


Come Celebrate the Duke's 
1 DOth Birthday 

Hawaii will celebrate the tOOth birthday of 
longtime OCC member Duke Paoa Ka
hanamoku with a variety of activities this 
month. 

The Outrigger DukeKahanamokuFoun
dation will sponsor the Duke Kahanamoku 
Centennial Boat Day Ball on August 24 at 
the Hilton Hawaiian Village Coral Ball
room. 

A benefit for the ODKF, the ball will 
feature a nostalgic voyage to the 30s, com
plete with a dockside sendoff, the Cap
tain's Dinner and dancing in the Grand 
Salon. 

Also on August 24, a dedication will be 
held for the new Duke Kahanamoku Statue 
at Kuhio Beach Park in W aikiki. 

Duke was born on August 24, 1890 and 
raised in W aikiki as a child of the sea. 
Years of ocean swimming, surfing, body
surfing and canoeing honed Duke into a 
superb waterman. 

At the age of 20, Duke burst into na
tional prominence when he unofficially 
broke the world's record in the 50 and 100 
yard freestyle. One year later, in 1912, he 
smashed the 100 meter freestyle record in 
the Stockholm Olympic Games and won 
his first gold medal. 

Duke returned home amid national ac
claim and with countless requests to dem
onstrate his new stroke. The stroke looked 
like the Australian crawl, but it differed in 
one important respect: instead of using a 
"flutter kick" to keep his legs near the 
surface of the water, Duke used his feet in 
a powerful up and down kick which drove 
him ahead much like the stem paddle wheel 
of an old river steamer. 

Duke began competing in national and 
international meets demonstrating his new 
swimming technique and the art of surfing. 
He also taught water safety methods and 
inaugurated the ose of the surfboard for 
lifesaving. 

He introduced surfing in Europe, Aus
traliaand the Eastern Seaboard of the United 
States. Duke is also recognized as the frrst 
person to surf both coasts of North Amer
ica, and today, is known as the "Father of 
Modem Surfing." 

The 1916 Olympics were called off be
cause of conditions in war-tom Europe, so 
Duke, at 26, was denied what many thought 
might be his last chance to win new laurels 
as a competitive swimmer. 
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But in 1920, Duke and some other Ha
waiian athletes joined the American Olym
pic Team to compete in the Antwerp Olym
pics where Duke retained his title as the 
world's fastest swimmer by winning gold 
medals in the 1 00-meter freestyle and 800-
meter relay. 

Duke joined the Outrigger Canoe Club 
in 1917 but did not enter the Olympics to 
represent the Club because the Club had no 
funds at the time to help defray his travel 
expenses. 

In 1922, Duke signed a five-year con
tract to star in several upcoming movies, 
but he found Hollywood not to his liking. 
In 1928, illness prevented Duke from 
competing in the Amsterdam Olympics, 
but four years later, at the age of 42, he was 
a member of the U.S. Water Polo Team in 
the Los Angeles Olympics. 

In an amazing replay of his former glory, 
Duke swam the 100 meter freestyle in a 
trial meet in 59.8 seconds bettering his 
1912 and 1920 Olympic performances. 

This feat capped Duke's sensational Olym
pic career and he retired enjoying one of 
the longest athletic pursuits in Olympic 
history. 

Back in Honolulu, Duke was more than 
ready to return to the life that he loved, 
swimming and surfmg and at the same 
time, helping aspiring youngsters around 
the OCC to improve their skills in surfing, 
swimming and canoe paddling. 

Duke's long love affair with the sea 
never ended. He remained a long-board 
surfer through the age of 50. At 60, he was 
Wai.kiki' s best canoe steersman and guided 
OCC to seven straight state championships. 
He was elected Sheriff of the City and 
County of Honolulu in 1935 and later 
became Ambassador-at-Large, an office 
he held until his death on January 22, 1968 
at the age of 78. 

Some of the activities planned during 
the Duke Kahanamoku Centennial are: 
August 14---''Remembering the Duke", 
Bishop Museum, 7 p.m. 
August 19-Duke Kahanamoku Long 
Distance Outrigger Canoe Race. Start 
Kailua Beach Park, 8 a.m. Finish Duke 
Kahanamoku Beach fronting the Hilton 
Hawaiian Village Hotel. 
August 24---Duke Kahanamoku Statue 
Dedication, Kuhio Beach Park. 
August 24-Boat Day Ball, a benefit for 
the Outrigger Duke Kahanamoku Founda
tion, Hilton Hawaiian Village Hotel, 7 p.m. 
August 30---Video Special on Duke Ka
hanamoku, KHET Hawaii Public Televi
sion. 
August 27-31-Display of Duke Art, 
University of Hawaii Art Gallery. 
August 31-"Duke Kahanamoku Through 
Hawaiian Eyes"-UH Campus Center, 
5:30p.m. 

Paddleboard Race 
Scheduled August 11 
The 6th Annual Cline Mann 5K Paddle
board Race will be held on Saturday, August 
11 at the Club. Competition will be held in 
raceboard and surfboard divisions, in boys, 
girls, men, women and masters categories. 
Signups will be held at 9:30a.m. on the 
Terrace with the race scheduled to begin at 
11 a.m. The competition is open to the 
public. 
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