
ODKF Is Unique Among Givers, 
Focusing on Hawaii Athletes, Scholars 

The Outrigger Canoe Club is headquarters 
of one of the nation's most unique and 
special philanthropic institutions: the Out
rigger Duke Kahanamoku Foundation. 

As the month-long celebration of Duke's 
100th birthday winds down, Foundation 
President Tom Lalakea is spearheading a 
new effort to make the ODKF more visible 
throughout Oahu, and to heighten aware
ness of its programs among members of the 
OCC. 

The ODKF is the successor organiza
tion of two other foundations. The Duke 
Kahanamoku Foundation was founded in 
1963, during the latter years of Duke's life. 
A group of his friends sought to honor his 
many contributions to the Hawaiian Is
lands by establishing a vehicle for award
ing scholarships to deserving students who 
demonstrated proficiency in sports of tra
ditional interest to the islands. 

And in 1980, the Outrigger Canoe Club 
Foundation was created to formalize a 
program of grants for participants in sports. 
Representatives of the two foundations met 
in 1986 to explore means by which both 
could do a more effective job of fulfilling 
their respective missions. The result was a 
merger, and the creation of the ODKF. 

In 1990, the Foundation has awarded 
nine scholarships totalling $ 10,000 and a 
total of $3,000 in grants to enable six ath
letes to continue their trdining, to compete 
nationally, and to prepare for international 
competition. 

As President Tom Lalakea noted, "There 
is no other organization that supports 
Hawaii scholar-athletes in the manner we 
do. We wish to enable them to compete at 
the highest levels-to provide them the 
training opportunities and the travel and 
other resources necessary to enter interna
tional competitions. 

"Our objective is to help a number of 
young people in the hope that some of t11em 
may someday emulate Duke Kahana
moku's remarkable accomplishments. 

OD KF Vice President El ia Long is chair 
of the Foundation's Development Com
mittee. "Our objective is to increase the 
ODKF's endowment from its present level 
or about $300,000 to $1 million over the 
next few years," he reports. 

"When we have achieved that level of 
funding, we will be able to make ~ignifi -
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cant annual awards to both scholars and 
athletes. The conclusion of the celebration 
of Duke's 100th birthday is a logical time 
for us to provide more focus to our fund 
raising and we're looking forward to en
couraging many individuals, both within 
and without the OCC, to help us achieve 
our objectives." 

Foundation activities will increase on 
many fronts, and as a result, OCC Director 
Gerry DcBenedetti has been appointed Dc
velopmentCoordinatoroftheODKF. This 
part-time position will involve staffing the 
Board's fundraising and related programs 
and helping increase the institution's visi
bility. 

President Lalakea emphasizes that all 
residents of the State, the community at
large, as well as the OCC family, arc eli
gible to apply for financial assistance. 

"Our Board and the Alhletic Grants 
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Committee take their responsibilities very 
seriously," he said. "We encourage any in
dividual to apply for assistance who be
lieves that financial support from the 0 D KF 
can enhance his/her athletic/scholarship 
ability and thus bring increased recogni
tion to all the athletes of Hawaii. 

"Applications can be obtained at the 
OCC offices, and we assure everyone that 
we will give their requests our most serious 
consideration." 

Rab Guild is Board liaison to the Grants 
Committee; he is prepared to answer any 
questions applicants or others may have. 

OCC members will receive information 
regarding the Foundation's programs and 
aspirations on a regular basis, and later this 
fall, an even more systematic effort will 
begin to encourage all members to supporL 
the institution. 
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