paddleboard Race. However, this 
race will be special. It's the first one 
since the passing of the beloved 
Cline Mann nearly a year ago. 

All paddlers who ever enrered 
the race are invited back to panici
pate in this special evenr and to pay 
tribute to the man who contributed 
so much to the sparr. 

Since 1961, Cline promoted 
paddleboard racing and was instru
mental in the inauguration of the 
three annual races sponsored by the 
Club. 

While serving on the OCC 
Paddleboard Committee in 1985, 
Chairman Karl Heyer IV and other 
members of the committee, by deft 
maneuvering behind Cline's back, 
received Board approvnl to rename 
the annual summer ocean mce the 
"Cline Mann SK." 

"Cline Mann has contributed 
so much to the sport of paddle board 
racing," Heyer said at the inaugural 
race, "that the Committee wanted to 
thank him for all his effort, so we 
decided to name the race after him." 

One of the great mysteries of 
life for the very surprised Cline, was 
how the Committee could have 
pulled it off without his finding out 
until it was time to award the trophy. 
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"I can't figure out how they kept it a 
secret," he fumed. 

Of course, if Cline had found 
out, he would have squelched the 
idea. A shy man, he preferred to 

work in the background and shunned 
publicity. 

The beautiful perpetual koa tro
phy for the Cline Mann Race 11-as 

designed by Sean McKibbin. 
A surveyor by training, Cline 

was always precise when he went out 
on the Boston Whaler to set the 
course each race day. As paddlers 
waited on the be<Jch for the start, 
he'd take his rime setting the buoys, 
to make sure the race course was 
exact. He often grumbled that other 
race organizers weren't as precise in 
course measurements and you could
n't count on the distance being the 
advertised distance. 

Cline particularly enjoyed 
watch ing the younger OCC members 
compete in the race, many of whom 
he had sponsored into the Club. 

TI1ere were certain things you 
could depend on during the race. 
First, Cline would draw the race 
course on the Club blackboard 
(always complaining that we needed 
a new one) and explain the right 
<~pproach to the buoys so no one 
would be disqualified. 

Next, Cline loved to have a 
photo taken at the start of the race 
with all the paddle boards lined up on 
the beach. When the photo was 

Cline Mann 
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McGuire. 
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taken, he would start the race. 
At the finish, he'd stand in the 

water and signal each paddler in, 
yelling hisfl1er number to the timers. 
While the final results were being 
compiled, and the paddlers were eat
ing lunch, he'd amiously look over 
shoulders of the committee, waiting 
to make things official. 

He knew all the paddlers, as 
most were veterans of the race, and 
announcing the winners always ga\·e 
him great pleasure. He'd watched 
many of rhcm grow up nnd become 
masters paddlers over the years. He 
even posed for photos with the win
ners. 

When his offici<Jl duties were 
over, Cline qu ickly found his favori te 
scat, made sure his supply of "cool 
ones" was avai lable and did what he 
enjoyed most, holding court on the 
Terrace with his friends. 

We'll miss Cline this year but 
rhe memories will always be there, 
and perhnps a few Buds will be 
tipped in his honor before the end of 
the day. 

Competition in the Cline 
Mann Race will be held in both 
Paddleboard and Surfboard cate
gories. There will be both Men's and 
Women's Divisions as follows-17 & 
Under, 18-29, 30-39, 40-49, SO+. 

The Outrigger Duke 
Kahanamoku Foundation has given a 
$1000 grant to this event, from the 
Designated Cline Mann Fund of the 

Foundation. When Cline died in 
September 1996, the Mann-Dowsctt 
family requested that memorial dona
tions be given to the ODKE 

Cline, one of the best known 
OCC members, had a lot of friends 
at the Club, and their significant 
donations to ODKF formed the fund 
named in his honor. These funds are 
for 11·ater related spans, and what 
better way to remember Cline than 
to assist financially with the race that 
bears his name. 

Donations conrinue to come to 

ODKF in Cline's memory, and the 
continued growth of the fund will 
help athletes and competitions for 
paddleboard, sailing and swimming 
in the future. Donations are tax 
deductible. 

Please join us on August 9 for 
this memorial race, and to honor 
Cline Mann who made paddleboard 
racing the sport it is today in Haw<Jii. 
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Cline Mann SK Paddleboard 
Race Winners 
1985 Larry McGuire :39:40 
1986 Aaron Napoleon :33:22 
1987 Chris Moore ' :29:53 
1988 Charlie Walker :3 1:37 
1989 Pete Johnson :32:20 
1990 Rick Williams :30:30 
1991 Brendan Shea :32:41 
1992 Brendan Shea :31:25 
1993 Dawson Jones :3 1:00 
1994 Dolan Eversole :33:26 
1995 Charlie Walker :33:46 
1996 Chris Moore :30:50 

race course to 
paddlers. 

Heath 
Hemmings and 
Dawson Jones 
were winners 

in 1993. 
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