
Chalupsky Wins Molokai Race Again 
Pre-Dawn: Kaluakoi Hotel and Resort, 
West end, Molokai, May 21. 

The stories begin with quiet chatter 
on the terrace overlooking the channel. 
Marshall Rosa reigned at our table, say-

By Nalani Blaisdell 

ing it could be a day for records, if 
someone would turn on a wind produc
ing fan. 

The time to beat was 3 hours, 27 
minutes and 31 seconds. The course: 

the Kaiwi Chan
nel from Kalua
koi Beach to 
Oahu's Koko 
Marina, 32 
miles. 

Rosa pointed 
out indicators of 
a minimal south 
swell. With dia
grams and nap
kin sketches, he 
explained a 
southerly route 
would be anath
ema. 

Geoff Graf, Kala Judd and Chris Kincaid talk story after the 
Slowly the 

tables emptied 
race. 

Mark Buck 
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OCC Finishers 

Overall Name 
4. Marshall Rosa 
8. Kala Judd 
9. Geoff Graf 
13. Chris Kincaid 
19.Mark Buck 
20. Tom McTigue 
23. Gib Bintliff 
28. Lesline Conner 
39. Randy Grune 
47. Dale Adams 

12 

Time 
3:51:16 
4:01:41 
4:01:43 
4: 11:04 
4:33:32 
4:34:15 
4:38:09 
4:48:39 
5:02:46 
5:20:21 

Finish/Class 
4th, Open 
2nd, Expert 
3rd, Expert 
7th, Expert 
11th, Expert 
12th, Expert 
14th, Expert 
1st, Women 
6th, Int. 
7th, Masters 

Randy Grune 

and the beach at Kaluakoi fi lled with 
kayaks and gear. 

"Got an estimated time for arrival, 
Oscar?" (Chalupsky, the record-holder 
from South Africa.) 

"Three hours, 20 minutes." 
The race began at 9. It was a fast 

and furious start, with the fastest man 
in the world for 1,000-meters sprinting 
to the lead. Olympic Gold medalist 
Greg Barton was at the apex of a 50-
plus kayak group. 

Soon, two general courses had been 
established. Up north were Chris 
Kincaid, Kala Judd and Mark Buck. 
Heading more directly for Makapuu 
and Koko Head were Marshall Rosa 

Tom McTigue 

and Lesline Conner. 
By mid-morning, the packs had set

tled, with Oscar in an apparent lead. 
Never underestimate the power of sib
ling rivalry, with Herman Chalupsky 
taking the lead. Observers recalled that 
it was the first race in which Oscar had 
to fight to keep his spot. 

Each year this Kayak Challenge is 
an event for those with interest and 
fishing boats. This time a bevy of out
rigger vessels were out at Portlock to 
witness the finish and others were in
volved as mandatory escorts for kayak
ers. 

The finish was close, Oscar and Her
man pulled a one-two, finishing in 
3:39 :47 and 3:40:16. The senior 
Chalupsky was 19 minutes off his pre
dicted time, but later explained the 
wind had died, mid-channel. 

Marshall Rosa was Outrigger's first 
fmisher, fourth overall, in 3:51:16, with 
Kala Judd and Geoff Graf finishing 
eighth and ninth. 

Kala and Geoff took separate 
courses which converged at the finish. 
Some say one was drafting the other till 
100 yards off the finish. 

Lesline Conner won the women's di
vision for the third time with a personal 
best of 4:48:39. 

Records may not have fal len, but at 
parties and out on the Hau Terrace, an
ecdotes of the race remain. Just ask 
about the hammerhead shark (how big 
was it?), about the giant marlin fight 
and about who bet whom for what. 

In the end, it's not just records that 
count It's also recounteurs. riJ 


